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Special tenth anniversary features 
Osprey and model soldier conversions 




the next best thing to the real thing... 

Authentics 

byHumbrol! 
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Yeai's of research has developed these colours which 
are as near to the real thing as the real thing itself. 
They provide an ultra-thin film which doesn’t show 
brush marks or clog fine detail. 


LOOK FOR 
THE LOCKER 



There's a comprehensive range of colours for railways 
— aircraft — military uniforms and equipment — ships 
and racing cars which you can buy in single tinlets 
or in kits of six*. 

*KecoBimcnded retail price in U.K. Tinlet 1/9, Kits 8/9. 


Get the real thing from... 



u 
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HUMBROL- HULL* YORKSHIRE 




Get every 
detail right 
withAirfix 


It's the little things- like the helicopters, 
operating stern ramp and Landing Craft- 
that really make the model ! And that’s why 
Airfix Construction Kits are so fantastically popular. 
Every model is accurate to the smallest detail- a perfect 
replica of the real thing! There are nineteen different series, each 
made to a constant scale. Over 300 kits, at prices 
from 2/11 to 23/6. At all good hobby shops and F. W. Woolworth. 
Ask for the catalogue. 


Left ; Suffolk. Bottom Right : Scharnhorst. Top Right ; Ark Royal. 


PLANES! 

Over 150 to choose 
from, including 
aircraft from both 
World Wars, modern 
jets and alrlmers. 




The world's 
biggest range of 
construction kits 


ARMOURED 

VEHiCLESI 

Tanks, trucks and 
missiles, all in 
'00, 'HO' scale, for 
use with Airfix 
figures. 



FIGURES I 

Over 35 different sets of 
'OO.'HO' scale figures 
-historical, military 
and civilian, as well 
as animals. • 


STOP PRESS 



Handley Page Jetstream. Designed primarily 
for the general aviation market and now in 
use with the U.S. Air Force, this 94 piece 
kit comes in the military version. 

Price 6/> 

I' I ..U 
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News, articles, conversions for modelling enthusiasts 
every month in AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 2/6 from your 
model shoo or newsagent. 
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MODELS 


B2 GERMAN ARTILLERY POSITION + SELF-PROPELLED 
GUN POSITION 

iPicture shows llll-ott root to dug-out) 

Increattd value — virtually two sets for the price of one. 
Price 3/6 plue post. 


B1 BRITISH ARTILLERY POSITION + MORTAR PIT 
(Picture shows litt-ofi root to dug-out) 

Again two important pieces on the same sheet. 
Price 3/6 plus post. 


B3 TWO BUNKERS 4 THE ADDITION OF ONE IN RUINS. 
Price 3/6 plus post. 

READY TO USE WAR GAME SCENERY— 

Send SAE for Full Catalogue. 

POSTAGE : First 5/-, 1/-, plus 1d. for each additional 
shilling. 

FIGURES NOT INCLUDED. 


^^RMTEC 1 


:76 ACCESSORIES 


jJillllillubi 

MG's & Mounts etc. Americon AFV Tools German Plonier Tools 
New 1 : 76 scale AFV accessories for super detail- 
ing models. Imported from USA. 

SET 1. German MGs: 1 x MG 34, 1 x MG 42, 2 bipod 
mounts, 2 x Fla. (AA) mounts. 4 x 7.92 mm. Ammo 
drums. 1 x MG shield for semi-track Sd Kfz 250/251. 
SET 2. 10 Jerry cans, suitable for use with both 
Allied and German vehicles. 

SET 4. German Pioneer Tools. 

Price: 3/9 per set. P. and packing: 6d.(up to 4 sets). 
Set 3— American AFV Tools. 

BEllONA [5-0] 

Hawthorn Hill. Bracknell. Berks. 


POSTAGE and PACKING 
Up to 10.'-. I/. Up to £1,2/. 

Up CO £2. 3/- Up to £3, 4,'. 

Up to £4, SI- Up CO £S, 61- 

Ovar £5 Frea 
Ovartaat Poataga Rataa 
Surfaca Mail 2S% A Airmail 40% 



AURORA 1/48 Seala Aircraft. 
9/6 aach 

Sopwith Triplane, French Nieuport 
II. Sopwith Camel. SE.S Scout. 
Albatross D.lll, Fokkar OR.I. 
Fokker D.7 and D.8, Fokker 
Eindecker, Albatross C,3. 

French Breguec 

Martin Marauder 19/- 

Black Widow 19/- 

AURORA 1/48 TANK KITS. 
10/3 aaeh 

NBT.70. Main Battle Tank. 

Swedish S. Tank, Churchill Tank, 
Gen. Patton. M8 Munitions 
Carrier, Tiger 

HUMBROL Authentic Colour 
KIti. 9/9 aach 

1 Royal Air Force (European) 

2 LultwafTe 

3 U.S.A.F. 

4 Fleet Air Arm 

5 R.A.F, (Overseas) 

6 French Air Force 

7 Italian Air Force 

6 Japanese Air Force 
9 U.S.A.F. (Vietnam) 

10 Military Vehicles 

1 1 Naval Vessels 

12 World War I Aircraft 
Military Coleurt 9/9 each 

21 Combat Uniforms 

22 Ceremonial Uniforms 

23 Military Equipment 

Single Tins l/9d each 

Fluorescent Colours 2/6 

Fire Orange, Aurora Pink, Signal 

Green, Saturn Yellow 
Body Putty 3/- 

Liquid Cement 2/6 

Mec Pac 2/6 and 51- 

Plastic Rod mixed 51- pack 

Micro Strip 5/- pack 

Metal Skin Gloss or Matt 

51- aach 

AURORA MONSTER KITS. 9/6 

aaeh 

Frankenstein, Oracula, Wolf Man, 
The Creature, The Mummy, 

Phantom of the Opera, The Hulk, 
Frankenstein's Wife, Hunchback of 
Notre-Oame, The Guillotine, 
Forgotten Prisoner of Castelmare. 
Robot from Lost in Space 10/3 
AURORA SPACE KITS. 18/6 
aaeh 

Moon Bus from 2001 , 

Flying Sub from Voyage to the 
Bottom of the Sea, 

U.F.O. from The Invaders 
Land of the Giants Space Ship, 

The Voyager from Fantastic Voyage, 
Star Trek Space Ship from 
Fantastic Voyage 
PGH.2 Tucumcari Hydrofoil 


A U RORA 1/72 Scale Planes 

Cessna Skymaster 
Piper Cherokee 
Piper Aztec 

HH 3 Joliy Green Giant 
AH-S6A Cheyenne Copter 
Vertol HC-IB Chinook 1 /48 
LINDBBRO PLANES 
Hawker Hunter 1/48 
Messerschmitt M^262 1/48 
Cornier I7Z 1/72 
Heinkel H-E IIM/64 29/11 

Publications 

How To Go Plastic Modelling 25/- 
The Sherman Tank (2/6 P. paid 
American Arm Cars 12/6 P, paid 
Mini Tanks Manual 1 1/- P. paid 
PAINT BRUSHES 
OO-O-I I/- aaeh 

2.3 1/3 aach 

4.5 1/6 each 

ROCO MINI-TANKS 
Pull range In atoek 

101 U.S. Sherman 2/6 

102 German Panther J/J 

103 U.S.S.R, Stalin III 3/3 

104 U.S. 155 mm S/P M,40 3/3 

105 German 88 mm Anti- 

Aircraft Gun 3/3 

106 Gorman Tank IV/FI 3/3 

107 Gorman Tank IV/F2 3/3 

106 Gorman Tank IV/H 3/3 

109 German Quad Wibelwind 3/3 

1 10 German Ostwind 3.7 S/P 

Flak Gun 3/3 

1 1 1 German S/P Quad AA Gun 3/3 

1 12 German 37 mm Flak Gun 3/3 

113 U.S, Honest John 6/3 

1 14 U.S. Mobile Rocket 

Launcher 4/6 

1 15 U.S. 2^ Ten Personnel 

Truck 3/3 

116 U.S. 2k Ton Cargo Truck 3/3 

117 12 Soldiers in Combat 2/6 

1 18 Combat Raft 1/3 

I ISA Life Belts 13 

119 U.S 8" Howitzer 3/3 

120 U.S. 120 mm Long Tom 3/3 

121 U.S. 120 mm Anti- 

Aircraft Gun 4/6 

122 German Armoured Car 

^234/1 2/6 

123 German Armoured Car 

234/2 2/6 

124 German Armoured Car 

234/4 2/6 

125 Tactical Signs and 

Accessories 2/3 

I25A Tactical Signs and 

Numbers (Self Adhesive) 2/3 

126 German Half Track 

Munition Carrier 2/6 

127 German HalfTrack 37 mm 

Flak Gun 2/6 


ORPINGTON 
MODEL GAR CENTRE 

49 HIGH ST., ORPINGTON, KENT 

Tel ; Orpington 30503 
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model shop richmond 

Offer INSTANTANEOUS MAIL ORDER - OVER 10/- FREE UNDER 10/- p & p 2/Ocl. 


AIRCRAFT KITS 

NEW LINDBERG 


I/72 Scale aircraft kits . . . superb quality 


Heinkei HEi62 

5/11 

ME 163 Komet 

5/11 

Heinkei HEiOO 

5/11 

Dornier 335 

8/M 

Arado 234B 

8/n 

Heinkei HE 129 

8/11 

Kingfisher 

8/11 

P5I B Thunderbolt 

8/n 

Grumman Hellcat 

8/11 


CAR KITS 

I970 releases . . . Johann I/25 scale car kits 


1970 Javelin Hardtop 


34/6 

1970 Coup6 Deville Hardtop 


34/6 

1970 Maverick 


34/6 

1970 Plymouth Hardtop 


34/6 

1970 Eldorado Hardtop 


34/6 

1970 Oldsmobile 442 Hardtop 


34/6 

1970 Plymouth GTX Hardtop 


34/6 

1970 Rebel Hardtop 

Fantastic New BANDAI CAR KITS 


34/6 

SSK Mercedes Excalibur 

1/12 

95/- 

Rolls Royce Phantom 2 

1/20 

47/6 

Duesenberg Model SJ 

1/20 

47/6 

Lotus 47 

1/20 

39/11 

Chaparral 2F 

1/20 

39/11 

McLaren M6B 

1/20 

39/11 

Ford Capri 

1/20 

39/11 

Chevrolet Corvette Convertible 

1/20 

39/M 

McLaren MSA (Tamiya) 

1/18 

59/ 11 

1904 De Dion Bouton (Motorised) 

1/16 

49/ 11 

1912 Ford Model T (Motorised) 

TANK KITS 

1/16 

79/1 1 

Remote Control T34 Tank 

1/25 

99/11 

Remote Control SU-lOO Assault Gun 

1/25 

99/ M 

M8 Al Tractor 

1/35 

55/- 

Hanomag SDKPZ 

1/35 

25/M 

M3AI HalfTrack 

1/35 

25/M 

M3 A24 Half Track (Flack) 

1/35 

25/M 

LVT Alligator (A) 

1/35 

39/11 

SELECTED 1/35 scale TAMIYA items in stock: 


U.S. M42 Bulldog (NEW) 


25/ 11 

U.S. M36B2 Medium 


31/6 

U.S. M4A3E2 Sherman 


31/6 

German Tank Crews 


3/- 

Infantry figures now available 


3/9 

TAMIYA 1/21 and 1/25 scale ... all standard and remote kits 
In stock. 

Minitanks . . . Huge selection in stock, send S.A.E. for list. 

SUPER NEW KITS 

Frog Whitley Mk V/VII 


17/6 

Gloster Meteor Mk IV 


4/9 


We are delighted to answer all enquiries. However 
it would be greatly appreciated if you enclose a 
stamped self>addressed envelope when writing to 
us for details. 

A complete range of goods to satisfy the most dis- 
cerning modeller, from modelling pins to Radio 
Control Equipment. 


ALMARKS DECALS . . . 

ONCE ONLY SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL 
MODELLING ENTHUSIASTS 

Choose any assorted 4 sheets of Almarks Decals in 
the series shown below and pay for only 3. Plus FREE 
postage. (U.K. Only . . . Overseas postage charge 3/-). 

AIRCRAFT ANY 4 FOR 11/3 (Price of 3 at 3/9 e(3ch) 

SERIES ONE 

Al Swastikas W.W.Il 

A6 RAF Squadron Letters 

A7 RAF ‘C’ type underwing roundels 

A8 RAF ‘C’ type Fuselage roundels 

A9 RAF ‘A’ type roundels 

AID RAF ‘A’ type roundels 

AI2 German W.W.Il Fighter codes (black/yellow) 

AI3 German W.W.Il Fighter codes red/white 

AI6 German W.W.Il underwing crosses 

AI7 German W.W.Il Fighter upper wing crosses 

AI8 RAF Squadron Code letters Sky type ‘S’ solid panel 

A2I German stafTei markings 

A22 German Fighter group markings 

A23 RAF 1940-47 Fin flashes 

SERIES TWO 

ANY 4 for 17/3 (price of 3 at 5/9 efjch) 

AI5 ME BF 109 Udet Hungaria E.F.G Markings 
Cl Spitfire/Blenheim Battle of Britain 
C2 Hurricane/Defiant Battle of Britain 
S2 R.N.Z.A.F. Plus Wartime Pacific — Corsair Kittyhawk 
etc 

A.F.V’s ANY 4 FOR 11/3 (Price of 3 at 3/9 each) 

SERIES THREE 

T2 SS Panzer division stars 
T5 German Tank numbers 
T7 U.S. Army and Allied Stars 

T9 German Panzer Markings and Vehicle classifications 

Til SS Division Emblems 

TI4 T 14 Russian Tank stars and numbers 

SERIES FOUR 

Any 4 for 14/3 (price of 3 at 4/9 each) 

14 Alamein Battle sheet 
Ti5 Arms of service signs Anti-tank etc 
TI6 Arms of service signs Armoured cars etc 
F2 Union Flags 

As we expect a big demand for the above offer PLEASE 
give one suitabie alternative In the event of your 
original choice having already been exhausted. 


Come and pay us a visit : 

Model Shop Richmond 

Westminster House, Kew Road, 
Richmond, Surrey tel. 01-940 7489 
(Seconds from Richmond tgtj? and S,R. %t8tion) 


June, 1970 
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ARGYLE MODELS 

CENTRAL STATION BRIDGE, ^47 ARGYLE STREET, GLASGOW C.2 

TELEPHONE: 041-248-6686 

AND AT 103 HIGH STREET, THE ROYAL MILE, EDINBURGH 

TELEPHONE: 031-556-4402 

BRITAiN’S LEADING MODEL SPECIALISTS 


Single Remote 
Motor Control 

1/25 Tjfer I, interior deceil 139/6 

non-motorised version 119/6 

i/25 SUlOO Assauit-Gun 79/1 1 99/11 

1/25 T34 79/11 99/M 

Aii above 2-motor tanlci are fitted with 
the NEW Riko Remote-Controi Unit 
1/21 PZKW3 75/- 107/- 

1/21 75 mm Assault Gun 75/- 107/- 

1/21 M4 Sherman 75/- 107/- 

1/25 Chieftain 99/6 128/- 

1/25 Panther 99' M 128/- 

l/2SRommeli 99/11 128/- 

I/3S TiO Staiin 45/- 59/11 

1/35 King Tiger 45/- 59/11 

i/35 Hunting Tiger 45/- 59/11 

i/35 Leopard 45/- 59/11 

i/35 Panther 45/- 59/11 

i/35Rommeil 45/- 59/11 

i/35 Chieftain 45/- 


RIKO MOTORISED KITS 

Single Remote i/35TS5 

Motor Control i/35 Abbot 

ail 139/6 1/35 Sherman 

ion II9M 1/35 Hanomag 


1/35 SUlOO 
t/35 T34 

1/35 Walker Bulldog 
1/12 Matra F-l 
1/12 Lotus 49B 
1/12 Honda F-l 
1/12 Lotus 49 
1/16 Honda F-l 
l/IS Nissan R38I 
l/ie McLaren M8 
1/20 Ford Capri 
1/20 Ghia Mangusta 
1/20 McLaren M6B 
1/16 Model T Ford 
1/16 1905 Rolls 
1/20 Rolls Phantom 2 
1/20 Oaesenberg S| 


NICHIMO MOTORISED KITS 

1/35 Centurion (R/C) 49/6 1/35 Abbot 105 mm 32/6 

1/35 Chieftain (R/C) 49/6 1/35 MI09 155 mm 32/6 

I /35 Charioteer (R/C) 45/- 1/35 AMXI3Mittile Tank 27/6 

I.M.C. BATTLE-DAMAGED KITS 

FB4 Phantom. FI05D Thunderchlef, Super Sabre, Mig 21 0 1/72 Scale 

A4E Skyhawk. AIH Skyraider, FIOOD 16/6 et 

MONOGRAM 


I/4S Airacobra P39 
1/48 Dornier Del7x 
1/48 Oauntlesa SBD 
1/48 Typhoon I B 
1/48 Hellcat F6F-S 
1/48 Corsair F4U-4 
1/48 FW 190 

1/32 F4U-ID Corsair 
1/32 lU 87B Stuka 
1/32 Thunderbolt 
1/32 Mel09G 'Gustav' 
1/32 Seafira 

1/32 P40E Aleutian Tiger 
1/32 Mustang 
1/28 Spad Xril 
1/28 Sopwith Camel 
1/28 Foltkar Triplane 
1/96 ABollo/Saturn V 
Space Adventure Kit 


18/6 
18/6 
18/6 
15/9 
1 5/9 
15/9 
15/9 
14/6 
14/6 
14/6 
£8 ISa. 

£7 I2i.6d. 


/- l/48Mel09E 
1/48 Spitfire IX 
'{• 1/48 Hurricane 

1/48 Mustang PSIB 

,/. 1/48 Wildcat F4F i 

./- 1/72 Skyraider AIE 

REVELL 

:/6 1/24 Gemini and 12' Astronaut). 


1/26 Gemini and 12' Astronaut 

A, W. Whitley V/VII 
FIOIC Voodoo 
FI02A Delta Dagger 


1/92 Vulcan 
1/64 BI7G Fortress 
1/64 He III 


Space Pioneers Kit 63/- 

(1/48 Mercury, Gemini, Apollo) 

1/48 Apollo Spacecraft 84/- 

(with lunar module) 

1/48 Lunar Module 24/6 

1/24 Vestok ^aceship 19/9 

1/24 Gemini Capsule 19/9 

1/48 Mercury/Gemini Capsules 19/9 

1/96 Apollo II 14/6 

(Columbia and Eagle with 3 Astronaut 
Figures). 

Illustrated Catalogue 2/6 post free 


17/6 

Meteor Mk. iV 

4/9 

10/6 

Harrier Mki 

8/6 

10/6 

PIOOD Super Sabre 

8/6 

i Catalogi 

ue 2/- post free 



1/64 lU 88 
1/48 Me262 


29/11 

1/48 A4D-I Skyhawk 

14/1 1 

29/1 1 

1/48 G-FII Tiger 

14/1 1 

29/11 

1/48 Hawker Hunter 

14/11 

14/11 

1/48 F86 Sabre 

14/11 

14/11 

1/48 G-F6F Hellcat 

14/11 

All Kita have 

moving parts 



•AIRMODEL CONVERSION KITS 
NEW THIS MONTH I DOI7 P-l and DO 217 K-l 9/11 each including decals. 
6d. stamp for illustrated brochure 


CONVERSION KIT 


BASIC KIT 


Cornier 217 1-1 

S/ll 

Airfix D0.2I7E 


Heinkel III H-4/H-6 

S/ll 

Airflx He.lll H.20 

91- 


6/11 


2/11 


5/11 



Mistel 

7/11 

or Airfix Me. 1 lOO 

Revell lu 88 A-4 

4/3 

9/9 

Lockheed TF-I04G or F.I04A 



3/6 

Surfichcer 

7/II 

Airfix F-IMG 

4/3 

Dassault Mirage III R 

7/11 

Airfix Mirage MIC 

43 


DECALS! Finish your model correctly— our new 6-pa|e list it new ready. Send 
I/- only. Includes this month's new release from A.B.T.. Almarkt, OeFrey, Letra- 
set, Stoppel, etc. 

AIRCAMS 

1-13 2l/-eaeh S.l. Battle of Britain 21/- 

13 Nakaiima K.63 S.2. Finnish Air Force 21/- 

Coming Shortly— Sharkmouths Post I/- each 

'ALMARK PUBLICATIONS 

American Armoured Cars, Sherman forms 1660-1914, F4 Phantom 
Tanks. Scottish Regiments and Uni- 12/6 each. Post free 

‘HUMBROL 

Authentic Camouflage Kits 9/9 Spray Gun 19/6 

Individual Camouflage Tinlets 1/9 Brushes 00-0-1 I/- 

Poster Colours for Scenery 1/6 2-3 1/3: 4-5 1/6; 6 1/9; 7 2/-; 8 2/3; 

Body Putty 3/- Mops 3/-. 4/-, 4/9 

Liquid Cement 2/6 

ITALAERI 

1/72 Fiat GS5 10/11 1/72 Regiane 2001 lO/l I 

WILLS FINECAST 1/24 

WHITE METAL KITS £7 9t. 6d. 1 934 Bugatti 3.3 Litre 

1920 Vauxhall 4^ Litre Also fulF range of Auto-Models Metal 

1928 Bentley Le Mans 4i Litre Car Kits. 

'BELLONA PUBLICATIONS 

Armoured Vehicles 1915^9 8/6 Armour Prints 1-19 3/- 

Transport of British Army (II) 8/6 20 Cruisers, PZKW3 5/- 

Garman Field Works WWIt 18/6 21 Mk lA Harder Tortoise 5/- 

Also Battlefields Catalogue 6d. 

PROFILES 

1-204 Aircraft 3/- oaeh I -24 Armour 3/- 

205-210 Aircraft 5/- oaeh I-I3A.F.V.S Si- 
ll I |U 870 Variants 5/- 14 Bren Carriers 5/- 

212 Fairy Swordfish 5/- I Locomotives 8/- 

6d. each post. S.A.E. for list. 

BOOKS 

We have over 400 titles in stock— tend us your enquiry. 

PLASTIC CARD 

Size I3"x9": 10 thou. I/-; 20 thou. 1/6; Clear IS'x 12": 15 thou. 2/6. 

30 thou. 2/6; 40 thou. 3/6; 60 thou. 5/—. Metalskin: gloss or matt 5/— 

MAIL ORDER SERVICE— GLASGOW STORE ONLY 
All orders normally despatched within 24 hours of receipt. Money-bach 
^^yantee of satisfaction. Please add 3/- post and packing. Giro No 10-661- 

•Trade inquiries invited 


1-204 Aircraft 
205-210 Aircraft 

211 IU870 Variants 

212 Fairy Swordfish 


30 thou. 2/6; 40 thou. 


FOR YOUR MODELLING NEEDS 
TRY 

MODEL SUPPLIES 

Stockists for 

TRIANG-HORNBY, WREN, 
SUPERQUICK BUILDINGS. AIRFIX, REVELL. 

FROG, TAMIYA, KEILKRAFT, VERON, 
ALMARK TRANSFERS. BELLONA PRINTS, 
A.F.V. PROFILES 

Early Closing Thursday — No Parking Problems 
328 BROCKLEY ROAD, LONDON, S.E.4 
Phone 01-692 6292 


AVIAT ON 
BOOKS 
GALORE! 


History - Reference 
Modelling - Engineering 
Computers - Navigation 
Flying - Construction 

We carry a comprehensive 
U.K. and International ranye 
of books on all aspects of 
aviation. Also armour. 


"d for free list today 

Personal Callers Welcome 


Motor Books 

& Accessories, 33 (AM)St.Nartin'sCt.. London WC2 Tel: 01-836 5378 


AIRFIX magazine 



Sgriat ntodel^ iit our exciting 1970 rSnge, 


H362 U.S.S. CONSTITUTION 


H1225 YAMAHA 
GRANDE PRIX 350 


H144 SIKORSKY 
‘JOLLY GREEN GIANT-^L 


H382 FISHING 
TRAWLER KANDAHAR 


REVELL (G.B.) LTD. 

Cranborne Road 
Potters Bar, Herts. 
Phone: Potters Bar 58261. 


Revell caterfor keen collectors 
whatever the preference. See them 
all In the full colour 32 page 
catalogue by sending 2/6d P.0, to: 


June, 1970 










JOY 


U9HT ACtlVt. 


10H6UFC 


(Green shade 
only). 

See in the 
dark outfits, 
containing Base 
Reflecting Coat 
and Luminous 
Top Coat. 

Packs 4/.; 6/- 


The 18 beautiiui contemporary colours, 
including black and white, can be intermixed 
to provide a wide range of colours, 
Joy Plastic Enamel has good flow, 
and is resistant to heat and most fuels. 

It gives glass-hard abrasion 
and wear resisting surface. 


PLASTIC 

ENAMEL 


Tins ; 1/-; 2/6; 4/-; 6/3 

All colours are lead free 
and are safe to use on children’s toys, etc. 


New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 
hard setting. 

Penetrates 
deeply and is 
heat resisting 
and fuel proof. 


Non-stringing, 
quick-drying 
and odourless. 
The perfect 
adhesive for 
giving a weld 
joint to any 
polystyrene 
surface. 
Available in 
tubes 10d.; 1/6 


Available in tubes 

10d.;1/6;2/3 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. 1/6; 2/3. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. 1/6; 2/3; 3/-; 5/6, 
PLASTIC WOOD. 1/9; 2/9. 

BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick. 

No. 2. Thin. 1/6; 2/3. 

T.SSUE PASTE. Tubes 1/6. 


Is tho registered trade mark ot 


manulacturers ol quality products tor 

STICKING, STAINING, POLISHING, PAINTING 

AIRFIX magazine 


These are the recommended selling prices 


AIRFIX 
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Editor Chris Ellis 


Cover Picture 

An impressive view of the business 
end of a Federal German Army 
90 mm Jagdpanzer, pictured on 
winter manoeuvres in 1969. The 
Jagdpanzer is the current standard 
tank destroyer with the West German 
armed forces and is equipped with 
a L/40 90 mm gun which fires 
standard NATO calibre ammunition. 
The Jagdpanzer weighs 23 tons, has 
a 500 hp diesel engine and a speed 
of about 42 mph. It has a crew of 
four, and is approximately 26 feet 
long. The classic ’tank destroyer’ 
shape reflects the traditional German 
outline adopted for the Jagdpanzer 
IV and Jagdpanther in World War 2. 

A model of the Jagdpanzer is 
included in the Minitanks range. 

Of interest to modellers in our 
picture is the typical random 
application of winter camouflage 
whitewash over the brown drab basic 
colour of the vehicle. This partly 
obscures the yellow bridge classifi- 
cation disc, and the German crosses 
and call numbers painted on the 
side of the vehicle. The tactical 
symbol will be noted, also partly 
obliterated, and this follows a 
modified form of the system used 
by the German Army in the war 
years and described in our last 
issue. 

(Photo by Hugh Howtor)) 


Next publication date: 
June 26, 1970 


In the Air; story of the last Swordfish by Alan W. Hall 464 

News from Airfix: latest kit releases described 466 

Book Reviews: new publications of interest to modellers 467 

Basic Railway Modelling; tank engine conversion by Norman Simmons 468 
The Carrier Story: Windsor and T16 described by Peter Chamberlain 470 

Air Shows 1970: list of main events compiled by Alan W. Hall 471 

Vintage Conversion: Me 110 from the July 1960 issue 472 

Ten Years On: a glance back to 1960 by Chris Ellis 473 

Colours 1960; aviation scene of ten years ago by Michael J. F. Bowyer 475 
Decade ot Jet Provosts: colour schemes 1960-1970 by A. M. Alderson 476 

Naval Fire Control: guide for warship modellers by Peter Hodges 480 

Hawker Osprey: two versions converted by Alan W. Hall 484 

Bombing Colours: era of the Meyford by Bruce Robertson 487 

Model Soldiers: military policeman conversion by Roy Dilley 490 

New Kits and Models: latest releases reviewed 492 

Letters to the Editor: your chance to win a free Airfix kit 496 

Military Modelling: Puma armoured car by Chris Ellis 497 

Photopage: Middle East pictures from a reader 498 


Editorial Offices: 


Circulation Department: 


PSL Publications Ltd 
9 Ely Place 
London, EC1 
Tel: 01-405 2297 

Advertisement Offices: 
Stanbury + Treadway Ltd 
9 Ely Place 
London, EC1 
Tel: 01-405 1721 


Surridge Dawson & Company (Productions) Ltd 
Publishing Department, 136/142 New Kent Road, London, SE1 
Telephone: 01-703 5480 

Airfix magazine is pubilshed for the proprietors, Airfix Products Ltd. by PSL Pubilcations 
Limited, on the fourth Friday of each month. Annual subscription rate 368 (USA SS.SO) from 
Surridge Dawson & Company (Productions) Ltd. Second Class postage paid at New York Post 
Office, N.Y. 


All articles and illustrations published in AIRFIX magazine are 
strictly copyright, and may not be reproduced without written per- 
mission from the Publishers. The Editor welcomes the submiesion of 
editorial material, which should be accompanied by return postage. 
Though every care is taken, the publishers cannot accept responsibility 
for safe keeping of editorial contributions. 



MEMBER or TRi AUDIT 
BUREAtr OF CiRCULATlONB 


June, 1970 


463 



O UT of the 2,390 Swordfish built, LS326 is undoubtedly the 
best known of all. The story of its survival over the last 
20 years is an incredible one. Few people who have seen this 
remarkable old aircraft flying can possibly appreciate the luck, 
attention and. most of all, the dedication which has been needed 
to keep it airworthy. Although it has never seen operational 
service nor has any other claim to fame, this sole surviving 
example of the war-time biplane torpedo bomber has been 
virtually rebuilt twice since its manufacture by Blackburn Air- 
craft at Sherburn-in-EImet in 1943. Recently, after a complete 
change of engine, LS326 has flown again and will this year be 
demonstrated at air displays throughout the country. 

There is little record of LS326's service during the war except 
that it was used for training purposes and communications 
flying, based at the Naval Air Station at Culham, near Oxford, 
and Worthy Down, near Winchester. There is an indication 
that in 1944 it could have sustained damage or an engine failure 
as a replacement Pegasus 30 engine (Serial No 38123/A 411070) 
was installed by Blackburns at Sherburn-in-Elmet. The airframe 
hours at this time were listed as only 22. 

LS326's only moment of glory came at the end of the war in 
Europe when it formed part of the large victory display of air- 



craft in Hyde Park. The Admiralty soon afterwards put the 
aircraft up for disposal and it was purchased in the autumn 
of 1945 by Fairey Aviation together with five other Swordfish 
which Pest Control Ltd of Cambridge intended to use for crop 
spraying. The project fell through — five Swordfish were reduced 
to scrap but LS326 survived and was hangared at Heston air- 
field. 

In October 1947, painted silver with Service roundels and 
identification marks, it was flown by Peter Twiss the Fairey 
Chief Test Pilot to Hamble aerodrome where a Check 1 and 
minor modifications were put in hand. Following various test 
flights LS326 was declared fully serviceable and it remained at 
Hamble pending further use. Eventually a year later due to 
lack of space it was dismantled and transferred by road to 
White Waltham for storage. 

Six years later Sir Richard Fairey, the dynamic founder of 



1.5326 in typical attitude. A very slow flypast the crowds at an air day 
with the two crew members standing at the salute. 



Pre-war flight deck scene with Swordfish engines running up before 
take-off, probably aboard HMS Ark Royal. 


Fairey Aviation, reputedly saw Swordfish NF389 flying at 
Gosport and decided that ‘We must have ours flying again’, 
and set the wheels in motion. LS326 was therefore transferred 
by road back to Hamble in September 1954. Those who remem- 
bered the splendid condition of the aircraft six years before 
almost wept ; instruments, electrical fittings, compressor, start- 
ing magnetos and landing and flying wires were all missing. The 
aircraft was in a very dilapidated state. 

Mr Len Pearce, the manager at Hamble who had been res- 
ponsible for the production of early versions of the Swordfish, 
called in Mr Archie Pitt and set him the task of getting LS326 
airworthy : ‘Keep the cost down’, he directed : ‘Train some 
apprentices on it : Sir Richard wants it yesterday so don’t make 
a hospital case out of it’, So started the first major episode in 
the aircraft’s life. Archie Pitt, who is now works manager at 
British Hovercraft Corporation, was to see the Swordfish 
through to 1960. Without his perseverance the aircraft would 
not be flying today. A complete survey was made of the remains. 
Preliminary investigation disclosed that it was obviously a 
greater task than first envisaged. Archie Pitt recalls, ‘During 
this period we cleaned and removed all the fittings down to the 
bare fuselage. Whilst preparing the list of requirements for the 
rebuild, cleaning of the structure continued, in many cases to 
the bare metal. As the engine was obviously a key factor we 
partially dismantled the bottom cylinder assemblies to ascertain 
the internal condition which in fact was highly satisfactory. At 
this time the engine had only run a total of 17 hours 30 minutes. 
In March 1955 we were ready to proceed with the full rebuild 
having discussed engine problems with the Engine Division oT 
the Bristol Aeroplane Co. Then started a massive search for 
replacement items. We had decided to modify the aircraft where- 
by we could delete the 12 volt electrical system and all arma- 
ments, and install a 24 volt system with a revised panel layout 
and instrumentation. 

‘During the summer months we doubted that we would ever 
see LS326 airborne again. We scoured junk yards, scrap metal 
dealers and bona fide aircraft spares dealers. RNAS, Lee-on- 
Solent, were most helpful. Bearing in mind that they wanted 
to keep their own Swordfish NF389 airworthy, they allowed 
us to have any spares we required provided they had at least 
three of each in stock. We climbed over a pile of wreckage 
among junk from ATDU and discovered about 20 odd items 
including four incidence wires and a compressor. All were 
cleaned, tested and passed serviceable. We also asked the fitters 
to check around boxes and stores at Hamble where we found 
odd items. A very essential hand starting magneto was re- 
trieved from a shed where it had been used for gas torch 
ignition. Additionally, we manufactured odd items in our work- 
shops and bought proprietary items from recognised dealers 
where possible.’ 

In September 1955 LS326 began to take shape. In the dope 
shop Hazel Davies and her team of girls had by then com- 
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pletely renewed all the fabric coverings and Sir Richard Fairey 
had given clearance for the aircraft to be finished in Fairey 
colours of silver wings with Fairey blue fuselage. 

During the first week of October 1955 Geoffrey Alington 
climbed into the pilot’s seat and completed a satisfactory test 
flight, reporting that level speed was 127 knots at an all-up 
weight of 7,000 lb. On completion of test flying the aircraft was 
given back to White Waltham aerodrome and joined the 
‘Fairey Fleet’ of civil aircraft. It was used for demonstrations 
and routine flying with the civil registration G-AJVH. 

In March 1959, Fairey Aviation were asked by 20tb Century 
Fox if they could use the Swordfish in the making of the film 
Sink the Bismark. Some of the flying was done on board HMS 
Centaur in the Channel and after the film was over the Sword- 
fish went to RNAS Lossiemouth where it remained until the 
next Air Day. For the film the Swordfish was painted in camou- 
flage colours with the code letters 5A. These belonged to the 
leader of the first wave of aircraft attacking the Bismark from 
HMS Ark Royal. This colour scheme has been retained to this 
day. 

20th Century Fox completed their requirements at White 
Waltham with a series of fly pasts for sound recording. This 
ended LS326's only ‘star’ role, one in which it earned Fairey 
Aviation the total sum of £425 — a small return for the years of 
care and work. 

Westland Aircraft took over the aviation interest of Fairey’s 
in 1960 and in September of that year Swordfish LS326 was 
presented by them to the Royal Naval Air Station, Yeovilton. 

So, 15 years after being put up for disposal the aircraft was 
back with the Fleet Air Arm. Its condition at this time was 
good and one could expect the engine to run for a further 400 
hours. Keeping it flying without a source of spares was another 
matter. The pattern of LS326's usage was set early on— 
basically, flying at big air displays throughout the United King- 
dom and at Naval Air Days. In 1962 the Board of Admiralty 
decreed that the Swordfish could be kept as a flying exhibit on 
specially authorised occasions and for the necessary preliminary 
practice flights, and was to be relegated to static display only 
when its serviceability or its appearance rendered it unfit or 
unsuitable as a flying exhibit. The retention however was not to 
involve the Navy Estimates in any cost. 

In March 1965 the spares situation was getting serious. The 
officers concerned with the aircraft were searching high and low 
and the Commanding Officer at Yeovilton wrote to Vice- 
Admiral Sir Richard Smeeton, then Flag Officer Naval Air 
Command, listing 12 urgent parts which were needed to achieve 
the 150 engine hours remaining. Admiral Smeeton in turn wrote 
to Bristol Siddeley Engines who gave their unstinted co-opera- 
tion in keeping the Pegasus engine serviceable. Later that year 
the aircraft was fitted with UHF radio so that it could continue 
to take part in displays. Slowly the hours began running out on 
the engine which had been installed in 1944. In 1967 it had 
run 419 hours, some 81 remaining at the most. At this point 
Lieutenant Commander Bob Evans joined the Air Station as 
Maintenance Test Pilot and Air Engineering Officer of Heron 
Flight, where the Swordfish was kept. Like Archie Pitt before 
him he became a key figure in LS326’s battle for survival. 

Everyone knew that the problem was becoming acute, and a 
scheme was put forward to actually build a spare engine. Bob 
Evans wrote to all the air publications telling them of the search 
for a spare engine. ‘We got dozens of replies’ he said. 'They 

Swordfish JVF389 the non-flying aircraft kept by the Royal Navy at 
Lee-on-Solent. The photograph was taken at last year's Air Day. Note 
the ‘5B’ code stilt showing after its application for the film 'Sink the 
Bismark . 




Chief Petty Oflicer Christopher Forbes at work on the Pegasus engine 
rebuilt at RNAS Yeovilton. 


were given the names of scrap yards in the Midlands and also 
heard of a Swordfish which had crashed in the highlands of 
Scotland. Coverage in the national press brought forth someone 
who had surveyed some unwanted engines in the Canal Zone. 
They also heard of some Swordfish flying in Ontario, Canada. 
Every avenue of research was covered until one of the main- 
tenance ratings on the flight happened to visit the Imperial War 
Museum, London, and reported on the condition of a Sword- 
fish on exhibition there. The Museum had another spare engine 
in their store and Bob Evans negotiated to borrow it, remove 
the bits and started rebuilding the crankcase. By then they also 
had a set of shafts and rods and two halves of the case and 
reduction gear. 

‘We knew that the engine in the Imperial War Museum was 
in fair condition but the authorities were rather loathe to let us 
have it,’ he said. ‘However, eventually we talked them into ex- 
changing their spare for ours, having refurbished it so that the 
engine looked good externally.’ In the summer of 1969 Bob 
Evans went to the Museum with Chief Petty Officer Christopher 
Forbes and Leading Air Mechanic Steve Redwin to exchange the 
engine in the Swordfish. They arrived at the Museum on a very 
hot day and found that there was no way of lifting the spare 
engine off the back of their lorry. They eventually decided to 
use one of the trees in the park nearby and swung the engine 
on to it and then lowered it down. Getting the engine out of 
the Swordfish in the Museum was another story. They had to 
lower the airframe off its stand, roll it forward and let the air 
out of the tyres so that the airframe was as low as possible 
before unclipping the engine and putting the jacks in place. 

Once back at Yeovilton, the engine was stripped down, and 
the nine cylinders and pistons, along with the pieces they already 
had, were put together to start making up a new engine. Out- 
side assistance was given by Rolls-Royce Bristol Engine Division 
who rebuilt the crankshaft, con-rod assembly and crank case, 
re-certified the reduction gear supercharger, and gave technical 
assistance and advice on modifying the sealing of the tappit 
rollers. New piston rings were also manufactured and in the 
case of one of the tools required to do the job they had to go 
back to the original drawings dated 1932 and actually make the 
item required. 

MeanwhUe, LS326 had been flying on a limited basis. On 
July 22, 1969, while being piloted by Captain Paddy McKeown 
(the Chief Staff Officer to Flag Officer Naval Flying Training), 
the engine momentarily stalled whilst returning from a display 
at Booker airfield. Bob Evans and his team checked the fuel 
system hopefully thinking that the trouble might be a blocked 
carburettor jet or water in the fuel system. Unfortunately it was 
not the case, and further inspection was needed. On removing 
the cylinders the valve seats of Nos 5 and 8 were found to be 
cracked and the compression rings were also broken. Regret- 
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The world'e greatest value In construction kits 


Fw 189A-2 


^ Handley Page Jetstream 


^pHE Fw 189 was one of the Luftwaffe’s most successful 
-L reconnaissance aircraft in World War 2 and was extensively 
used on the Russian Front. Several versions of the aircraft went 
into service and when production ceased in 1944 some 800 had 
been manufactured. 

In the 1 : 72 scale Airfix model the 3^ inch long transparent 
central nacelle includes three finely-sculptured figures ; the pilot, 
navigator and observer, plus two of the aircraft’s four 7.9 mm 
machine guns to cover against attack from behind or overhead. 
The 10 inch wing span, slender twin booms and tailplane assembly 
clearly show the rugged construction of the Fw 189 which enabled 
the aircraft to withstand substantial ground and aerial punish- 
ment and still remain operational. The particular variant modelled 
by Airfix is the Fw 189A-2. 

Moveable parts include the propellers of the two engines, the. 
overhead machine gun and the undercarriage wheels. Other 
external embellishments in this 67 piece kit arc landing light 
detail, external bomb racks and bombs slung under the wings 
and a radio antenna. Price is 4s 3d. 


Above, top to bottom: FW 189, Ford Escort, and Jetstream 3M are 
latest Airfix releases. 

have incorporated an enormous amount of intricate detail. 
Remove the bonnet and there is the finely-detailed engine, includ- 
ing the battery and radiator. Inside, a driver is seated behind 
the steering wheel and authentic dashboard. Panoramic front 
and rear windows show the detail of the interior which includes 
gear change, handbrake, air conditioning system and interior 
furnishings. Price is 4s 3d. 


In the Air — continued 


fully the Swordfish was grounded and for the first lime in many 
years the public attending Yeovilton’s Air Display in September 
were without the familiar sight of the Swordfish lumbering by. 

Throughout the winter, Lieutenant Commander Martin 
Johnson, who had relieved Bob Evans, Chief Petty Officer 
Forbes, and Leading Air Mechanic Redwin worked on the 
engine, finally fitting it into the Swordfish after Christmas. On 
January 17, 1970, the new engine was test run on the ground 
in the presence of quite a few spectators. The engine, Serial 
No P38859, fired on the first crank. 

In all, some 550 hours have been spent rebuilding this engine 
at Yeovilton. Work which has involved many different people 
all with one aim, simply to keep LS326 flying. Now it is hoped 
to certify the new engine for a further 500 hour life. With an 
average use of 50 hours each year the Swordfish has a new lease 
of life for at least ten further years. The airframe is still com- 
paratively young and excluding mishaps could go on for any- 
thing up to 5,000 hours. 

Plans are being made to start rebuilding another engine with 
the Imperial War Museum crank case and the cylinders which 
have been acquired from various sources around the country. 

LS326, the last of the Swordfish, will fly for many years yet, 
a tribute not only to the courageous Fleet Air Arm fliers of 
World War 2, but also to their jet age successors who have 
done so much to keep this historic machine flying. 

Note : Information for this article was supplied by Lieut 
Cmdr H. Lipscomb. RN, Public Relations Officer, RNAS, Yeo- 
vilton. 
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J ETSTREAM, the Handley Page twin-turbo prop aircraft, was 
designed primarily for the general aviation market in 
America. Although production of the aircraft was centred at 
Radlett in Hertfordshire, the tail unit was built in Canada, the 
wings in Scotland and the power plants for the civil version were 
supplied from France, and from the United States for the military 
type. 

The new Airfix kit features the Jetstream 3M which is the 
military version as originally scheduled for supply to the US 
Air Force for a variety of training, communications and aero/ 
medical activities. Behind the transparent cockpit canopy are 
seated the pilot and co-pilot in flying gear and inside the cabin 
are seats and six stretchers. Window transparencies for the cabin 
are supplied ready for cementing into position on both sides of 
the fuselage. The doors of the fuselage can be modelled in the 
closed or open position, which features aircraft steps, and the 
undercarriage can be fixed retracted or down. 

A full set of the latest US Air Force transfers and painting 
instructions are contained in the kit, though the recent demise 
of the Handley Page firm means that the variant modelled by 
Airfix will not fly in US service. Kit price is 6s. 


E ight different versions of the Ford Escort car are available, 
from the saloon to the estate car, and Airfix have chosen 
to model the former. 

Although this 1 ; 32 scale kit is under 7 inches long, Airfix 
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Civil Register 

BRITISH CIVIL AIRCRAFT REGISTER, by Gordon Swan- 
borough and John W. R. Taylor. Published by Ian Allan 
Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, Middx. Price 50s. 

V LTHOUGH the civil aircraft enthusiast has had, for a num- 
ber of years, lists of aircraft registrations from the start of 
civil flying 50 years ago, published by the aviation societies, 
there has not been a comprehensive book on this subject. 

Recognising the need Ian Allan have produced a complete 
record of all of the 16,000 aircraft that have appeared on the 
British register since 1919. The book follows the style already 
laid down by author John W. R. Taylor in his annual civil 
register books but leaves out much of the detail about previous 
ownership, constructors numbers and eventual fate of the aircraft. 
Starting with G-EAAB, a DH6 registered in April 1919 all 
aircraft, including those not imported to this country, have been 
shown. The work is current up to Trident 3 G-AWZZ yet to be 
built for BEA. Notes are included to show such information as 
first flight dates of prototypes, individual aircraft names in the 
case of fleets of aircraft and other interesting facts. 

In the appendices a section is devoted to reference material 
on every different type of aircraft on the British civil register 
giving dimensions, engine details and performance figures. Nearly 
150 photographs, some of great rarity, illustrate the text. 

Airspeed story 

AIRSPEED AIRCRAFT SINCE 1931, by H. A. Taylor. Published 
by Putnam <4 Co Ltd, 9 Bow Street, London WC2. Price SOr. 

L atest in the splendid Putnam aeronautical books series, this 
volume follows the style set by its forerunners, with detailed 
authoritative text, masses of pictures, many of them rare, and small 
scale drawings. Airspeed aircraft symbolise typical British aviation 
products of the ‘thirties, with types like the Ferry, Courier, Envoy, 
and Oxford familiar to all. In fact, the Airspeed company h-oj a 
product of the ’thirties, its founders being senior staff made redun- 
dant by the termination of the R.lOO and R.lOl airship programme. 
Among them was Nevil Shute, subsequently more famous as a 
novelist. This book makes absorbing reading and its well-known 
author actually worked for the company in the days of its last great 
project, the Airspeed Ambassador (Elizabethan), surely one of the 
most graceful and attractive of post-war British aircraft. Included in 
the definitive coverage arc many projects which will be new to most 
readers and the appendices give individual histories of all the 
principal Airspeed production types, except for the Horsa glider. 
Highly commended to aviation enthusiasts and like all books in this 
series, it is fine value for money. 

Under sail 

SPRITSAIL BARGES OF THE THAMES AND MEDWAY, 
by Edgar J. March. Price 84^ untilJuly 1, 1970, then 105j. 

THE MERCHANT SAILING SHIP, A PHOTOGRAPHIC 
HISTORY, by Basil Greenhill and Ann Giffard. Price 50j. 

Both published by David & Charles Ltd, South Devon House, Newton 
Abbot, Devon. 

T WO splendidly nostalgic books for ship-lovers, the first of these 
is a reprint of a book published first in 1948, and now revised 
Isightly. Included in the book is a section on modelling some of the 
beautiful old barges described, complete with a fine selection of 
scale drawings, and detail drawings of rig and fittings. This publica- 
tion has long been sought after by ship enthusiasts and its re- 
appearance is most welcome. The text is highly detailed and covers 
the historical aspects, the various types of b?rge, the old barge races, 
the main barge centres, and aspects of trade and barge operation. In 
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short an essential reference book on the subject, and very well pro- 
duced. There is an exceUent selection of photographs. 

The second book we found even more fascinating, for the authors 
have literally had the run of the National Maritime Museum 
archives and have produced some very rare photographic gems in- 
deed, pictures covering the days of sail from 1840 onwards. So there 
are photographs which many readers would hardly expect to exist, 
such as Swansea Harbour in the 1840s, and ship repairs in Newcastle 
in 1845, a really exciting glimpse of the 19th Century which brings 
the subject more vividly to life than any paintings, drawings, or 
replicas ever could. This makes a most handy reference book for ship 
modellers, really capturing the atmosphere of the times — you can 
almost smell the salt and the tar! Both books would also be worth 
a glance from railway modellers, for anyone who has tried to re- 
produce small harbour or dockyard scenes will find many scenic 
ideas among the wonderful old pictures reproduced. 

Land and sea 

BRITISH TANKS AND FIGHTING VEHICLES, 1914-45, 
by B. T. White. Price 42j. 

WARSHIPS OF THE BRITISH AND COMMONWEALTH 
NAVIES, by H. T. Lemon. Price A2s 
Both published by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, Middx. 

B oth these volumes are in the usual Ian Allan style, well pro- 
duced and packed with good reference material. The first book 
gives a very readable and well-arranged account of British AFVs and 
their development until 1945. Just over half the book has been pub- 
lished before, however, in separate sections covering tanks and 
armoured cars respectively. With additional sections covering 
specialised armour and carriers it makes a very complete and handy 
volume, highly commended for armour enthusiasts. 

The second book is an updated edition of a work first published in 
1966. When reviewing the first edition we praised it highly, and in its 
latest form it is even better, with more pictures and numerous detail 
diagrams and class tables. All entries are grouped by function rather 
than by official classification, which is a sensible idea. The only 
depressing thing about it is seeing how much Britain's naval strength 
has been whittled away under the short-sighted defence cuts of 
recent years. 

Model aircraft 

THE MODEL AIRCRAFT HANDBOOK, by Howard G. 
McEniee. Published by Robert Hale <4 Co Ltd, price 35s. 

T his excellent book packs a quart into a pint pot. The 
author deals with every aspect of the flying aircraft model 
hobby in concise detail and even finds space for a chapter 
devoted to the growing field of model rocketry. 

Anyone wishing to start building and flying in any branch of 
the hobby whether it be free flight, control line or indoor flying 
can learn something from the handbook. Even the most ex- 
perienced modeller will find something of interest. Each section 
is amply illustrated by line drawings, well executed, adding 
much to the explanations given in the text. 

Famous fighters 

REPUBLIC P-47 THUNDERBOLT described. Part 2. by G. Duval. 
Published by Kookaburra Technical Publications, Australia, and 
available in Britain, from Motor Books <4 Accessories, 33 St Martins 
Court, London WC2. Price Ss 6d, postage extra. 

T his is the continuation of an earlier Kookaburra book 
which we reviewed in the last issue. Packed with excellent 
colour art, 1 : 72 scale drawings, four wartime colour pictures, 
and plenty of good clear pictures, this is the ideal reference 
work for anyone detailing or converting Thunderbolt models. 
More than any previous book we can recall on the P-47, this 
volume goes into small detail like bomb racks, armaments, and 
cockpit fittings. The colour art is beautifully reproduced, and 
it’s one of the best Kookaburra books we've seen. 

Military enthusiasts might like to know that Motor Books 
(address above) are now stocking the very useful US Army 
Engineers: Standard Camouflage Colours — which we reviewed 
here two months ago. Highly commended, the UK price via 
Motor Books is 27s 6d. postage extra. 
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Tank engine 
conversion 



SR ‘H* CLASS 0-4-4T 



fl^HERE were many more familiar 
-1- locomotives on the Southern Rail- 
way than the former South Eastern 
Railway ‘RI’ class 0-6-0 tanks and the 
choice of this prototype for the Hornby- 
Dublo 0-6-0T has always been a mystery 
to me. However, the Hornby-Dublo 
model, now happily available again from 
Wrenn, is very useful since the chassis 
forms the basis of some very fine Wills 
Finecast and K's Bodyline cast-metal kits. 
It was after the purchase of one of these 
kits recently that a Hornby-Dublo Rl 
tank locomotive body became spare and 
the idea for this conversion came to 
mind. 

The strong similarity between the ‘RP 
0-6-OT and the ex-SE & CR ‘H’ class was 
apparent and was confirmed when the 
body was held over a 4 mm scale draw- 
ing. There had to be some differences, of 
course, and these were mainly the fact 
that there was no sandbox above the 
footplate or curved lip along the top edge 
of the side tanks on the ‘H’ class and 
there was a longer coal bunker. These 
were but minor points and on the credit 
side there were a great number of points 
of similarity, mainly the flaired top coal 
bunker, pagoda roof cab, boiler mount- 
ings, smokebox door, basic overall 
dimensions and the characteristic shape 
of the locomotive. 

The ‘H’ class was, of course, widely 
used on the Southern Railway and later 
the Southern Region of BR. Sixty-six 
locomotives were built which made them 
far more numerous than the ‘Rl’ class, 
and they remained in service until the 
middle 1960s. They were to be found 
mainly on the Eastern Section on subur- 
ban and branch line passenger trains and 
from 1949 onwards large numbers of the 
class were fitted with pull and push 
apparatus for working auto-trains. Some 
of my most cherished memories are of 
seeing them on empty coaching stock 
workings into and out of Victoria station 
and on the two-coach articulated set on 
the Westerham branch. One locomotive, 
SE & CR No 263, has been preserved. 

The choice of motive power for the 
model was simple since the Triang ‘M7’ 
chassis can be made to fit without much 
difficulty. The main necessity is to replace 
the coupled wheels. The scale 6 ft 
coupled wheels of the Triang chassis look 
just as ridiculous on the ‘H’ class as they 
do on the ‘M7’. Why proprietary manu- 
facturers have to meddle with prototype 
dimensions I can never understand. We 
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The 'H' class tank engines were well-known on the Westerham branch 
where iXSAA was pictured in the winter o/ 1954-55. This engine is fitted 
for motor-train working (Norman Simmons). 



BY NORMAIM 


knocked out. I use a piece of steel rod 
slightly smaller than the axle, hold it on 
the a:de end and tap it with a hammer. 
The front axle is a little more difficult as 
the axle also contains the gear wheel and 
the chassis is not so strong at this point 
as two broken halves of a chassis frame 
in my junk box prove. After stripping the 
chassis frame down, it is as well to wash 
it in a detergent solution to remove the 
oil. All the screws and bits and pieces 
should be safely stored away and if you 
have any doubts about rc-asscmbly it is 
not a bad idea to make a few notes as 
to which screw goes where. 

The front end of the chassis frame 
should be amended as shown in Fig 2. It 
is hoped that this will be largely self- 
explanatory. Very little filing or cutting 
is required and a Junior Eclipse hacksaw 


SIMMONS 


and a small file is all that is required. 
The method of fixing the body to the 


have the absurd situation of the Hornby- 
Dublo Castle with wheels scale size for 
a ‘Hair and the Triang ‘M7’ with wheels 
big enough for a Southern ‘U’ or ‘UT 
mogul. Thankfully it is a relatively easy 
job to replace the wheels but it is not 
cheap as Romford driving wheels cost 
about 9s a pair with axle. 

It is best to strip the Triang ‘M7’ 
chassis entirely. The method will be ob- 
vious to many but it can be rather 
frightening to a novice who has just spent 
£2-3 of hard-earned money and is about 
to pull apart the article he has just pur- 
chased. Disconnect the plug-in electrical 
contacts to the firebox glow fitting. Un- 
clip the firebox glow fitting which is done 
by squeezing the sides gently with the 
fingers and at the same time pulling the 
fitting upwards to clear it from the slots 
in the frame into which it fits. Take out 
the brass electrical contacts that are held 
in with the brushes. Unsolder the brown 
lead. Unscrew the bottom screw holding 
the rear bogie pivot and puli the pick-up 
housing away. Unscrew the rear motor 


chassis 1 have devised is to slot the rear 
end of the chassis into the body (more 
about this later) and to bolt the front end 
with a bolt running through the footplate 
forward of the smokebox into a hole in 
the chassis. Unfortunately no such hole 
exists on the Triang chassis at this point 
and one has to be drilled and tapped. A 
8 BA hole is probably preferable although 
I made do with a 10 BA as this was the 
only tap I had to hand at the time. 

I fitted Romford wheels and used their 
21 mm coupled wheels which are un- 
fortunately 1 mm undersized, but I con- 

Below: Fig 1 shows the channel-shaped rear 
extension piece for the chassis. Arrowed is 
the lip left to fit into the slot at the rear of 
the coal bunker. Fig 2 shows new modified 
shape for front end of chassis block. Weak 
point to watch is marked with wavy line. 
Jtemove all shaded parts; dimensions given 
in millimetres. Drawings are full-size for 
model. 





mounting and pull out the motor. Un- 


screw and remove the rear chassis exten- 


sion piece, then unscrew the coupling 
rods. 

Now you are ready to knock out the 
axles to remove the wheels. The rear 
coupled wheel is the easiest since there 
is no gear wheel and the chassis frame is 
strong at this point to enable the frame 
to be suspended whilst the axle is 




Above, left: The model completed but prior to painting, with plastic card parts in white. Note the scale wheels fitted on the Triang chassis. Above: 
right: Model after painting in post-war Southern black livery. Couplings and brake pipes are yet to be fitted. Bottom of page: Detail views show 
all the cab and bunker modifications, and treatment for front end of footplate and splashers. 


sider this preferable to the 2 mm over- 
size of the Triang wheels when one con- 
siders that the flanges have to be oversize. 
The Romford wheels have smaller axles 
than the Triang but special brass bushes 
arc available from most model railway 
retailers, which overcome this problem. 
It is possible these might need easing into 
place either into the chassis holes or over 
the Romford axles as I have found them 
to be a tight fit on some occasions, but 
a few light twists with the tapered handle 
end of a small file has been enough to 
cure the problem, Don’t forget to buy an 
extra fifth brass bush with which to re-fit 
the gear wheel. Romford wheels have no 
crank pins but I have found it a simple 
matter to drill and tap the crank pin 
holes 10 BA and use the Triang crank 
pin screws. 

We will leave the chassis at this stage 
to turn to the bodywork. Removal of the 
curved lip to the top of the side tanks 
was a simple piece of surgery but called 
for a sharp craft knife blade and file. 
The Hornby plastic is particularly hard 
and tough, quite unlike Airfix, but it 
responds reasonably well and appears to 
lake polystyrene cement and Mek liquid 
cement. It was decided to fit wire hand- 
rails and the plastic ones were removed 
at this stage. The sandboxes were also 
found reasonably simple to remove. Now 
the coal bunker was removed by saw 
cutting immediately behind the cab. In 
fact the cab back was used as a guide to 
the saw when making the first cut. Care 
was taken to make this cut vertical and 
to line up the cuts on both sides. The 
coal bunker was extended with a spacer 
of 60 thou plastic card, 8.5 mm wide, 
inserted between the rear section and the 
cab. An additional piece of 30 thou 
plastic card, 16.5 mm wide, was cemented 
behind. The assembly was strengthened 
by cementing a floor 24 mm wide by 
16 mm long at a level immediately above 
the rear chassis fixing slot in the back 
of the bunker and further strength was 
afforded by extending the cab back with 
a piece of plastic card 24 mm wide down 
to the floor. Extra pieces of plastic card 
were used to build up the curved lip top 
to the bunker and the footplate valances. 
The whole assembly was given a liberal 
wash of liquid cement and allowed to" 
dry unhindered. Afterwards it was a 
pleasure to carefully carve, file and 
smooth to shape. 

The gaps in the forward splashers and 
smokebox sides were filled in with plastic 
card. First a strip of 30 thou card 10 mm 
wide was placed inside along the flat 
vertical sides of the smokebox, the posi-' 
tion of the wheel arch was marked and 


cut out and the piece was cemented in 
place. The top of the footplate and the 
splashers was then built up with strips of 
plastic card approximately 3 mm wide. 
The underside of the footplate forward 
of the smokebox was built up with plastic 
card approximately 2 mm thick to bring 
the body the right height above rail level 
when fixed to the chassis. The exact 
height depends upon how much metal has 
been removed when the chassis modifica- 
tions were made, but I found one piece 
of 20 thou plastic card cemented across 
the full width of the underside of the 
footplate and another piece of 60 thou 
plastic card 15 mm X 9 mm cemented 
centrally did the trick. 

It is as well at this stage to consider 
the chassis mounting screw. I used a 
countersunk screw but if I was doing the 
job again I would use a cheese-head 
screw instead, drilling the hole in the 
footplate large enough to take the head 
of the screw, and the hole in the piece 
of 60 thou plastic card just large enough 
to take the shank. Unfortunately, I woke 
up to that idea too late to do anything 
about it as the pieces were by then all 
cemented together. A further refinement 
can be added by closing up the ugly cab 
front window openings (obviously their 
distorted oval shape was dictated by 
moulding techniques) and drilling new 
circular spectacle plate holes in the 
correct position 2 mm higher. Finally, a 
strip of 20 thou card can be cemented 
round the edge of the roof to give a 
projection over the front and back of the 
cab. 



Purists may like to consider further 
modifications; for instance, the length of 
the footplate forward of the smokebox 
should be reduced by 3 mm and the 
entrance to the cab should be brought 
forward but not central as shown in the 
Skinley drawing 1 have in my possession. 
I decided not to attempt this as this 
would involve moving the steps. Another 
modification is to fit Ramsbottom safety 
valves and, if you like, tapered shank 
buffers instead of the short parallel ones 
on the Hornby-Dublo model. The chim- 
ney cap needs to be cemented as there 
is no longer a body fixing screw to hold 
it in place as there was with the ‘Rl’. 

To return to the chassis and in parti- 
cular the rear extension, if the sides of 
the ‘U’ shaped extension piece are cut 
away for the final 9.5 mm it will be found 
that the extension piece can be made to 
slot through the slot already provided 
in the rear panel of the coal bunker. This 
is a tremendous stroke of good fortune 
as by chance the slot is the correct height 
and the resultant fitting of the chassis is 
simple and robust. After fitting the 
chassis in place the chassis extension 
piece which projects through the slot 
beyond the coal bunker can be marked 
off and subsequently removed. 

The next major change is to the bogie 
wheelbase which needs to be reduced to 
a wheelbase of 20 mm. I simply drilled a 
new axle hole to accommodate the rear 
axle and cut and filed the bogie to shape, 
making sure not to open out the box in 
the top of the bogie frame which accom- 
modates the retaining leaf spring. It was 
found necessary to file the inside edges 
of the rear buffer beam to allow the bogie 
to swing unhindered. Sandboxes under 
the footplate, both in front and behind 
the coupled wheels, are prominent 
features of the class and can be cut from 
plastic card and cemented to the under- 
side of the body. The only other modifi- 
cation required to the chassis is to reduce 
the width and length of the firebox glow 
fitting to fit the reduced cab floor area. 
The width should be approximately 
24 mm and the length 15 mm. 

In Southern Railway days the ’H’ 
Class were painted in lined green pas- 
senger livery with large numerals on the 
tank sides. This was obscured by un- 
relieved black as engines were repainted 
during the war and the number was 
transferred from the tank sides to the 
bunker panels. After nationalisation the 
class were painted in the standard BR 
lined black mbted traffic locomotive 
livery. The smokebox numberplate can 
be retained or removed depending on 
the livery you are using. 
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Above: Two views of the Carrier, tVindsor Mk I, showing tilt supports 
in place and the interior which, compared to the Universal Carrier, was 
very roomy (Imperial War Museum). 


Part 12: The Windsor and T16 Carriers 


further carrier types produced in the war years were 
of Canadian and American origin respectively, the 
Windsor and the TI6. 

Carrier, Windsor Mk I*: Introduced in 1943 (and at first 
known as the ‘Campbell Carrier'), the Windsor was built by 
the Ford Motor Company of Canada backed by the 
Canadian Department of Munitions and Supply. This vehicle 
was designed as a replacement for the Loyd Carrier as a 
towing vehicle. Incorporating 90 per cent of Loyd compo- 
nents, the design was based on the Universal Carrier but 
projected as a much larger and more powerful vehicle, the 
suspension system consisting of four road wheels and two 
return rollers either side. Armour was riveted bullet-proof 
steel plate throughout. 

User trials of this vehicle proved so very satisfactory that 
it was proposed as an interim measure to replace all Loyd 
Carriers with the Windsor and serious consideration was 
given to develop the Windsor Carrier to undertake the func- 
tions of the Universal Carrier. Due to mechanical trouble 
experienced after production had begun, the vehicle was only 
in service in small numbers by the end of the war. The 
Windsor Carrier could be adapted for any of numerous 
special roles with necessary changes of the stowage arrange- 
ment. The different versions are described here. 

4.2 inch Mortar Platoon, Mortar Carrier: This vehicle had 
a crew of five, and carried 22 rounds of 4.2 inch mortar 


Below: The Windsor in the 6 pdr AIT Gun Tower role with the llth 
Armoured Division, 1945 (Imperial War Museum). 



ammunition on the trackguards in the rear compartment. It 
towed the mortar on a trailer. 

4.2 inch Mortar Platoon, Senior Commander’s Vehicle: 
This had a crew of four men and carried 20 rounds of 4.2 
inch mortar ammunition. A Sten carbine and three rifles 
were carried in the rear compartment. A Bren LMG and 
ammunition was stowed in the front compartment. Provision 
was made for installation of a No 19 or No 22 W/T set in 
the right-hand rear compartment. A telephone loudspeaker 
control unit was stowed in a bin at the rear of the engine 
enclosure. 

4.2 inch Mortar Platoon, Junior Commander’s Vehicle: 
This had a crew of two men and carried 48 rounds of 4.2 
inch mortar ammunition in the rear compartment plus a 
Bren LMG and ammunition in the front compartment 

6 pdr Anti-Tank Gun Towing Carrier: This vehicle was 
used by some infantry battalions in 21 Army Group 1945, 
as a towing vehicle for A/T platoons instead of the Universal 
or Loyd. It had a crew of five men, and carried four boxes 
of 6 pdr ammunition and detachment stores in the rear 
compartment. 

6 pdr Ammunition Carrier: A ‘limber’ vehicle for the gun 
tower, it had a crew of two, carried four boxes of 6 pdr 



ammunition, plus main and auxiliary gun shields and 6 pdr 
gun spares and accessories in the rear compartment. 

Basic specification for the Windsor Carrier was as follows: 
Weight (less stowage, crew, fuel): 9.350 lb; height (overall): 
4 ft 9i inches; length (overall) including tow hook: 172i 
inches; width (overall): 83 inches; Engine: Ford V-8, 95 hp; 
max speed (governed): 35 mph; armour: 5-10 mm (front), 
7 mm (sides and rear). 

Carrier, Universal, T16, Mk I: Designed in 1942, the TI6 
carrier was manufactured in the United States and was the 
result of experimental work carried out by the Ford Motor 
Company of America in an attempt to design a more satis- 
factory vehicle than the existing Universal and Loyd carriers. 

While retaining the basic shape of the Universal, the 
principal changes in design provided for the use of the hand 
lever controlled differential steering system (the British 
Universal Carrier had wheel controlled steering), a Ford V-8 
GAU Mercury engine, a re-designed and simplified welded 
hull structure, and refinement of the track and suspension, 
which now consisted of four road wheels (in units of two) 
and two return rollers either side. Three types of road wheel 
were used; up to the first 1,9(X) vehicles the spokes of the 
road wheel were straight, but after this they were curved. 
Solid disc wheels were also used. 

AIRFIX magazine 



Above: Early production T\6 Carrier with straight-spoked wheels 
(Col R. J. Icks). 


Production of 30,000 vehicles for the British was authorised 
by an agreement between the British Tank Mission to USA 
and the US Tank Committee, but only a limited number had 
been built and taken into British service by the end of the 
war. A few were used operationally by the Australians in 
the Far East. However, the main use for the T16 came after 
the war when a number were used by the British for several 
years. The T16 vehicles were intended to undertake the same 
roles as performed by the Universal Carrier, the transport 
of personnel and cargo, as tower for the 6 pdr anti-tank gun. 
and carrier for the 4.2 inch mortar. When used in this role 
the base plate was carried on the bow and the barrel on the 
centre bulkhead. 

Stowage arrangement for the British armament consisted 
of one PIAT, two Bren LMGs. one 2 inch smoke mortar and 
two .303 inch rifles. Provision for the installation of the 
British No 19 Wireless Set was also made. Brief details: 
crew: 4; combat load: 10,500 lb; length; 12 ft Hi inches; 
width: 6 ft Hi inches; height: 5 ft 1 inch; top road speed: 
30 mph; armour: hull front (upper) — 7/32 inches, front 
lower — 9/32 inches, sides — 9/32 inches, and rear — 9/32 inches. 
WD numbers allotted were in the range T.90001-T.1 17214. 

Carrier, Universal, T16E2, Mk II: This model was author- 
ised to replace the T16 in production in 1945, basically 
similar to the T16, this vehicle was re-worked to improve 
stability and give better bogie loading. The front road wheel 
or bogie was moved back 6 inches, the rear bogie was moved 
back 9 inches and reversed, and the drive axle was moved 
back 8 inches. This gave a ground contact length of 77 inches 
as against the 71 inches of the T16. 


Below: ri6£2 showing solid disc wheels and reversed rear bogie (R. 
Hunnicutt). Bottom i Late production T\f>of Swiss Army, showingtilt 
erected and curved-spoked wheels (Major J. W. Loop). 




It is of interest to note that when the design was first put 
in hand in USA, left hand drive was contemplated, trans- 
posing the arrangement of the front compartment. This was 
not proceeded with, possibly because US Army interest in 
the procurement of the T16 petered out at an early stage. 
An earlier instalment in this series inferred that left hand 
drive was used — this was not the case, however. 



1970 AIR SHOWS 


Compiled by Alan W. Hall 

Date 

Venue 

Event 

May 9 

RAF Odiham 

Open Dav 

10 

Merseyside 

Battle of the Atlantic 

15-16 

Goodwood 

Formula 1 Air Races 

16 

RAF Bentwaters 

USAF Open House 

25 

Blackbushe 

West London Air Day 


Sleap 

Air Display 


RAF Church Fenton 

SSAFA Air Display 


Hucknali 

RAFA Air Display 

30 


USAF Open House with 



Mildenhall participation 

30- 


Standard Sport Class 

June 7 


Gliding Nationals 

May 31 

Coventry 

Air Pageant 


Seething 

Wavenev Flying Group Rally 


Oid Warden 

Flying Display 

June 6 

Denham 

Air Pageant 

7 

Sunderland 

Air Day 

13 

Little Rlssington 

de Havilland Trophy 



Aerobatics 


Doncaster 

Air Dav 

13-21 

Nympsfield 

Western Nationals Gliding 

14 

Wolverhampton 

Flvlng Display 

18-21 

Biggin Hill 

International Air Fair 

26-30 

Merseyside 

Visit by HMS Atk Royal 

27 

Woodford 

Air Display 


Turnhouse 

Scottish Air Rally 

27-28 

Tollerton 

King's Cup Air Races 

Juiy 5 

Portmoak 

Scottish Regionals Gliding 


Old Warden 

Between the Wars Private 



Flying 

Juiy 11-12 

Sywell 

Flying for Fun Exhibition 



and Air Display 


Rochester 

Air Races and Display 

11-19 

Compton Abbas 

Dorset Regionals Gliding 

13-26 

RAF Hullavington 

World Aerobatics 



Championships 

16-18 


Liverpool Show — Includes 



flying by Army's Blue Eagles 



Helicopter Team 

18 

RNAS Lossiemouth 

Navy Air Day 

25 

RNAS Lee-on-Soleni 

Navy Air Day 

25-26 

Portland 

Navy Days 


Sutton Bank 

Northern Regionals Gliding 

July 26 

Old Warden 

Military Aviation 1910-1970 

31- 

Cranflaid 

BLAC Clinic 

2 

Panshangar 

Air Pageant 


Old Warden 

Small Display 

8-9 

RedhIII 

Fly-in and Air Races 

8-16 


Wycombe Regionals Gliding 

16 


Barnstormers 

22 


NATO Air Day 

22-28 


Inter-Club Soaring Meet 

22-31 

Doncaster 

Open Class Nationals Gliding 

23 

Skegness 

Barnstormers 

29- 

Lasham 

Lasham Regionals Gliding 


Old Warden 

Veterans 

30-31 

Halfpenny Green 

Goodyear Air Races 

31 

Tollerton 

Air Day 


RAF Alconbury 

USAF Open House 


RNAS Yeoilton 

Navy Air Dav 


7-13 Farnborough SBAC Flying Display and 


Exhibition 


12-13 

Shobdon 

Strongbow Air Races 

13 

VIetherthorpe 

Barnstormers 

19 

RAF Finningley 



Biggin Hill 

St Athan 

St Mawgan 
Benson 

Battle of Britain Open Day 

26 

Rochester 

Esso Tiger Aerobatics 

27 

Old Warden 

Edwardian 

Sibson 

Barnstormers 

October 7 

Sywell 

Exhibition of STOL Aircraft 

17-18 

Tees-side 

Air Races 

OVERSEAS AIR 

SHOWS 


June 20-28 

Mandelieu, Cannes 

France — General Aviation 
Show 
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A retrospective look at our 
first decade, 1960-1970 


iodelURS 


ptASTiC 


magazine 


T en years ago this month, Airfix Magazine made its first 
appearance on the modelling scene, so readers may forgive 
us if we make room in this issue for a page or two to mark the 
event. From what we hear, a surprisingly high number of readers 
seem to have all the issues of the magazine so far published, the 
claim ‘I've been a regular reader since issue No 1' being a not 
infrequent PS on readers’ letters. However, some of our present 
readers were not even born when Airfix Magazine first came out, 
and others have only become regular readers in recent years. 

It’s fun to look back, however, and discover that we seem to 
have stuck pretty rigidly to the terms of reference set out by the 
original publishers in I960, and reprinted here (below) in the 
facsimile of the first editorial page. From the list of contents 
promised, only the stamps, famous men, cartoons, and competi- 


c o onw. 
w:z c o 


O F the many trends and happenings of the recently departed "Fifties” perhaps the 
most important to those whose interests centre on models and layouts was the large 
scale arrival in Great Britain of plastic construction kits incorporating new-found detail, 
quality and accuracy. 

So enthusiastic has been the acceptance of plastic kits that already there are over 
5,000,000 regular modellers in Britain alone. 

Airfix has always been in the forefront of plastic kit development and is significantly 
the largest producer of this type of entertainment in Europe. 

And now, to make the ei\joymcnt of all plastic kits, models and layouts, more complete 
Airlix is introducing ;he monthly Airfix Magazine. 

Airfix Magazine which will be on sale both in the U.K. and overseas, will contain 
52 pages of news, pictures, cartoons, competitions and advertisements appealing to 
modellers of all ages interested in aircraft, ships, railways, cars, stamps and famous men 
of speed and adventure. 

It will also contain descriptions of the latest kits, models and accessories made by 
Airfix and all other manufacturers. There will be articles describing in detail particular 
railway stations, airports and villages on which scenic layouts can be based. 

Other features will describe accessible works of reference so that models can be finished 
more authentically. Outstanding layouts constructed by talented modellers will be dis- 
cussed and guidance will be given as to how kits can be motorised, canibalised, mechanised 
and generally adapted to give greater versatility and enjoyment. Another regular feature 
will give hints on the finer points of advanced plastic kit construction and on finishing 
techniques. All these articles will be written by experts. 

Above all Airfix Magazine will pursue a policy of assisting its readers towards a 
programme of more ambitious and satisfying modelling and to better and up-to-date 
knowledge of the ships, cars, aeroplanes, trains and other things and people on which 
models are based. 

In pioneering Amnx Magazine on behalf of plastic modellers Airfix affirm their inten- 
tion of supporting, editorially, other manufacturers of allied products in the hope that 
this will be beneficial to all concerned. 


Above: Cover of issue No 1 reproduced about two thirds of its original 
size. Covers of the early issues were in black and white only. That nice 
low price would buy you an issue less than a third our present thick- 
ness at the present time ! 

tions seem to have disappeared at a very early stage. Everything 
else, plus new subjects, remains pretty consistently represented in 
the contents. The only features which have remained virtually 
unchanged for the decade have been ‘In the Air’, ‘News from 
Airfix', ‘New Kits and Models’, ‘Book Reviews’ and ‘Letters to 
the Editor’, the regular departments in fact. All else has been 
modified over the years, mainly in a swing from articles which 
gave generalised ‘chatty’ coverage of their subjects to the more 
ruthlessly practical or ‘reference book' approach of recent years, 
which reflects the ever-increasing demand for background infor- 
mation and modelling ideas sought by the current generation of 
modellers. 

This is not unique to Airfix Magazine, of course, for over the 
same period the standard of modelling, and the standard of 
plastic kits (and their range) has increased considerably. So today 
there are paints, transfers, kits, reference books, and facilities 
available which the innocent purchaser of Airfix Magazine for 
June I960 (myself included) could never have foreseen in his 
wildest dreams. Similarly, from being regarded as little more than 
overgrown kid’s stuff in 1960, the plastic kit hobby seems, by 
1970, to have reached a pinnacle of acceptance so much so that 
manufacturers’ export figures get quoted in the city columns, 
plastic kits even figure occasionally in the trendy colour supple- 
ments, and some of the more exotic Japanese-made kits are so 

Continued on next page 
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34 New Kits and Models. 

36 Make it Authentic, by Alan Chadwick. 

35 Layout Realism, by Alex Bowie. 

40 Land Speed Record. 

42 Railway Kit Conversions. 

44 Cartoons. 

46 Railway Review, by John Kirk. 
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5 Editorial. 
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8 In the Air, by John Webb. 

10 Shipping Notes. 

13 Stamps, by Berry Wood. 

14 Jack Brabham, by Chris Nixon. 
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20 “We’re Boarding", by Timothy Stevens. 

24 News from Airhx. 

26 Pictures of the Month. 

28 Realistic Vidorious. 

30 Motorise your Zero. 

32 On Road and Track. 

FOR PLASTIC MODELLERS EVERYWHERE 


Cover Photo: A Short Sunderland GR-S 
in the colours of Royal Air Force 
Coastal Command, prepares to alight 
on peaceful waters. 


Left: Vintage conversion — this article actually appeared in issue No 2, 
July 1960, but it's reproduced here to original size and style, and is 
still of interest to today's modellers. Our page size increased to its 
present format from the September 1963 issue. Above: Facsimile of 
the first editorial page sets out 'our policy' which we still do our best 
to maintain. 

June, 1970 





Ten years on — continued 

complicated and so expensive that they are usually well beyond 
the financial reach of the youngsters at whom plastic kits were 
largely aimed in 1960. 

Fortunately, however, if the plastic kit hobby and the industry 
which supports it has expanded well up the price range, the 
exotic kits are still completely outnumbered by the inexpensive 
kits which form the ‘bread and butter' lines of the main manu- 
facturers’. Almost everything in the Airfix range of 1960, for 
instance, can still be had today and even though the galloping 
inflation of recent years has seen kit prices increase by something 
like 30 per cent (or more), it is still possible to build up a reason- 
ably imposing collection of models without spending much more 
than 3s per model, which is still inexpensive by comparison with 


many other hobbies. 

Taking a look back at our first issue, ‘News from Airfix’ 
announced the Dornier 217E-2, the Me 262, HMS Viclorioiis, 
and the Bristol Bloodhound missile set, all going strong today. 
The only plastic kits in the ‘New Kits and Models’ section were 
some Aurora offerings, everything else being car models, tools, 


Above: Old-timer still much in evidence is the Airfix Dornier Do 
2\1E‘1 which made its appearance the same month as Airfix Magazine 
and was the very first kit described in 'News from Airfix'. This is the 
same picture as appeared in our first issue. Released at the same time 
was the Me 262 and the Bloodhound which was recently 're-released' 
in the Hercules kit. 


Jetex flying models, and Superquick railway buildings. Plastic- 
kits figured more largely in later issues, however, and among the 
new releases you could have bought in the Summer of 1%0 were 
the Monogram Grumman Gulfhawk, a Neptune from Rcvcll, the 
USS Forest Sherman from the same firm, and a Supermarine 
Swift, no less, in 1:72 scale from Hawk. Military kits were very 
few and far between in 1960, however, with the Airfix range still 
to come. The earliest military review appeared in the September 
1960 issue when Aurora released their 1:48 scale Centurion 
Mk III. It was not until 1963 that the first regular military model- 
ling articles appeared and only in late 1966 that added pages 
allowed us to start expanding our military coverage in response 
to popular demand. Similarly, in 1960 when the magazine first 
appeared, the OO/HO size model soldiers were still a range of 
the future as were ship kits in any numbers. Soldiers in 54 mm 
scale in those days were still largely lead. 

So, in 1970, if the policy hasn’t changed editorially in Airfix 
Magazine, the contents certainly have, and squeezing all our usual 
subjects into the average issue of today has become a major 
monthly exercise in compression, a sort of editorial equivalent of 
forcing seven people into a BMC Mini. Sometimes something gets 
unavoidably left out (which leads to complaints from that section 
of our readership concerned) but fortunately we are lucky enough 
to have the most enthusiastic and loyal readers I have ever en- 
countered in my experience of publishing. This reflects in the 
postbag, which is so vast that I live almost permanently behind 
a mountain of letters, many of which will never get answered 
because there are not enough hours in the day. The letters which 
get published monthly represent under half of the total number 
of letters received on a very quiet day, and if we published all 
the letters we received, the entire magazine would consist of 
nothing but ‘Letters to the Editor'. At one time, when Airfix 
Magazine was one of a group of half a dozen or so publications, 
the letters received in one day usually totalled more than all the 
other magazines of the group received together in one week ! 
There is always a pile of letters about 18 inches deep on file and 
worthy (in my view) of publication, but only a very small pro- 
portion of these eventually get published. So this may explain 
things to readers who say they've written six times and never had 
anything published! 

Similarly, not a week goes by without someone asking for a 
job on the staff, and one keen French reader even offered to 
Below: Not in the first issue, but released soon after was the first 
Airfix 1 :600 scale ship kit, HMS Cossack, which is also still going 



come to England and do an English course at his own expense 
in return for a post as a draughtsman. Regretfully 1 always have 
to dispel these applicants’ fond illusions that there actually is a 
staff for, contrary to some impressions, Michael Bowyer doesn't 
just spend his time visiting airfields and writing about aircraft, 
and Alan Hall doesn’t spend all his time just making models. In 
fact, all our regular contributors started off as readers and only 
became contributors by the simple process of writing a ‘Letter 
to the Editor' in the first place. Only our stalwart and hard- 
working contributors, Messrs Bowyer and Hall were founder- 
contributors in 1960, and Alan Hall was actually the first Editor, 
in fact if not in title. Thus Airfix Magazine is very much the 
work of its readers — drawings, pictures, articles, the lot, with 
contributors’ ages ranging from 16 and upwards and occupations 
varying from schoolboys, schoolmasters and civil servants, to 
serving members of the armed forces. Airfix Magazine is also 
pretty mobile — wherever the Editor happens to be, in fact. Three 
issues were virtually put together in hospital, for instance, with 
no visible effect on the magazine but considerable upheaval at 
the hospital concerned — on this occasion an innocent contributqr 
who took a holiday in London specifically to meet the Editor, 
found himself shuttling page proofs and articles between office, 
hospital, and printer, and living in the Editor’s fiat for the dura- 
tion of his stayl 

One part of the editorial policy announced in Airfix Magazine’s 
first issue which has stayed unchanged is the last paragraph. We 
are able to be pretty unbiased, even though the magazine is 
actually owned by Airfix Products Ltd, and neither the Editor 
nor any of the contributors have any connection with Airfix 
other than as customers for their kits. Thus we have always 
reviewed other manufacturers’ products (when submitted for 
review) and hope that this remains ‘beneficial to all concerned' 
as the first editorial put it. Airfix kits do, of course, predominate 
in our practical conversion articles because that, in the first 
instance, was the idea of the magazine. 1 once worked out con- 
version possibilities from the Airfix catalogue and so extensive is 
the range that I reckon we could go on providing conversion 
ideas for another six to eight years at the present rate of pub- 
lishing, even if Airfix stopped releasing new kits! 

Even though nobody connected with the magazine has any 
direct link with Airfix, it is nonetheless amusing to find that a 
lot of readers think that Airfix Magazine contributors actually 
design the kits; they don't, but we pass on compliments (or 
brickbats) in the right direction. On a couple of occasions recently 
we’ve even been offered new factories by estate agents who 
thought we were Airfix! 

Enough of this digression, however, for it takes up space better 
devoted to conversion articles. It only remains to thank our ever- 
growing band of readers who have followed our efforts over the 
past ten years and those who have become contributors over that 
period. Now, just to round off our decade of publishing, our 
veteran contributor Michael Bowyer looks back at 1960 in an 
article which didn’t appear in the first issue. 

Chris Ellis 

AIRFIX magazine 


Colours 

1960 

MICHAEL J. F. BOWYER 
LOOKS BACK TO THE AVIATION 
SCENE OF A DECADE AGO 




I T is surprising how many types of aircraft flying in 1960 are 
now but a memory. Lincolns, Mosquito 3s, Ansons by the 
score, Valettas, Javelins, Valiants, Canberras of many types, 
Yorks, Hastings, Beverleys, Vampire lls and many more were to 
be seen, some of these types forming the backbone of the RAF 
at home and overseas when Airfix Magazine was born. It is 
surprising, too, how few of these types are featured by the model 
manufacturers in their kit ranges. 

By 1960, the Canberra was in very widespread service with the 
RAF. Bomber Command's machines were generally ‘silver’ with 
squadron crests on their fins. In Germany a dark sea grey/dark 
green /dark ‘silver’ finish was usual on the PR aircraft, whereas 
in Cyprus and Malta, as in the Far East, the usual colour was 
‘silver’. But these are generalisations and in detail the machines 
often within the same squadron differed. No 45 Squadron’s air- 
craft were no exception. WJ570 a B, Mk 2 in silver had a black 
port wing tip and carried a red winged camel on the fin. WJ632 
had 2 ft fuselage serials and on its fin there was a black camel 
with red wings, all painted on a white disc. WH874 had a similar 
fin disc with a black ‘E' on the tip tanks and a red fin leading 
edge. 

WT520, a PR7 of 80 Sqn seen on April 22, 1960, wore standard 
green/grey/silver finish. It had a white 8 inch fuselage serial and 
‘20’ in white on either side of the nose. On the port side of the 
fin appeared a blue diamond upon which was the yellow bell 
insignia of 80 Sqn. Like some Canberras of that vintage, this 
one had a buff coloured di-electric panel forming much of the 
fin area. WJ988, in grey /green /silver, belonged to 75 Sqn, 
RNZAF, when I saw it in April 1960. It had a red kiwi motif 
outlined in white and superimposed on a blue map of New 
Zealand, also outlined white. Its camouflage extended about six 
inches on to the under surfaces of the wings and tailplanc. 
WJ605 of the same squadron had 2 ft white fuselage serials, with 

Below: A Javelin FA fV9 of 64 Sqn XH76A:B, with fawn radome and 
64’j fin stripe. Bottom : Javelin FA W9 XH8S\ of 25 Son with nose and 
fin letter, 25’s fin stripe flanking its squadron badge, black intake rim 
and fawn radome. 



605 in black on the nosewheel doors and the Kiwi-map insignia. 

There were still T4s in silver finish with yellow ‘T’ bands, like 
WT486, and some grey and blue PR3s such as WE136 of 231 
OCU, but there were yet more exotic specimens to view. One 
such was WD953, an all white B2 from A & AEE with wing tip 
cameras and a large black panel beneath each wing on which 
WD953 was painted in the usual 4 ft size in white. Another 
oddity was Mk 6 XH567, in silver with black under surfaces 
painted as on the B2s of the mid-1950s. Another white B2 was 
WJ725 used for ejector seat trials. She had red panels on her fin 
and a red tailplane. The tail and wing leading edges featured a 
black stripe. 

Bomber Command had squadrons of Mk 6s of which No 9 
Sqn was one. WH977 of this squadron, typically silver, wore 2 ft 
fuselage serials and had a light blue fin disc upon which was 
painted a bat in grey-green with IX above it in red. The fin panel 
was light grey, the port nosewheel door bore the aircraft’s serial 
and the nose had a black anti-dazzle panel. A Canberra 8 seen 
in August was WT366, painted glossy dark green/dark grey/ 
black, which had a red hollow triangle on the fin filled white and 
bearing a black exclamation mark. This motif was an adaptation 
of a continental road sign by 59 Sqn. WT368, another B8 seen in 
September and of 88 Sqn, had a yellow and black curling snake 
on its tail. A wide fawn band crossed the top of the fuselage 
from roundel to roundel. 

Bombers of the V-force were all white and most common was 
the Valiant. Typical examples were XD867 with 90 Squadron’s 
green fin pennant bearing XC in yellow, and XD875 of 207 Sqn, 
on whose fin the red emblem looked forward on both sides. Black 
radomes were usual on the Valiants but an exception was XD818 
which had a white one. Two other oddities of 1960 vintage were 
WP199 and WZ375, both in dull aluminium finish and used for 
experimental work, the latter as a Blue Steel trials aircraft. For 
the purpose it had a much modified bomb bay. Another odd 
shape was the white Victor XA930 which had the external wing 
‘tanks’ which were to be a feature of the Mk 2. 

One of the Victor squadrons was No XV which demonstrated 
a quick reaction take-off at the 1960 SBAC Show. Among its 

Continued on next page 
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machines was XH588 which was all white with black serials on 
the nosewheel doors, on the rear fuselage, and beneath the wings. 
Its squadron motif was painted above the fin flash. Roundels 
were still in the standard shades. Vulcan Is were also in use, 
such as XH497 of 617 Sqn, whose crest appeared on the nose, 
and whose black serials were on the fin and beneath the wings. 

There were veteran Lincolns still flying, such as RF570 which 
had dark grey /black finish and large white fuselage serials. She 
was based at Lindholme. Another in excellent condition was 
RF389 which also had large fuselage serials and blue spinners. 
It looked curious with a black anti-dazzle panel which Lincolns 
rarely wore in their heyday. 

The Javelin was at the height of its service career in 1960 with 
six different marks equipping the squadrons. Latest addition was 
the Mk 9 which had just entered service. XH883:H of 25 Sqn 
was the first one I had a look at, in April 1960. It wore the usual 
dark sea grey/dark green/silver finish and had 25 Squadron's 
silvery white fin band flanked by black lines. ‘H’ appeared on 
the fin and nose in white, the fuselage serials being the same 
colour. With this machine were Mk 7s of 23 Squadron with 
white nose letters, red falcons on white fin discs (the birds facing 
forward on both sides of the fin), white intake serials, and red 
and blue checks on the intakes outlined with a thin white line. 
All the squadron’s machines had black rims to the intakes. 
XH960:N was a typical example. A Mk 7 of 25 Squadron in 
use at the same time was XH959:Q with tail and nose letters, 
white serials, black intake rims and a black radome. 

XA780:C of 46 Sqn was a Mk 2 with the red and white three- 
arrow motif of the squadron on its fin, and a yellow ‘C’ close 
by. The nose radome was black — it varied in colour on the 
Javelins from fawn through various shades of brown to black — 
and the serials were black too, but the intake rims were silver. 

By August 1960, 64 Squadron was also flying some Mk 9s such 
as XH872:M wearing usual camouflage. A white stripe was 
painted across the tail wearing red and blue zig-zags with a blue 
scarab centrally placed. ‘M’ appeared on the fin in white and 
the intake rims were black. A Mk 7 still with 64 was XH788 :D. 
Javelins had yet to acquire in-flight refuelling probes. 

There were Hunters galore in the squadrons and 65 Squadron’s 
machines were typically finished. XF383:V in standard green/ 
grey/silver had a yellow fin letter, and white wing tips introduced 
to aid cine assessment. 65’s red chevrons flanked the unit crest 
on the nose on a white stripe. On the nosewheel door the indi- 
vidual letter appeared yellow outlined white. Various marking 
differences were apparent amongst the squadrons, of course ; 
No 74, for instance, having black nosewheel door letters as on 
XE591:G. 

Usually the squadrons each had a silver T Mk 7 in the finish 
specified for fighter trainers. XL600 was 65’s machine and it 
wore customary yellow ‘T’ bands but had no individual letter, 
although full squadron markings were applied. 

There were Hunter 9s about, mostly Interim FGA9s like 
XE552 : M of 54 Squadron. They were identifiable by the braking- 
parachute housing over the end of the tail pipe. XE552 had ‘M’ 
at its fin tip in yellow, and 54’s usual blue and yellow checks on 
the nose interrupted by the squadron emblem. 

The best known Hunters were without doubt those of ‘Treble 
One’ Squadron, ‘The Black Arrows', with their glossy black 
finish and minute red serials and fin letters. For the SBAC Show 
their strength was inflated by the addition of XE561 :Z of 19 
Squadron, XE627:T of 65 and XG229:M of 56. ‘Z’ of 19 was 
unusual with its checks on the rear fuselage and white Z on the 
fin. XG229 had a white fuselage serial, and ‘M’ in white on the 
fin fillet outlined red. 

Coastal Command was, of course, flying Shacklctons as it has 
been now was nearly twenty years. Mk 2s and 3s were in use in 
extra dark sea grey glossy overall finish. Serials on the fuselage 
were red, and in red outlined white beneath the wings. Squadron 
numbers and letters were also red outlined white as on 
XF709:201-N and WR986:203-K. The latter had red tip tanks, 
white fuselage roof and a red tailplane. The only exception to 
these coastal colours was on the search and rescue Whirlwinds 
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Top to bottom: Shackleton MRi 'K' of 203 Sqn In 1960. Glossy grey 
with while lop and red tip tanks makes up the colour scheme. Meteor 
T1 of fVaterbeach Station Flight. It is silver with orange daygh nose 
and tail. Wing tips of WA1A2 were also dayglo. Vampire Til of 5 
FTS Oakinglon wears orange dayglo slightly differing in pattern to 
that applied at the factory. Rudders remain silver. A V in black on both 
sides of nose, A typical I960 Anson of a period when the dayglo 
patterning on these aircraft was highly Individualistic. Silver with 
white roof and daygh orange cowlings, etc. Aircraft is a MklX, KV'968. 

which were all yellow with black letters and numbers. A new 
feature of these was the carrying of their squadron crest as on 
XD183 which wore 228’s badge on a black rectangle on the 
starboard fuselage side. The Whirlwinds were now carrying the 
legend ROYAL AIR FORCE COASTAL COMMAND. 

Training aircraft were silver with either yellow wing and fuse- 
lage bands or areas of ‘solid’ orange dayglo. There were quite a 
number of Meteor 7s about in the former scheme like WA714. 
Already the Jet Provost T3 was in use in .some numbers. 2 FTS 
had them, such as XM403 which had dayglo orange nose, rear 
fuselage, tailplane, and wing areas. ‘32’ appeared on the nose in 
black. Others in use were XM410:41 and XM414:45. 

There were lots of Vampire Tils about in high speed silver 
finish with orange dayglo. When they left the makers they wore 
3 ft wing roundels and 18 inch diameter boom roundels. A 
27 inch wide stripe along the wing trailing edge led to the wing 
tip dayglo areas which extended from the tip to half way across 
the roundel on the upper surface and ended between the serial 
prefix and numbers under the wing. Tail dayglo began two feet 
aft of the fuselage roundel. The fins were dayglo, too, but the 
tailplane was left silver. No 5 FTS was flying Tils in a slightly 
modified scheme such as XD444 with a black AG on its nose, and 
red nosewheel door with a white stripe down the centre. 

Piston Provosts were still in use with some units, XF888 : M-K 
of 6 FTS having the school badge on the dayglo nose and black 
letters flanking the roundel, with ‘M’ aft on both sides. Wing 
tips, flaps, the tailplane tips and rear fuselage were dayglo orange. 

There were many detailed variations in the manner of applica- 
tion of dayglo to trainers but basically they had applications to 
the same areas. An unusual variation concerned Meteor 7 WG987 
which had a dark blue fuselage serial on its silver and dayglo 
finish. It served 5 FTS for the training of long-legged pilots. 
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Right: F-1002> ‘000’ 

famed leader of the Wing 
at Wethersfield in 1960. 
It carries the red-yellow- 
blue colours of the three 
wing squadrons on the tail 
and the three squadron 
badges on the fuselage. 



Light transports were about in plenty. Usually this meant the 
Anson, for the beloved Annie was still very much part of the 
scene. If you were lucky you could still see a Mk 12 series ii. 
PH845 was one such, silver with dayglo cowls, nose, wing tips, 
fin and rear fuselage. She flew for HQ 23 Group. An Anson 19 
in use was the all-silver two-star VM358. A Mk 21 transport was 
VV968, silver with dayglo trim. More polished in the literal sense 
were the Devons of the Metropolitan Communications Squad- 
ron. VP958 had the unit’s fin diamond, dark blue cheat line, 
dark blue serials, and MCS lettering in blue on the roof and a 
white fuselage top. Some of the Metropolitan Communications 
Squadron machines still carried unit code letters which had 
largely largely disappeared in 1953. Anson VL353 had CB aft in 
red with H ahead of the roundels and the MCS fin diamond. 
An unusual sight was Duxford Station Flight’s Anson WD416 


■ 



Above, top to bottom: A Douglas S-66 Destroyer of the 41lh Bomb 
Wing Sculthorpe 55-309^4/50309 belonging to the 84th Sqn. It had a 
red fin flash and a three foot tall 'T' in red on the fuselage outlined 
black. F-100F-\S-NA 56-4019-4/64019 of the Danish Air Force seen 
at Wethersfield on May 28. Silver finish with dark red cheat line and 
black numbering. Held by 727 Sqn. F-100F-15-7V-4 56-3997A/63997 
of the Turkish Air Force also at Wethersfield on May 28, 1960. All 
silver with black numbers. Red square on fuselage outlined white. 
Black animal head with blue and white eyes, red tongue, white teeth 
faced forwards on both sides of fuselage. Rqd-white-red bands around 
nose intake. 

Jiine, 1970 


which had pale blue bands around its fuselage and wings and 
the black spinners which many Ansons had. 

A blue cheat line ‘lightning flash’ was usual on the heavier 
machines. Beverley XB288:U of 47 Sqn had silver/white/blue 
trim with ‘47’ in white on a green fin diamond, and ‘288’ on the 
fins in black. An exception to the usual paint pattern was seen 
on Hastings TG501 of ETPS. It was silver with the top half of 
the fuselage white above a red dayglo line 5 inches wide and 
flanked by a 1 inch blue one. Fixed tailplans areas were orange 
dayglo, as also were the extreme wing tips and fin. A thin silver 
outline to the fin flash was retained, the remainder being white. 
The ETPS badge was on the starboard side of the nose. 

American aircraft in Britain were basically in silver/natural 
finish. Mildenhall had recently become the terminus for transport 
flights to the UK, and on April 27, 1960, I had a look over a 
C-124C 52-1041A/21041 on the dispersal area where once that 
famous Wimpey OJ-F used to frequently stand. It was silver with 
the MATS band across the tail. Lettering was then all black, 
although some aircraft already had very dark blue lettering. The 
MATS badge was on the rear fuselage around which an orange 
dayglo band was painted. The nose, too, was dayglo. Fuselage 
roof was white and the nose radome black. No 1607 ATW(H) 
operated the machine. The Globemaster II seemed in those days 
a massive aeroplane for it was 38 ft up to the cockpit and 48 ft 
to the tip of the tail. 

Another transport newer to the local scene was the Douglas 
C-133A. No 62006 of the 34th Sqn. 1607 ATW(H) was put at my 
disposal to record. It, too, was silver, with white fuselage top 
and black nose radome. All lettering was black and, like the 
C-124, this aircraft had a rear fuselage dayglo band and dayglo 
nose. 

Douglas B-66s were stationed at Sculthorpe. On their natural 
finish they wore a tail flash, blue if they hailed from the 86th 
Bomb Sqn ; 40480 had a black ‘N’ on the fin, and 40490 had ‘R’ 
on the rear fuselage. No 85 Sqn aircraft had a yellow flash, 
54-483/40483 wearing a yellow ‘R’ on the rear fuselage outlined 
white. No 30483 of 85 Sqn had a black stencilled ‘S’ on the rear 
fuselage and, like the others, buzz markings, too, which in this 
case were BB-483. 

F-lOODs equipped the 20th TFW at Wethersfield, its silver 
aircraft having a bold lightning flash on the fin in the squadron 
colour. 56-3007A, an F-100D-65-NA, had a yellow fin flash and 

Continued on page 489 


A DECADE OF JET PROVOSTS— 

D uring the ten years under review this month trainer aircraft 
markings have evolved through four basic phases. First came 
the silver and orange dayglo pattern where the dayglo areas were 
‘solid’ and the special paint was applied to nose, tail and winjt tips. 
Then came the period of strip dayglo still applied to many aircraft 
in elaborate taped patterns much in evidence still on many Varsities. 
A variation existed — and still exists — whereby trainers were painted 
overall Light Aircraft Grey depicted here on XN594. Finally has 
come the latest grey-red-white scheme shown as carried by XN509 
of 3 FTS, who kindly placed the machine depicted at the disposal of 
Alf Anderson for his drawing. XN461 carries the strip dayglo as 
first applied with only two nose stripes. XP626 has the broken strips 
applied to many 1 FTS aircraft. Note that two of these extend 
further back than usual under the tailplane. The strips are generally 
8 inches wide. For his assistance with this drawing project, we would 
like to thank Flight Lieutenant Gibson of RAF Leeming. 

For drawings turn page 
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Fire Control 

A GUIDE FOR MODELLERS OF BRITISH WARSHIPS. 
MAINLY 1939-45 PERIOD 
by Peter Hodges 

R egular readers of the recent Nava! modelling articles in 
Airfix Magazine will no doubt recall that the first part of each 
conversion has dealt with the background of the ships or class under 
discussion, and given details of the equipment standard to them. 

This month, to avoid constant recapitulation of these details in 
future articles, the subject of Surface Fire Control Directors will be 
dealt with, so that modellers can recognize the various types and 
understand their functions. Anti-aircraft directors will be given 
similar treatment in due course. 

GUN SIGHTS 

It is beyond the scope of these notes to delve into the history of 
gun aiming. Suffice to say that concurrently with improvements in 
gun construetion, and advances in ammunition and ballistics, the 
closing decade of the 19th Century saw all medium and heavy guns 
having their own gunsight. There were several types of these, of 
which the geared sight became most common and is perhaps the 
easiest to understand. Essentially, it consisted of a pair of telescopes 
on each side of the gun, cross-connected by a sight beam and linkage. 
One telescope was for the layer, who controlled the gun in elevation, 
and the other was for the trainer, who trained — or traversed — the 
mounting. In front of each telescope an aperture, called the ‘sighting 
port' was cut in the gunshield and a hinged cover could be closed 
over it. 

The gunsight and telescopes were driven together with the gun 
when it elevated, but could be moved independently from it. A 
Range dial and setting handwheel and a similar Deflection dial and 
handwheel were associated with the gear drive. At zero range and 
deflection (as indicated by an engraved mark on the dials being 
aligned to fixed index pointers), the telescopes were parallel to the 
gun bore in the vertical and horizontal planes. 

When the range handwheel was moved to set a particular range on 
the dial, the drive depressed the telescopes independently of the gun. 
The layer then elevated the gun (at the same time elevating the tele- 
scopes) and when he could again see the target in his field of view, 
the gun elevation was correct for the range set. 

It is obviously necessary to ‘aim off’ ahead of a moving target in 
order to hit it, and this was achieved by setting the Deflection dial. 
Both telescopes, as well as being geared to the range dial, as already 


Key to drawing, right: (1) Typical 'Queen Elizabeth' class forward 
superstructure. (2) Typical early director. (3) Typical early 6 inch 
cruiser forward superstructure. (4) Destroyer pedestal sight — ‘F’, 
■ IV’, 'Shakespeare', 'A and 'B' classes. (5) Bridge superstructure with 
destroyer DCT and Rangefinder — ‘C’ to 'H' classes. DCT common to 
'Tribal', 'J', 'K', 'N, 'Q' to 'V' classes. (6) 8 inch Fore Director 
Tower. (7) 8 inch DCT — 'Exeter', ' York’, 'Dorsetshire' and 'Norfolk'. 
(8) 8 inch After Director Tower. (9) 8 inch FDT converted to After 
DCT. pO) 8 inch ADT converted to After DCT. (11) Special destroyer 
DCT for 'L', and 'M' class. (12) 'K' Director for 'Z' and 'Ca' class. 
High angle sights outboard low angle sights inboard, and extra crew 
compartment forward. (13) Typical 6 inch DCT. Also adapted for 
8 inch and 15 inch armament. (14) 14 inch Armoured DCT for 'King 
George V' class. (15) 5.25 inch DCT for 'Dido' class cruisers. Side 
mounted radar aerials later removed (16) After Control Position on 
' X' triple 6 inch mounting in 'Fiji' class cruisers as first fitted. (17) 16 
inch Aloft DCT — 'Nelson' ana 'Rodney' only. (18) 6 inch Forward 
and After DCTs — 'Nelson' and' Rodney' only. {After DCTs were later 
removed). (A) Rangefinder. (B) 6 inch Aloft Director. (C) 15 inch 
Aloft Director. (D) Spotting Top {with pedestal for A A director) (E) 
Armoured Director Tower. (F) 'Fishbone' style radar aerial {wartime 
fitting to items 6 and 8). (G) Fixed 'cheese' style radar aerial 
{wartime fitting). (H) Stabilised 'cheese' style radar aerial {wartime 
fitting), (j) Early fixed radar aerial. Also early fitting to 7 and 14. 

(K) 6 inch After Control Position. 
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Top: HMS Caprice with 'K' director on the bridge, common to 'Z' 
and 'Ca' classes. The DCT for 'L' and 'M' class destroyers was similar 
in appearance. Above: A pre-war single 4.7 inch mounting in a 
destroyer {actually Ambuscade of the 'A' class). Note the blaac sight 
beam and the trainer's receiver instrument dial. Foot of page: HMS 
Royal Oak in 1938 with the standard arrangement of that period. 
Note the two 6 inch Aloft Directors below the 15 inch Aloft Director 
platform. The director on the mainmast is for AA control of the after 
twin 4 inch guns. 


described, also had a vertical pivot, movement of the deflection 
handwheel angling the telescopes laterally with respect to the gun 
bore. This time it was the trainer who moved the mounting itself to 
re-sight the target, and when both telescopes were on-target, the gun 
was fired. 

Firing was controlled locally, and alterations to both dials were 
made by judging the errors in the fall of shot, the initial range having 
been set on the range dial from the rangefinder. 

There were several distinct disadvantages in this method of 
control. Because the guns were fired separately, it was often very 
difficult to establish which were one’s ‘own’ shell splashes, and which 
were from other guns, making gunsight corrections a considerable 
problem. In addition, the target was frequently obscured by smoke 
and spray. 

THE DIRECTOR SYSTEM 

Fortunately, the viability of electrical (rather than percussion) 
firing had already been established, and so it was decided to mount 
a Master Sight at some position high in the ship and fit a Master 
Firing trigger to it. The master sight took the form of a gun sight and 
functioned in the same way, but when it was trained and elevated, 
the angular movements were transmitted to electrical repeaters — 
called ‘receivers’ — at the layer’s and trainer’s positions at each gun. 
The layer and trainer then followed the transmitted readings by a 
system of ‘matching pointers’. Indicator lamps told the Director 
layer when the guns were ready, and he fired them together from his 
master trigger when his telescope cross-wires were in line with the 
target. 

Mounting the Director sight in this fashion made it necessary to 
correct each gun for its difference in position and this was done by 
incorporating special mechanisms in the gun receivers. The differ- 
ence in height between the guns and the director was similarly 
allowed for. 

This Director System was first tried out in HMS Orion before 1914 
and proved so successful that it was rapidly adopted throughout the 
Fleet. 

Continued on next page 
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EARLY ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT 

At this time, the only other Fire Control instrument of any great 
significance was the optical rangefinder. This was similarly mounted 
high in the ship, and was trained on to the bearing of the target, 
ranges being sent to the director sight to be applied to its range dial. 
There was no ‘predictor’ as we know it today, and much reliance 
was placed on the estimations of target course and speed as observed 
from the Spotting Top. The latter was always mounted as high as 
possible on the foremast and took the form of a large be-windowed 
compartment. From here the fall of shot was ‘spotted’ and correc- 
tions passed to the director sight. 

A number of small instruments were produced in an attempt to 
accurately calculate the ‘aim-off’ required to hit a moving target 
which might be thousands of yards distant, but the first successful 
combined device was invented by Admiral Dreyer. This instrument, 
known as the ‘Dreyer’s Table’, was installed in battleships and 
cruisers, proceeding through a number of marks as successive im- 
provements were made to it. 

ORIGINAL CAPITAL SHIP SYSTEMS 

Figure 1 shows the appearance of the forward superstructure of 
HMS Queen Elizabeth before her pre-war modernisation and this is 
typical of battleships and battle-cruisers of the period. The Aloft 
Director was the primary control position with the Armoured 
Director as the alternative. The latter could also control the after 
group of turrets in ‘Divided Control’. 

(1) The Spotting Top: In battleships, this was usually of ‘T’ shape, 
with the tail of the ‘T’ projecting forward to form the spotting posi- 
tion for the 15 inch armament, while the arms were for the 6 inch 
secondary armament. 

The Aloft Director: The main armament Aloft Director consisted of 
a non-rotating drum shaped mounting, about 7 ft in diameter, 
carried on a platform immediately below the Spotting Top on the 
foremast. Within the fixed casing, the director sight was mounted on 
a pedestal and when trained around, it drove the rotating cupola top. 
A pair of telescopes were carried on the moving part, set by range 
and deflection drives, and sighted through apertures rather like the 
sighting ports on a gun mounting. 

Secondary Armament Directors: These were very nearly identical, 
and were mounted either high in the bridge structure to port and 
starboard or on their own mast platform, whence they directed the 
fire of the secondary batteries. 

The Armoured Director: This was a large tower, mounted like a gun 
turret, and positioned between ‘B’ mounting and the bridge. It was 
trained by hydraulic power, weighed about 29 tons and carried its 
own rangefinder. Within the tower, and sharing a common centre of 
rotation, was a standard director sight, capable of independent move- 
ment in training over a total arc of roughly 20 degrees. The trainer 
of the Armoured Tower was unsighted below, and having been given 
the initial bearing, thereafter trimmed the tower training to the 
centre bearing of the director sight by aligning index marks carried 
on each. 

Rangefinders: From the above, it will be seen that only the Armoured 
Director had its own rangefinder, the range for the Aloft Director 
and for the secondary armament directors being obtained from 
rangefinders elsewhere. There were usually two or three of these — 
one on each side of the bridge and one on the centre line. In gun 
mountings of 8 inch calibre and above, each gunhouse also had a 
rangefinder carried in the rear for use in the event of damage to the 
directors. 

DIREaORS IN SMALLER SHIPS 

All the cruisers of this period had similar, but smaller installations. 
Like the capital ships, they had a Dreyer’s Table and two or three 
rangefinders but only one director in the aloft position, beneath the 
spotting top. Figure 3 shows the arrangement common to the ‘C’, 
‘ D’, and ‘E’ class 6 inch gun cruisers as well as the 7.5 inch gun ships. 
In destroyers, the set-up was even simpler, consisting of a small range- 
finder on the bridge, a diminutive Pedestal Sight (Figure 4) and a 
simple range calculator. 

POST 1919 DEVELOPMENTS 

Immediately after the first world war, a committee was formed to 
investigate the question of gun fire control with a view to improving 
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Top: .HMS Diomede in 1930 with an experimental single 6 inch 
turret in ‘A' position. She has a small spotting top with an aloft 
director beneath it. Rangefinders are carried on each side of the bridge 
with a centre-line unit just forward the mainmast. Above: HMS 
Berwick in Fairfield's shipyard when new in 1927. She has the original 
8 inch Fore Director Tower and the two small 8 inch After Director 
Towers. Note the short funnels as originally fitted to this class (all 
photos by P. A. Vicary unless otherwise credited). 

the existing arrangements in the light of the experience gained 
between 1914 and 1918. 

Work commenced on a calculator which was to become known 
as the Admiralty Fire Control Table — a more comprehensive and 
more compact instrument than the Dreyer’s Table. The mathe- 
matical prediction problem was deduced by a series of formulae 
which took into account every variable — own course and speed; 
target course and speed ; range, bearing and so on — and calculating 
mechanisms were designed to solve them. These variables were set 
on the calculator as shaft rotations registered by pointer movements 
on dials, or on counter-drums. The Table then produced a continuous 
solution in terms of Gun Deflection and Gun Range which turned 
electrical transmitters in circuit with receivers in the director and 
with counter drums at the guns. 

The principle of the Director System had been well proved but 
there were still shortcomings and not least of these was that the 
director had what is known as a ‘Disturbed Line of Sight’, because 
at each change of range, the director layer and trainer temporarily 
‘lost’ the target as the telescopes depressed. It was similarly ‘lost’ 
whenever the deflection setting was altered. At the same time, of 
course, ship movement in roll and pitch kept the director’s crew 
constantly applying handwheel movements to maintain their point of 
aim. A further shortcoming was that the primary — ie Aloft — director 
did not have its own rangefindor. 

‘NELSON’ AND ‘RODNEY’ 

These two ships were ordered under the 1922 Estimates and, were 
the first capital ships to be laid down after the war. Their main 
armament fire control was built around the new Fire Control Table 
and a new director, sited aloft on the massive main superstructure. 
‘Sided’ secondary armament directors were also placed here, them- 
selves duplicated by another ‘sided’ pair lower down near the main- 
mast, while aft a duplicate main armament director was provided. 
All these were hydraulically power operated and had their own 
rangefinders. Each sight was gyro stabilised and was not disturbed 
by changes of range or deflection. There was also an Armoured 
Director Tower forward of the main superstructure, but this had no 
rangefinder and although heavily protected was not the primary 
control position — contrary to popular belief. 

The quantities of Gun Range and Gun Deflection calculated by 
the AFCT were registered in the directors on an instrument in which 
they were converted into Gun Elevation and Gun Training. Thence, 
these angular measurements were transmitted to the gun receivers. 
In later systems this conversion was carried out automatically in the 
calculating Table and transmitted directly to the guns. 

The directors were very much larger than the earlier ‘aloft’ types; 
they had a large crew; and they contained a number of Fire Control 
instruments. For this reason they became known as ‘Director 
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Table 1 : Ships retaining original Directors 

Ship/Class Remarks 

'R' class battleships Armoured Director Tower, Aloft Directors 
Barham for 15 inch and 6 inch armament (16 inch 

Repulse only in Repulse) 

Rood Had an Armoured Director on Spotting Top 

7.5 inch cruisers 

Unconverted 'C class AA ships had AA directors only 
cruisers 

'D' class cruisers Delhi was re-armed with US guns and 

directors 

Emerald 

£e9lB Early Aloft Directors to control 5.5 inch 

Hermes armament 

Early destroyers Mostly converted to Escorts with either AA 

with Pedestal Sights director or Long Range Warning Radar in 
place of orginal sight 

Helson Duplicate 6 inch directors abreast mainmast 

Rodney removed early in World War 2. Other 6 inch 

and 16 inch directors are well modelled in 
the AIrfix kit 


Table 2: 8 Inch Directors 



ShIp/ClasB 

Forward Fig 

AH 

Fig Remarks 

Exeter 

York 

Dorsetshire 

Norfolk 

8 inch 7 

DCT 

6 inch 
DT 

8 Not changed 

'Kent' class 
'London' class 
(first fitting) 

8 Inch 6 

Fore 

Director 

Tower 

8 Inch 8 Not changed in 

After DT Shropshire, 

Devonshire. 

Sussex 

Australia 

Kent 

Berwick 

London 

(on modernisation) 

8 inch 13 
DCT 
(new 
style) 

8 Inch 
DCT 

9 Original 8 inch 

FDT modernised 
and resIted aft 

Cumberland 

Suftolk 

8 inch 6 

FDT 

8 inch 
OCT 

10 Original 6 Inch 

ADT converted to 

8 inch DCT 

Table 3: Standard Type Main Armament DCTs 

Ship/Class 

Calibre 

Fig 

Remarks 

Enterprise 

6 Inch 

13 

Prototype 

Warspite 

Queen Elizabeth 
Valiant 

Renown 

15 inch 

13 

Original Armoured Director 
Tower resited aft 

'King George V class 

14 inch 

14 

Forward and aft 

'Leander' class 
'Arethusa' class 
'Southampton' class 
'Fiji' class and 
later 6 inch classes 

6 inch 

13 

Forward only, but second 
DCT mounted aft in 
Gloucester, Liverpool and 
Manchester. Later 
removed from Liverpool 

'Edinburgh' class 

6 inch 

13 

Forward and aft. StiP 
fitted in Belfast 

'Dido' class and 
'Improved Dido' class 

5.25 Inch 

15 

Forward only 

Modernised 8 Inch 
cruisers 

8 inch 

13 

See table above 


Control Towers’ — or DCTs — rather than plain ‘Directors’ or 
‘Director Towers’. It will be seen, therefore, that DCT has a special 
meaning and should not be used indiscriminately for any director, 
though this mistake is frequently encountered in print. 

8 INCH CRUISERS 

The next large ships to be laid down were the seven ‘Kent’ class 
cruisers ordered under the 1924 Estimates. They, too, adopted the 
new fire control arrangements, having a specially designed power 
operated director weighing 4J tons called the 8 inch Fore Director 
Tower on the bridge, working with an improved model of the 
AFCT. 

Divided Control in 8 inch ships: The 8 inch main armament could be 
divided if necessary, when the after turrets were controlled by a 
smaller 3 J ton After Director Tower. This layout was repeated in the 
four ‘London’ class vessels but the two ‘Dorsetshire’ class ships as 



Above: The Cruiser Norfolk in 1945 shows the extensive wartime 
alterations. The bridge has been rebuilt and radar is added to the 8 
inch DCT. The starboard sheet anchor has been removed and many of 
the lower portholes blanked off (Imperial War Museum). 


well as York and Exeter received a much bigger unit known as the 
8 inch DCT. It weighed over 1 1 tons. 

Of the last four, only Norfolk survived the war and retained her 
original 8 inch DCT to the end, backed up by an 8 inch DT aft. 
Note that the more important unit was a DCT while its subsidiary 
partner was a DT. 


6 INCH CRUISERS 

In 1930, the first of a long run of 6 inch gun cruisers was ordered, 
for whom a new 6 inch DCT was designed and the prototype was 
installed in the existing cruiser Enterprise. This weighed about 12^ 
tons and conforming to the new standards, was power operated. It 
had a much improved gyro stabilised sight, a range finder, a number 
of fire control instruments and a crew of seven or eight. 

6 inch Divided Control: The ‘Leander* class, the ‘Arcthusa’ class, 
Southampton and Newcastle had no after director, but instead were 
fitted with a sight called simply ‘the After Control'. The next three 
ships — Sheffield, Glasgow, and Birmingham — could control their 
after group 6 inch from the after AA director, while Manchester, 
Liverpool, Gloucester, Belfast, and Edinburgh were given a second 
DCT for the same purpose. 

When the ‘Fiji’ class emerged, they had a special After Control 
Position built on to ‘X’ turret, but during the war this mounting was 
removed in almost all ships and a separate control for the remaining 
6 inch turret aft was not justified. Instead, the after AA director was 
modified to a Dual Purpose rdle, and this became the standard lay- 
out, to which most 6 inch cruisers eventually conformed. 
Adaptations of the 6 inch DCT: With modifications to suit its con- 
trolled weapons, this DCT was linked to 1 5 inch, 14 inch, 8 inch and 
5.25 inch guns. A good deal of juggling went on in the older vessels. 
The modernized capital ships remounted their old Armoured 
Director aft for divided control of their 15 inch mountings (as seen 
in the Airfix Warspite) and similar transfers were made in some 8 
inch cruisers when refits permitted. Details of these changes can be 
seen in the relevant Tables. 


INTER-WARS DESTROYERS 

The somewhat rudimentary control system common to the Fleet 
destroyers of 1914-18 vintage continued to be fitted in the new 
classes which commenced with Amazon and Ambuscade in 1926, but 
design work had already started on a more comprehensive system 
based on, but naturally much smaller than, the big ship set-up. 

This was ready for the 1930 ‘Crusader’ class and consisted of a 
‘Destroyer DCT’ and a separate rangefinder. The DCT was a 
miniature tower mounted on the bridge; abaft and above it, an open 
rangefinder was carried on a pedestal. Both were trained on to the 
bearing of the target, firing being controlled from the gyro stabilized 
sight in the hand-operated DCT. 

Other Destroyer DCTs: The ‘Destroyer DCT’ became the standard 
fitting for a number of decades with only few exceptions. Amongst 
these were the ‘L’ and ‘M’ class ships which had a special DCT 
peculiar to themselves; and the ‘Z’ and ‘Ca’ classes who were given 
their own power operated tower. 

Later destroyer classes had a Dual Purpose director which will be 
covered under the general heading of AA fire control. 

Small Ship Fire Control Calculators: When the ‘Crusader’ class 
destroyers were built, their new DCT and its rangefinder partner 
worked in conjunction with a calculator called the Admiralty Fire 
Control Clock. This used exactly the same principles as the larger 
AFCT, but was designed for fitting in small ships. It progressed 
through a number of marks — with many sub-models — and was also 
used to control the secondary armament of capital ships and for the 
divided control of the main armament of the later classes of 6 inch 
cruisers. 

An even smaller edition was known as the Admiralty Fire Control 

Continued on page 486 
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Hawker Osprey 


Note: Colour scheme not shown on 
drawing, but machine was silver overall 
with red warning stripes on float 
noses: see picture opposite for 
typical marking scheme 


Hart or Demon conversion 
by Alan W, Hall 


Above: A pre-war Osprey floatplane from one of the Cruiser Squad- 
ron Flights. Note the simple codes on the fuselage sides when compared 
with the model of the landplane version (Photo via John Rawlings). 

easy job and I would advise the beginner to concentrate on this 
conversion. 

Reference material was not particularly easy to come by as 
not many of the standard works of reference such as Thetford's 
British Naval Aircraft since 1912 show anything but the land- 
plane version. ( had a lot of fun looking through pre-war maga- 
zines and cuttings to find what I wanted and they did provide 
black and white illustrations to prove what I knew in theory 
about this period. In all cases I found that the seaplane version 
had the simplest of large side codes and serials — all in black. 
The landplane, however, had many variations and I chose an 
Osprey of No 802 Squadron serialed K3643, coded ‘549’, which 
had a yellow ‘saddle’ aft of the rear cockpit, a blue fin and wheel 
covers and an intricate pattern of yellow and blue lozenges en- 
closed in two yellow bands on the wings. To make things more 
difficult the code ‘549’ on the saddle was black outlined in white 
— a most difficult job to paint by hand. 


R eaders WUI no doubt remember my previous remarks that 
the Airfix Hart /Demon kits are among the most useful of 
all of the many models made by this company. The number of 
conversions that come from direct surgery or from the invaluable 
pieces in the kits are legion. Unfortunately the Hart is now some- 
thing of a rare bird as the moulds were re-tooled to produce the 
Demon and there are now few of the Hart kits left in the shops. 

My conversion this month can be done from either. Anyone 
having a Hart kit will be able to save himself the trouble of 
reshaping the rear cockpit but this work is very simple and should 
not present too many difficulties for the beginner. In fact this 
whole conversion is suitable for the modeller who has not had 
great experience and there are two choices open to produce either 
the land or seaplane version of this time honoured light bomber. 

The Hawker Osprey was the Navy’s version of the Hart. It 
was one of many variants to come from this basic machine, such 
as the Hardy. Hind and Hector, to name just three. It differed 
in being convertible from a landplane to a seaplane, having naval 
equipment such as a deck arrester hook, and a reshaped fin and 
rudder. All of tl’e Navy’s carriers had squadrons serving on 
board including No 800 in Courageous and Ark Royal ; No 801 
in Furious: No 802 in Glorious and No 803 in Eagle. Hermes 
and Ark Roy'ol- The seaplane version, used mainly for reconnais- 
sance duties, served with Catapult Flights in the China, East 
Indies Mediterranean, West Indies, South African and Home 
Fleet Cruiser Squadrons and with the capital ships of the Home 
Fleet, No 24 Sqn RAF also had Ospreys — a fact not generally 
known. The last of 129 Ospreys built for the Fleet Air Arm 
(K5767) was delivered in October 1935 and the aircraft served 
as front line equipment right up to the beginning of the war 
when No 803’s Ospreys were replaced by Skuas. 

The conversion work is straightforward, needing minimal skill 
to make a presentable job, which, if the seaplane version is con- 
sidered also provides a very notable change in outline. The floats 
from the Airfix or Frog Supermarine S6b kit are near perfect, 
being only slightly too long. The changed fin and rudder can be 
easily made from balsa or plastic card and the reshaping of the 
gunner's cockpit is a simple job. Painting is a little more difficult 
as here the many and varied colour schemes employed by the 
pre-war squadrons can present difficulties, particularly on the 
landplane versions of the Osprey. The seaplane is, however, an 


1 : 72 Scale 


Drawings by 
Richard E. Gardner 


Fitting the new fin and rudder which is made from balsa or thick 
plastic card. Fin can be cut and cemented separately if desired. 


STAGE 1 Follow the kit instructions in the early stages of construction 
of this model. Make up the fuselage, inserting the propeller mounting, and 
leave this to dry out thoroughly before attempting to re-shape the gunner's 
cockpit. Make a vertical cut fore and aft of this area and cut out a square 
shape using the saw and knife to finish off the operation before sticking a 
small block of balsa, which can stand m'oud of the extremities, in place. 
When dry shape this to the fuselage section. 

STAGE 2 Using a drill cut through the baUa block to make a hole smt- 
able for taking the Lewis gun ring removed earlier. Alternatively, make 
one up from scrap plastic or else use one cut from another kit. In my case 
I found that the one cut from the E>emon kit was difficult to reshape so I 
used a gun ring taken from the DH 4 conversion in Al'fix Magazine three 
months ago. The new part was cemented in place, allowed to dry and then 
the whole area was covered in a mixture of clear dope and talcum powder 
filler before a final shaping with fine sandpaper was given. The Scarff ring 
and Lewis gun can be mounted at this point or left till later at the discre- 
tion of the individual. 

STAGES Next, add the tailplane. Mark out the fin and rudder shape on 
a sheet of 1 inch balsa, cut this out with a fret saw and shape it into an 
aerofoil section. The fin can be cut from the rudder when completed, the 

Continued on page 486 
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Adding the arrester hook on the landplane version. Made from heat- 
stretched sprue, the shape is bent when still warm into the ‘ V' section 
with its 'hooked' extremity. Note that the wings, tail unit and under- 
carriage have been assembled at this stage. 
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Above: Rubbing down the clear dope and talcum powder filler around 
the rear cockpit additions. 


Hawker Osprey — continued 


edges rounded off and stuck back again before the whole assembly is fixed 
to the fasclagc. On completion a coat of filler is applied and the structure 
rubbed down smooth before adding the tailplane struu. 

STAGE 4 Meanwhile the floats from the S6b kit have been assembled 
and left to dry. The wings, both upper and lower, can be stuck on plus 
the telescopic sight in front of the pilot's cockpit. Remember to do this 
before placing the top wing in position or otherwise there will be prob- 
lems ! Struts for the floats arc made from stretched sprue heated in a candle 
flame. To get the position of the floats correct it is best to make the struts 
between the floats flrsi. Measure off with dividers the required length, cut 
and stick these into smalt drilled boles and leave the assembly to dry 
before tackling the operation of joining the sections up to the fuselage. 
The struts for the fuselage to floats join are made in a similar manner and 
I stuck these into fuselage location holes first. When dry they were joined 
to the floats and the correct angle applied by a little pressure in the right 
place ensuring that the assembly was not damaged by coo much strong arm 
stuff. Either leave the model upside down during drying out operations or 
leave it suspended the right way up with the wings resting on a box lid. 

STAGE 5rhe landplane undercarriage is assembled as kit Instructions. 
Notable difference between the Osprey sea and landplane. however, is the 
addition of an arrester hook on the latter. This again was made from 
stretched sprue bent into shape whilst still warm and attached by two 
small spots of cement under the rear fuselage. Ocher minor details applic- 
able to both versions can now be assembled. These include the pilot's 
windscreen, made from acetate sheet, a step on the port fu.sclagc side aft 
of the wing trailing edge, and two struts on either side of the fuselage 
between this and the wing. Both were made from sprue. The long pipes of 
the engine exhaust system have to be modified. Locating holes on the 
fuselage under the cockpit can be filled with body putty, the exhaust pipes 
arc cut off short according (o the plan and gently bent into the revised 
shape which takes them under the leading edge of the wing. This operation 
has to be tackled very gently or otherwise the pipe will break from the 
exhaust stack. Heat can be used but this too has to be very carefully 
applied or otherwise the section will distort badly. It should be noted that 
some machines had a deepened radiator under the fuselage although the 
aircraft 1 modelled did not have this feature. If required the addition 
should be made from scrap plastic during the stage before assembly of the 
undercarriage or floats. After the model has been given an overall coat of 
silver, bracing wires should be added to give the final touch of authen- 
ticity. These were made from very finely stretched sprue and attached by 
very small drops of cement applied to the attachment point before the 
sprue is set in place. 




Top: Mounting the reshaped exhaust system. The pipes, after having 
been shortened, are bent into position without the need of heal treat- 
ment. Centre: Fixing the final bracing wires {made from fine heat- 
stretched sprue) on to the seaplane. Note the way in which the struts 
and floats have been assembled. Above: the completed Osprey sea- 
plane. Left: The completed Osprey landplane with its multi-coloured 
top plane, blue fin and wheel centres. The 'saddle' marking aft of the 
gunner's cockpit is yellow. 
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Box. This was used in ‘Hunt’ ciass destroyers and certain frigates as 
the Surface predictor for their twin 4 inch HA/LA guns and aiso in 
the gunhouses of capital ships for local emergency control of their 
main armament. 

AUGMENTING TABLES 

These were special Tables fitted in battleships and 8 inch cruisers. 
Their function was to allow the main armament to be used in 
barrage fire against aircraft targets but they were not ‘self-contained’ 
and worked in conjunction with the AA predictor. 

RADARS 

Although the rangefinders fitted in the various DCTs were re- 
tained for the duration of the second world war, they were first 
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augmented, and later supplanted, by Radar sets of increasing range 
and reliability. At first the aerials were of a narrow rectangular 
shape but this style began to be replaced by a fixed ‘cheese’ mounted 
on top of the DCT’ The most comprehensive arrangement had a 
stabilized aerial carried in trunnions, and in these DCTs, the 
stabilization of Aerial, rangefinder and sights was derived from a 
master gyro unit. 

The standard Destroyer DCT — which it will be remembered did 
not have its own rangefinder — remained unaltered, the gunnery 
Radar being fitted to a Rangefinder Director, itself the successor to 
the open rangefinder mentioned earlier. 

The ‘R/F Director’ was, in fact, primarily an AA director and this, 
together with the other AA directors and their associated AA Fire 
Control Calculators will be covered in detail in Part 2. 
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Part 15: Handley Page Heyford 

T AST of the biplane heavy bombers, the Heyfords, had a 
fitting night bombing colour — the dull green known as 
Nivo. Similarly, so as not to compromise this camouflage 
colour, the roundels were of the night type without the white 
inner. This finish was unvarying throughout its flying life 
which started and all but ended in the ’thirties. 

The Heyford entered service with No 99 Squadron in 
November 1933 and Mks I. lA and II were declared obsolete 
in August 1939 — the month before war was declared — and 
the Mk III in July 1941. 

Unit markings 

Night bombers, unlike the day bombers, did not display 
their squadron numbers on fuselage sides, but individual 
letters were marked on noses and fuselage sides in standard 
flight colours — ‘A’ red, ‘B’ yellow and ‘C’ green — however, 
since green did not contrast well against the Nivo finish, blue 
was used by some ‘C’ flights. 

The use of individual letters was a functional necessity for 
formating in day exercises as the individual serial numbers 
did not stand out sufficiently well for this, but an additional 
marking exclusive in Bomber Command to Heyfords was a 
‘spat trim’. The idea is thought to have originated outside 
the command with the Vildebeest torpedo bomber/coastal 
patrol aircraft of No 22 Squadron. This squadron gave the 
wheel spats on its Vildebeests a colour flash and the Heyford 
squadrons, having aircraft with wheel spats, followed suit, 
using the same colours as for their individual letters. 

One other unit marking used in some squadrons was the 
painting of the squadron crest on the nose. This was at the 
discretion of squadron commanders and was largely depen- 
dent on the artistic skill of a squadron member. 

Drawings by H, M. Alderson 



Above: /9130, the prototype Heyford showing the gun positions and 
the retractable ‘aust-bin' gun position. 


Serial Numbers 

Serial numbers, in the standard 8 inch black characters 
for all RAF aircraft, not only ap.:;eared ‘lost’ on the sheer 
bulk of the fuselage, but did not contrast well on the dark 
green. Under the wings the serials were marked large in 
white, but due to shadow this rarely shows up in photos and 
has given a false impression that they were black. Whereas 
the serial on the fuselage and rudder was to establish its 
identity for documentation — servicing records, strength 
returns, etc — the serial under the wings was for ground 
reporting purposes, particularly so that the culprit in any 
breach of flying regulations by low flying could be identified. 
For this reason they were marked in white to contrast well. 

At times the white serials were given a green washable 
distemper. Heyfords were frequently used for night air 
exercises in co-operation with searchlights and the white 
reflection of the characters under the wings was thought to 
be too much of a give-away to the ground defences. 

The range of numbers allotted to Heyfords is tabled 
below. 


Serial and Mark Number and Remarks 

J9130 Prototype (New Park No 12, Hendon 1932) 

K3469 Non-standard 

K3490 I (Dispersed in 1939) 

K3491 I {'T' of 99 Sqn) 


Known equadron 
and unit service 
A and AEE 
A and AEE, 149 
99, 7 
99. 7, 97 
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Serial and Mark Number and Remarks 


Known squadron 
and unit service 


Above and below right: Not to be confused with a squadron number, ihe New Type Park number ‘12’ is seen on the aircraft for the 1932 RAF 
Air Pageant at Hendon. It can be seen at the bottom corner of the aerial view of the park which emphasises the effectiveness of the green Nivo 
shade as a camouflage. In front of the Heyford is its rival the Boulton & Paul /’32/9950 (Park No 11) and to its starboard the first of the mono- 
plane bombers — the Fairey Hendon — subject of the next feature in this series. fMoD photos). 


Bottom left: 'K’s of Nos 10 and 7 Squadrons, both of'B' Flights with 
letters and wheel spat trim in yellow. 

Above: Two unusual and intimate views of a Heyford in service provide 
useful detail aspects for anyone who contemplates modelling a Heyford 
from scratch — it has been done\ 


Bombing Colours — continued 


Known squadron 
and unit service 


Serial and Mark Number and Remarks 


Colours I960 — from page 477 


K3492 l-ll (‘N’ of 99 Sqn) 99, 9 

K3493 I CU’ of 99 Sqn) ?9, 3 

K3494 I (Crashed near Bridlington 1939) 99, 1 

K3495 I rv of 99 Sqn) 99. 1 

K3496 I (Struck off (^arge, Sept 1939) 99 

K3497 I (‘W crashed landing, searchlight 

exercise) 99 

K3498 MCT' and then 'Q') 99 

K3499 I ex- of 99 Sqn) 99, 3 

K3500 I I'R’ hit telegraph pole May 1937 ) 99 

K3501 I Crashed Nov 11, 1936 ) 99,3 

K3502 I ('M‘ of 99 Sqn) 99,1 

K3503 l•ll-lll (New Park No 14, Hendon, 1934) 166 

K4021 l-lll (Wrecked landing out of fuel, 

April 1938) 149 

K4022 lA (Struck off charge, Aug 29. 1939) 10. 9 

K4023 lA -K' of 10 Sqn) 10, 9 

K4024 lA ('C crashed at night Feb 1936) 10 

K492S lA (Scrapped In 1937) 10, t 

K4026 lA (Undershot Boscombe Down in haze. 

Oct 1936) 10 

K4027 lA ('A' of 10 Sqn) 10. 5i 

K4028 lA (Scrapped, (»solete 1939) 10, 9 

K4029 lA-lll (Auto-pilot tests Oct 1937) 166 

K4030 lA 97, SI 

K4031 lA 10, 9: 

K4032 lA (‘O' undershot flare path mld-1938) 10, 1. 

K4033 lA (‘F’ of 10 Sqn) 10. 1' 

K4034 lA (Ditched off Le Havre. Feb 1936) 10. 9 

K4035 lA (Wrecked 1 mile from Boscombe Down) 10 

K4036 lA Disposed in 1937 ) 99 

K4037 lA (Forced-landed near Stockton-on-Tees) 10, T 

K4038 lA 97 

K4039 lA (Crashed, Tangmere Dec 13. 1937) 99. T 

K4040 lA 99, 91 

K4041 lA 38, 1( 

K4042 lA (Struck hillside Feb 12. 1936) 10 

K4043 lA (Wing tip flare experiments) 38. 1‘ 

K4863 11 7 

K4864 II (Crashed, Gainsborough Dec 12, 1936) 102 

K4865 II 7. 14! 

K4866 II (‘A’ Of 7 Sqn) 7, 78, 

K4867 II 7, 14! 

K4868 II 102, : 

K4869 II (Crashed edge of airfield April 28, 1936) 7. 97 

K4870 II 78, 1- 

K4871 II (Hit trees, Finningley March 30. 1938 ) 7 

K4872II 102,: 

K4873 II 7 

K4874 II (Abandoned due to Icing. Dec 12. 1936) 102 

K4875 It 7, 14! 

K4876 II (Hit trees, Finningley, April 6 1937) 7 

K4878 II 97,7, 
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centrally placed on the fuselage was the buzz marking ‘FW-007’. 
F-lOlCs of the 81st TFW had their buzz marking on the under 
belly like ‘FB-486' on 54-1486. This machine of the 78th Sqn had 
a black radomc and was interesting in that it was the first pro- 
duction F-IOIC. 

In France, the Americans had some B-57s including 33860 
which was all black with red fin serials and D in white. ‘BA-860' 
was stencilled in red on the rear fuselage, another example of a 
style of buzz markings which are now but a memory. The Convair 
F-102A Delta Dagger was a new shape in Europe; 52-1261: 
FC-261 appeared at one of the Armed Forces Day shows. It was 
light glossy grey overall with ‘US AIR FORCE’ and the buzz 
markings in black. The tail had blue and white striping. Squadron 
insignia on the tail identified it as of the 525th Sqn, Bitburg. Two 
deltas in blue and red were painted on the sides of the nose. 

It seems a long time since the CF-100 equipped the RCAF in 
Europe, but in 1960 one could see examples like the Mk 4B 
18423:NQ-423 of 423 Sqn, Grostenquin. It was camouflaged 
dark green and dark grey/light grey gloss, had a black redome, 
and red and white striped rudder. 

To a large extent the study of aircraft markings is made most 
interesting by the oddity, the exception. One such of 1960 vintage 
was an Airspeed Ambassador of the Royal Jordanian Air Force. 
It was silver with a white top to the fuselage above a red line 
which extended from the wing trailing edge to the tailplane. The 
centre fin was white, the others all red and the nose was red too. 
Jordan’s flag was on the centre fin, and roundels appeared at the 
extreme tips of the wings. Along the under belly ‘ROYAL 
JORDANIAN AIR FORCE’ appeared in red; ‘108’ was applied 
to the rear fuselage in red, in both arabic and roman digits. 

In some respects 1960 marked the start of a new era, for the 
big jets — the Boeing 707 and DC-8 — were just coming into service 
in numbers. The ‘big jet’ age was really upon us. The piston 
engine was still a common feature of the aircraft of the world's 
air forces though. Into Royal Air Force service came the 
Lightning and at night you could see the American earth satellite 
Echo 1. It was indeed a new world as well as the start of a new 
decade. Since 1960 there have been many markings changes too. 
Nostalgia is a delightful thing. 


Serial and Mark Number and Remarks Known squadron 

and unit service 

K4878 II 97, 7, 78. 149 

K5181 III 102 

K5182III 102, 9, 3 AOS 

K5163 III (Wrecked, heavy landing Dec 16, 1937) 102 
KS184 III (Used ior flight refuelling experiments 

1939) 97, 166 

K5185 III (Sent to store April 1939) 10. 9 

K5ie6 III (Delivered to 102 Sqn July 26, 1936) 102 

K5187 III 102, 149 

KS188 III (Forced landed north of York 1936) 102 

K5189 III (Crashed May 1938) 9 

KS190 III (Undershot flarepath, Scampton, 

Sept 1. 1937) 9 

K5191 III 99, 149, 148, 3 AOS 

KS192 III (To store March 1939) 9 

K5193ltl 10. 102, 4 AOS 

K5194 III (Hit trees at Stradishall, Nov 14, 1938) 10. 78, 9 
K5195IH 10,78,166 

K5196 III 10,98.99.148 

K5197 1II 10.78.99.148 

K5198 III 10, 78. 99. 148 

K5199III (Wrecked, wingtip hit tree Aug 15. 

1939) 99. 148. 149, 3 AOS 
K6857III 99, 149, 148, 3 AOS 

K6858 III (Struck off charge In March 1938) 99, 149, 99 

K6659 III 99, 102, 149, 4 AOS 

K6660 III (Hit stack i mile from Everton) 102 

K6861 III 

K6862 III 38. 78, 166. 4 AOS 

K6863 III 38. 9. 97. 166 

K6864 III 99. 148. 3 AOS 

K686S III (Crashed on range Jan 5, 1938) 9 

K686eill 9. 4 AOS 

K6867 III (Crashed, engine cut near Scampton 

Aug 1937) 9 

K6868 III 9. 4 AOS 

K6869III 9. 4 AOS 

K6870 III 9. 97. 4 AOS 

K6871 III 38, 99, 149, 3 AOS 

K6872III 38,97.166 

AIRFIX magazine 




D espite the many different campaigns 
in which British troops fought in 
World War 2, and the consequent variety 
of dress and equipment that they wore 
and employed, no comprehensive range 
of models of these soldiers exists, even 
within the United Kingdom. One can 
obtain miniature Germans and American 
GIs in reasonable variety both here and 
in the USA, but poor old Thomas Atkins 
is poorly represented. It is true that some 
of the specialist connoisseur figure makers 



have a limited number of British soldiers 
of the period in their catalogues, but 
these are for the most part infantry or 
personalities. In order then to cater for 
our armoured troops, engineers, gunners, 
signalmen, and the like, we are forced 
back on our own resources. Fortunately, 
by using and adapting some of the plastic 
figures readily available to us, it is 
possible to turn out some very realistic 
and authentic pieces to fill the gaps. The 
article this month describes the produc- 
tion of just such a figure. 

I had for some time wanted to add to 
my collection a figure representing a 
Military Policeman in the Normandy 
campaign June-July 1944. The cramped 
conditions existing in the Allied bridge- 


head at the time, with more and more 
troops, equipment and supplies pouring 
in all the while, meant that literally every 
square yard of territory had to be made 
use of. In the British Sector alone, four 
armoured, and no less than ten infantry 
divisions were jammed check by jowl, 
with all their vehicles and impedimenta, 
to say nothing of the supply units, 
dumps, and the considerable demands for 
space by the Royal Air Force. A magnifi- 
cent job was done by the traffic control 
elements of the Military Police in pre- 
venting the congestion from turning into 
chaos, and nearly every road junction, 
major or minor, had its patient ‘Red Cap' 
easing the flow of traffic. The nature of 
this work, and the fact that it had fre- 
quently to be undertaken in forward and 
exposed positions, meant that Military 
Policemen were very vulnerable to sniper 
fire, or to sudden surprise shelling or 
mortaring of cross-roads and junctions. 
It was by no means an easy or a pleasant 
duty, and the men who performed it so 
successfully deserve every credit even if 
some other aspects of their Police func- 
tion were more unpopular with the 
troops ! 

Having the desire to make the model 
was one thing, but until quite recently 1 
had not sorted out any satisfactory figures 
or parts from which to carry out the 
conversion. Then one day 1 was studying 
some spare Historex parts and it occurred 
to me that the French Infantry officer’s 
legs of Napoleonic times, with ‘turn 
down’ boots, were not dissimilar to the 
legs of a British soldier wearing the des- 
patch-rider’s boots of World War 2. This 
was enough to set my imagination to 
work ; I carried out a ‘Five Ws’ exercise 
(see article in March 1970 Airfix Maga- 
zine), and arrived at the following defini- 
tion of the proposed figure. 'Sergeant of 
Corps of Military Police, in battle-dress, 
breeches and boots, standing astride, with 
right arm raised and left on hip, armed 
with pistol and Sten gun, directing traffic 
in Normandy, June-July 1944.’ In the 
event this proved not to be an easy con- 
version, but one ideally suited to the 
modeller who, having mastered the basic 



Above: Airfix Racing Driver and Historex 
legs and arms form the basis for this conver- 
sion. 


techniques of plastic conversion, wants 
to apply them to a more exacting sub- 
ject. Materials, etc, required: 

1 pair infantry booted legs at attention 
(Historex) 

1 right arm with pointing fingers 

(Historex) 

1 left arm, bent to rest on hips 

(Historex) 

1 Airfix Motor Racing Figure No 8 — 
Driver sprinting 

Strip and sheet plastic card 

Scrap plastic (from spares and scrap 
box) 

Polystyrene cement and Mckpak or 
similar liquid adhesive 

Plastic body filler or putty. 

Figure 1 shows the basic uniform, 
worn by Military Police, at the time in 
question, without equipment or weapons. 
It will be noted that the brimless helmet 
was used: this had a leather lining and 
ear flaps fastening under the chin, which 
enabled it to double as steel helmet and 
crash helmet. The battle dress blouse, 
often worn open at the neck with some 
kind of scarf or sweat-rag, had two breast 
pockets, and .shoulder straps. Since the 
Military Police used a great many motor- 
cycles for easy and rapid transportation, 
the nether garments usually consisted of 
the standard issue despatch-riders’ 
breeches, and boots, worn over long 
woollen stockings, the tops of which 
were folded down over the boot tops. 

The torso and head of Airfix Motor 
Racing Figure No 8 are ideal for the 
purposes of this conversion, and in fact 
require only a minimum of alteration. 
Cut through the figure at the waist and 
remove both arms, putting these and the 
discarded legs away in the scrapbox for 




Fig 2 

Historex legs: remove 
shaded parts 


Basic unilorm without 
equipment or weapons 




Drawings not to scale, 
references In stock. 



Fig 3 

Shape boot tops and 
ankies Flatten outside 
ol le*t cail. Add plastic 
putty to make breeches 
Hare 




belt, braces, pistol holster, and pouch 
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Fig 9 

Detail ol shoulder 
straps and collar 


Fig 10 

Sten gun and sling 


Fig 8 

Alternative methods ol wearing 
lanyard 


DlVotieitieg magazine 


Fig 7 

Pistol holster and 
belt to scale, plus 
exploded' view of 
construction 




Holster assembly 
details shown here are 
not to scale. 


possible use in future conversions. Care- 
fully trim off the goggles from the face, 
and cut in the eye depressions. A little 
work with the knife at this stage will 
sharpen up the definition of the features, 
and the moustache can be reduced in si 2 c 
or completely removed according to 
taste. Remember, however, that military 
moustaches at this period, although 
required to be tidy, were often quite 
flamboyant. Now saw off the head com- 
pletely at the neck, and refix it, slightly 
turned to the right, with polystyrene 
cement. 

Next take the Historex legs and cut off 
the loop from the outside of each boot 
flap, which should then be reduced in 
height by about 1 mm, the outside of the 
left one also being flattened level with the 
calf of the leg, and the ankles of both 
boots being trimmed to a more ideal 
closely-fitting shape (Fig 2). Take 
approximately 2 mm off the waist end, 
and file a bevel on the inside of each leg, 
so that when they are joined with poly- 
styrene cement they adopt an astride 
position (Fig 3). Join the torso to the 
legs with the same type of cement, having 
first sanded the joining surfaces abso- 
lutely fiat to ensure the best possible 
joints. Apply a small amount of plastic 
putty to the outside of each thigh, and 
when thoroughly dry and hard, shape it 
into the flare of the breeches (Fig 3). 
Remove any flash or mould marks from 
the two Historex arms and file, gently, 
the cuffs to the shape indicated in Fig 4. 
Then cement the arms to the torso, and 
allow all the joints to dry out and harden 
thoroughly. When this has taken place, 
using knife, files, and fine emery or glass 
paper, clean up the join lines, and blend 
each part smoothly into its neighbour. 
The next thing is to make the base, and 
for this use a rectangle of .060 inch 
plastic card 20 mm x 25 mm, fixed with 


Araldite to a piece of sheet lead of the 
same thickness and dimensions. This 
gives the figure a stable base when it is 
cemented to the plastic side with poly- 
styrene cement. Alternatively the base cut 
from the Airfix figure could be used, 
although this is not so heavy and stable. 

Fit a strip of .01 inch plastic card 
2 mm wide round the waist for the belt, 
with another 1 mm wide attached at the 
centre of the belt at the back, over the- 
left shoulder, and secured to the belt 

June. 1970 



Above and right: Front and rear views of the 
completed figure, reproduced larger than ac- 
t uat size. Beginners could leave the moulded 
goggles in place over the face if desired. 

again over the right hip forming the brace 
support (Fig 6). An ammunition pouch 
and pistol holster are then constructed 
from scrap plastic to the drawings given 
in Fig 7, and cemented to the right hip, 
with a lanyard of stretched sprue attached 
with a loop round the neck, and round 
the front of the holster to the pistol butt 
(Fig 8).* Using the drawing given in my 
article in the April 1970 edition of Airfix 
Magazine, make from scrap plastic a 
Sten gun, and two spare magazines. Next 
cut two shoulder-straps 1.5 mm wide and 
5 mm long from .01 inch strip, and fit 
them to the shoulders with Mekpak 
adhesive, with another strip 2 mm wide 
round the neck over the straps to form 
the battle-dress blouse collar (Fig 9). The 
Sten gun is now cemented on the back 
of the figure, and a .5 mm plastic card 
sling is fitted round the body, one end 
being fastened as shown to the gun-butt, 

* An alternative method of wearing the 
pistol holster and pouch is also shown. This 
involves two braces over the shoulders. The 
lanyard was frequently worn looped round 
the right shoulder Instead of round the neck. 


COLOURING DETAILS 

Helmet: Greenish-grey (Humbrol field-grey is 
suitable) with semi-matt brown ear-flaps. A 
seml-matt red band is painted right round the 
helmet just above the lower edge. 

Goggles: Grey (rubber). 

Battle-dress blouse: Khaki, with red shoulder 
titles lettered dark-blue. 

Rank-stripes: Off-while. 

Belt, brace, holster, pouch and Sten gun 
sling: Off-white with brass fittings. 

Lanyard: Khaki-green. 

Scarf; Pale Khaki 

Breeches: These were of Bedford cord, and 
Humbrol Dark Earth mixed with a little white 
renders their colour well. A little more white 
in the same colour should be used for the 
'strapping' on the Inside of the breeches’ 
legs. 

Stocking-tops: Mid-grey. 

Bools: Semi-matt black. A light 'dusting' of 
Dark Earth Is most effective. 

Sten gun and magazines: Bluelsh-black, 
with steel highlights. 

Base: Dark Earth with grass-green patches. 
Arm-band; Dark blue with red lettering 'MP'. 


the other to the barrel just in front of the 
magazine (Fig 10). Great care should be 
taken over this operation, as the very 
thin plastic card has a tendency to snap 
if roughly handled. 

Now fix the two spare magazines to 
the flattened part of the left boot-top, 
and fit over them a strip of .01 inch 
plastic sheeting to form the stocking top, 
blending it on both sides as in Fig 11. 
Spare magazines were often carried in 
this way for easy access. Finally, shape 
goggles from .02 inch plastic card with 
a .5 mm ‘strap’, and fit them to the 
helmet front. Check that all stages have 
been carried out satisfactorily, and the 
model is ready for painting. 

Although a relatively complex opera- 
tion, which calls for patience and careful 
application of skills and techniques, this 
conversion can result in a unique figure 
of which the modeller can justly be 
proud, whilst providing him with the 
confidence to experiment with his own 
original ideas. 

Next time I propose to deal with a 
mounted figure conversion of unusual 
type. 



Below; Reader R. P. Thompson made thU 
excellent Gannel AEW3 from the Frog Gannei 
kit. The new dorsal section, exhausts and radar 
housing were all fashioned from block balsa, 
liberal use of body putty being necessary to 
fill the large holes left by the removal of the 
old AS4 exhausts. The undercarriage legs were 
lengthened with scrap plastic except for the 
nosewheel leg which was rebuilt using an un- 
wanted Sidewinder missile. Drop tanks were 
adapted from Airfix Harrier kit. 


I, 





NEW 


KITS AMD MODELS 


LARGE SCALE STUKA 

O NE of the most interesting kits to be 
released recently is a 1:32 scale 
model of the Junkers Ju 87B by Revell. 
This company is now well established as 
specialists in the larger size of model and 
have already produced excellent replicas 
of the Spitfire, Wildcat, Mustang and 
Thunderbolt to name but a few. 

Naturally, the larger scale gives ample 
opportunity for detailing and this model 
provides everything that might be 
expected, right down to the engine instru- 
ments on the cockpit walls. For modellers 
with limited space but plenty of time the 
1 :32 scale is ideal. The amount of pains- 
taking work that can be pul into cockpit 
interiors, engines and other parts of a 
model which are often overlooked in the 
smaller sizes, is very rewarding. IPMS 
competitions are more often than not 
won by models showing this sort of 
detail and we have nothing but praise 
for the manufacturer who, convinced of 
the need for larger scales, produces a line 
of kits to the standards that Revell have 
achieved. 

There can be little to criticise in the 
recent Ju 87B. Perhaps the rivet detail 
was a trifle on the prominent side but 
this is easily remedied during assembly. 
Other than this there was little to fault 
the outline which is as accurate as one 
could expect. 

The kit transfers are of an aircraft 
operated by II/StG2 in North Africa in 
1941, characterised by the large snake 
motif that runs the full length of the 
fuselage in a brilliant red. Panels round 
the engine can be removed to reveal a 
fully detailed interior. The cockpit 
canopy made in a brilliantly clear plastic, 
slides easily. At 18s 6d this is not a 
terribly expensive kit for what is offered 
and can be made up into a very present- 
able model for display purposes. A.W.H. 

NEW TRANSFERS 

T he Danish transfer manufacturer 
Jacob Stoppel has recently produced 
a fine set of contemporary markings for 
RAF aircraft including roundels in eight 
different sizes. Also included in the sheet, 
which sells for 5s, are various sizes of 
(Royal) Rhodesian Air Force markings, 
a topical inclusion which may interest 
many model makers. The latter will be 
of considerable use as the painting of the 
centre dot insignia on these markings can 
present problems to the modeller not 
experienced in fine detail work. 

Although the markings offer excellent 
value, the blue of the roundels on this 
sheet was slightly inaccurate. It should be 
a slightly darker shade, but this should 
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not detract from the purchase as the 
difference is minimal. Stoppel decals can 
be obtained from most of the leading 
direct mail stores advertising in Airfix 
Magazine. A.W.H. 

NEW TIGERCAT 

I ATEST kit release from Aoshima of 
-i Japan is a neatly moulded Grumman 
Tiger Cat in 1:72 scale. Surface detail 
on this hefty twin-engine model is 
extremely well done and assembly is very 
simple, with all parts fitting straight into 
place. Other than the need to weight the 
nose before assembly, there are no hidden 
snags and the instruction sheet is a model 
of clarity, even though it is written in 
Japanese only. It makes up into a fine- 
looking model, complete with moulded 
nameplate for display purposes. The only 
criticism concerns the transfer sheet, 
which is indifferent, and there are no 
precise colour scheme or markings sug- 
gestions. This last matter, though, is 
easily amended by personal research on 
the part of the modeller. Our sample 
came from Jones Bros of Chiswick and 
available for 18s lid plus Is 6d extra 
for postage. C.O.E. 

TRUCK PARTS 

EW item by Slaters, the Plastikard 
and Microstrip people, is a set of 
plastic road vehicle parts which should 
be of value to kit converters and scratch- 
builders. Actually, there are two sets of 
parts available, one in 1:76 (OO) scale 
and one in 1:43 (O) scale. In each case, 
the items comprise commercial type 
rubber-tyred wheels, and a pre-war style 
upright radiator, somewhat characteristic 
of the Maudsley, but actually nondescript 
so that it could be used for any ‘make’ 
of vehicle — such as AEC or Leyland — 
with this sort of radiator. Using a set of 
four wheels and a radiator, and possibly 
Airfix chassis parts (eg, from the Mata- 
dor), the keen modeller can either make 
complete lorries from plastic card, or 
else convert existing models. The wheels 
cost 3d each (OO) or 6d (O gauge) and 
the radiators 2d each (OO) and 4d (O 
gauge. Jones Bros of Chiswick supplied 
our samples. Postage is extra. C.O.E. 

MORE SKYBIRDS 

T FOLLOWING our review of the re- 
- issued Skybirds figures in the April 
issue, several readers wrote to say that 
they had been charged more by the sup- 
pliers, Acorn Models, than we had 
quoted in the review. In fact, we’ve since 
found that Acorn increased the price 
between sending us the advanced samples 
and actually getting the models into pro- 


duction. So the figures now each cost 
Is 9d, which isn’t quite such a bargain 
price as we indicated. However, for the 
modeller who wants special items of this 
nature, the prices are still not exorbitant 
by comparable standards and many will 
consider them reasonable for some of 
these items, as there are no exact equiva- 
lent pieces in other ranges. All to 1:72 
scale (ie, virtually the same as Airfix 
OO/HO figures) and cast in lead, the 
new items we have received include the 
following : World War 1 motor-cycle 
with helmeted removable despatch rider 
(3s) ; Vickers medium machine gun with 
two kneeling crewmen in helmets and gas 



Items from the revived Skybirds range, as 
reviewed this month. They can be identified 
from our descriptions. 


masks (3s) : prone Bren gunner in helmet 
and battle dress (a 1938-39 issue origi- 
nally, we think) : German grenade 
thrower, 1914; German rifleman, 1914; 
officer, hands in pockets (could be British, 
German, or RFC); marching British 
infantryman in greatcoat and helmet. 
World War 1 ; British officer, marching 
in greatcoat and helmet (could be 1916 
or 1940); officer with field glasses, sentry, 
marching infantrymen, prone rifleman, 
charging riflemen, all in helmets and 
1916-18 fighting order. Lastly come two 
pilot figures, suitable for World War 1 
or the inter-war period, one standing and 
one running, both in flying helmets and 
leather coats. All the single figures cost 
Is 9d each, and the multiple items, as 
indicated, cost 3s each. These Skybird 
re-issues are supplied cast in lead and un- 
painted. They need cleaning up slightly 
with a file, but are in excellently animated 
poses. They are obtainable from Acorn 
Models, 261 Gower Road, Swansea, 
allowing extra for postage. C.O.E. 

REVELL SHIPS 

t'pwO new ship kits come from Revell. 
-L the first, USS Enterprise, being an 
addition to the excellent 1 :720 scale 
range. This is the current nuclear 
powered carrier, not its famous forebear. 
The kit is right up to date, and includes 
30 miniature aircraft of the latest US 
Navy types for the flight deck park. As 
with the other 1 : 720 scale models, the 
lower hull is an optional item so that the 
Continued on page 494 
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LINDBERG1/72 

HEINKEL HE.I62 
HEINKEL HE.lOO 


AIRCRAFT KITS 


ARADO AR.234B 
DORNIER D0.335A 


MESSERSCHMITT 163 


HENSCHELL 129 
MESSERSCHMITT 410 


FOCKE-WULF FW.I90D-9 


AIRCAH AVIATION BOOKS. 31/- «ach, peitaga ■/- 

1. North American P-5ID Muitang in USAAF/USAF tervice 

2. P-47 Thunderbolt in US and RAF service 

3. Mustengs Mks. I-IV in RAF and Commonwealth service 

4. Merlin engined Spitfires in RAF. Commonwealth and Foreign service 

5. P-51 B Mustang in USAAF service 

SAAF. RAAF. RNZAFand RCAF service 

7. P*40D»N Wftrnftwk tn USAAF, French end Foretf a service 

8. Griffon engined Spitfirei Mke, XIU24 including cho Seaflre 1-47 

9. Sped VII and XIII ScouU 

!?• J*?- Llfhtnlnf m USAF, Icelian, French and Chinese service 
1 1 . B*24 Liberator in USAAF, RAF, lAF and Foreign service 
*2. Avro Lencaatar in Unit service 

l^ Heyobose l-lll in JAAF. RTAF. CAF. IPSF service 

14, F/RF-84F Thunderstreak/Thunderllash in general service 

51. Battle of Britain Special featuring Spitfire, Hurricane and M.E.BfiOFE. 17 
colour pages in all 

52. Finniah Air Force. Comprehensive photographic history, with colour pates 
With whole series 


ITALAEREI 
AIRCRAFT DECALS 


Made by the same firm which makes the splendid lealaerei kies, each of these sheets 
measures 4t Ko approximately and is full. Decals are individual slide, and the finish 
IS matt. Price: 5/- each. 

No I Regia Aeronaotica, WWll. 14 different paired unit insignia, each pair duplicated, 
also selection of numerals in 7 sizes, in red and black, with and without white outline, 
in R.A. styling- No 2 Regia Aeronautics, WWil. Wing national ipsignra. fighter sizes, 
^ Mk on white, black on clear, white on black, also few blue fuselage Insignia. 

. ’ . ^****. Aeronautica, WWM. More national insignia, further selection of unit 

insignia, white, black, red numeralii rudder striping, and few R«$.l. national insignia. 
No 4 Luftwaffe, WWll. Selection of fighter size swastikas, crosses and black with red 
outbne numerals, also 6 ••Aces” rudder markings. No 5 Luftwaffe, WWll, Fighter size 
black alphabets and numerals, also chevrons and gruppe markings for rear fuselage. * 


ALL ABOVE AVAILABLE NOW . . . AND 
DUE EARLY JUNE IS . . . No. 15 


PROFILES, ARCO, BELLONA, BLANDFORD BOOKS 

MEN AND MACHINES AVIATION BOOKS. 30/- ageh, po.Mge 1/6. 

FW-190, Dorni.r Night Fighter., HE-tOO 

HE-I6a. HE-219, |U-88 Fighter*. 

ME,Bfi09, ME.Bfi to including night fighter* 

nt,2IQ, nE.4IO, ME. 1 63, ME.262 

RAF Fighter* pf WWll. Vol. I. feature* P-39 Aireeobr*. Gladiitor, Meteor, P-SI 
Muiung, Spitfire (all WWM variant*}, Whirlwind. 

Ameri^n Fighter, of WWll, Vol. I. cover* P-39. P-26, P-38. P-SI, P-61. F4F Wildcat, 
F6F Hellcat 

RAF Bomber* of WWll, Vol. I, feature. Manchetter, Lanca.ter 1/1 1, Battle. Meaqulto, 
Bo.ton, Liberator 

RAF Bombor. of WWII, Vol. 2, eovera B-I7e Fortreu I, Blenheim, Hampden, Halifax, 
Ventura, Welle. ley 

Luftwaffe Bomber, of WWll, Vol. I, feature. DO-17, JU-BB, HE-1 1 1. FW-200 
Luftwaffe Bomber, of WWll, Vol. 2, covert AR-234. JU-IBB, DO-217, HE-177, 'Mistel' 
combination. 

lapane.e Bombers of WWll, Vol. I. feature. NakajimaBSN, B6N, Aichi D3A. Yokosuka 
D4Y. Mic.ubithi G3M and G4M 


BOEING B-I7B-H FORTRESS 
In USAAF, USAF, USN, USMC, USCE, 
RAF, French, Danish, IDF/AF, Portuguese, 
Dominican and Brazilian service 
Usual Aircam format. Approximately 47 
pages, of which 8 are of colour side views, 
2 of keyed plan views, The balance con- 
sisting of page after page of "in service" 
type photographs and a minimum of text. 
Usual Aircam price 21/- postage I/- 


MODELDECAL DECALS 


ITALAEREI 

Fiat G-5S Centauro 1/72 

Reiianne RE-2000 1/72 

AOSIMA 

EI5KI Shiun (Norm) 1/72 

P-63A Kingeobra 1/72 

G. F7F-I Tigercat 1/72 

FROG 're-lsfued, new decala 
Glo.ter Meteor Mk. IV 1/72 

F-IOOD Super Sabre 1/72 

H. S. Harrier GR Mk. I 1/72 

A. W. Whitley V/VII 1/72 

Mesaertchmitc Bf,l09F i/72 

P.40B Tomahawk 1/72 

Douglas Havoc/Boston* 1/72 

Tupolev 56-2 1/72 

Phantom F4K/M 1/72 

BAC Lightning 6 1/72 

Grumman A6A Intruder 1/72 

RA-5C Vigilante 1/72 

AIRFIX 'recommended for 
Modeldeeali 

DH. Chipmunk 1/72 

Focke-Wulf FW-189 1/72 

BAC F.Mk.lA Lightning* 1/72 

T8M Avenger* 1/72 

F6F Hellcat* 1/72 

SBD Dauntle.** 1/72 

F-4 Phantom* 1/72 


MONOGRAM 
Bell P-39 Airacobra 
AH-IG Huay Cobra team 
P-5IB Mustang 

G. F8P Bearcat 
Curtis. P-6E biplane 
D.AIE Skyraider 
P-5IB Mustang 
P-40B Tomahawk 

H. Typhoon Mk. lb 
P-38J/L Lightning 
FUJIMI 

F-4E Phantom II 
Grumman A6A Intruder 
D. A-4E Skyhawk 
O. Mirage INC 
Westland Waap Hel. 
F-8D Cruuder 


SHEET No. 3 1/72 scale 
Four alternative ftniahei for the F-IOOD 
Super Sabre in USAF service 
S6-3000 ‘Triple Zilch", 20th TFW 
Wethersfield, U.K. circa I960 
55-3712 "Pahokee Tiger" 307th TFS. 
31. t TFW. Vietnam, lace 1965 
SS-36044l6thTFS.3l*t TFW. S. Vietnam, 
late I96S 

“Charlene", 3ltt TFW. S. Vietnam, 
circa 1968. (Camouflaged) 


SHEET No. 4 1/72 scale 
U.S. Navy Sec. WWll 
SBD-3 Dauntless, VS-2, U.S.S. Lexing- 
ton, (Ensign ). A. Leppia) 

F6F-J Hellcat, VF-o, U.S.S. Intrepid. 
(Lc A. Vraciu) 

TBM-3 Avenger (CV-17) U.S.S. Bunker 


Modeldecat Nos. I, 3, 7/6 
Modeldecal Not. 2, 4, S/3 
Pottage on all decala: up to 3 
ihaeta 9d, 4 and ever I /-. U K. 


Al.o available In 1/72 scale: 

No. I Six alternative finishes for the BAC Lightning in RAF service 

No. 2 Three alternative finishes for the McDonnell Phantom 

NOTE: All Modeldaeal sheets contain full markings to complete all models listed 

^xcepc sheets not. i and 2, where the "D" type roundeis are used from the respective 

Modeldecal Decals are available only from Modelto ys 

OVERSEAS TRADERS* can have full terms with iMMEOiATE 
inHL/enj. sgpp,,,Es of these superb decals, and there 
ARE MORE TO COME. PLEASE WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 


BY RETURN POSTAL SERVICE 
Postage and Packing, UK rates 
Up to 10/-, I/- (1/6) 
I0/-to2i/-, 2/- (2/6) 

22/- to £5. S/-. 

Over £5, No charge. 

First Class mail in brackets 
S.A.E. with all enquiries please 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-17.30 Mon. -Sat 


Closed Weds 


346 KbigstonRd Fortsmoiitli 

Tel • Portsmonth 61469 


June, 1970 
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New kits — continued 

kit may be made up from the waterline 
only if desired. Moulding detail is first- 
class and the kit is highly commended 
for ship modellers who collect this series 
of models. Price is 25s 6d. 

Second model is the USS North 
Carolina, a famous American battleship 
of the war years. This follows the usual 
Revell high standard, with the numerous 
5 inch gun turrets of the secondary arma- 
ment being particularly well moulded. 
The fine deck detail and the tiny AA 
guns are also well depicted. The scale is 
1 :565, which is a little odd to say the 
least, but in practice this is close enough 
to the Airfix 1 :600 scale for the model 
to be quite at home with the Airfix ship 
models. It is certainly a good looker and 
assembly is perfectly straightforward. 
The price is 14s 6d. C.O.E. 

HELICOPTER FROM AURORA 

F ollowing the increased interest 
in US Army helicopters, Aurora have 
produced a 1:48 scale model of the 
Lockheed AH-56A Cheyenne. This is an 
easy-to-build model made in the usual 
robust style of this company which, 
although it is less likely to be damaged, 
lacks a certain amount in detail. The 
accuracy of the outline is within reason- 
able limits and the kit can be recom- 
mended for the beginner as there should 
be few problems in assembly or painting. 

There are nearly 40 parts in the kit 
which costs 9s 6d. Jones Bros of Chiswick 
have stocks and can supply by direct 
mail, providing Is 6d extra is included 
for po.stage. A.W.H. 

ATTACKER KIT 

M ODELTOYS of 246 King-ston Road, 
Portsmouth, have examples of 
Frog's old 1 : 72 scale Supermarine 
Attacker, which is not widely available 
today. The kit comes in a polythene bag 
without a brand name, but the mould- 
ings, transfers and instructions inside are 
as for the original Frog release. 

The Attacker is an elementary kit 
showing its age now, but it is capable of 
improvement and deserves a place in any 
collection of naval types. It was the 
Navy's first carrier-borne jet aircraft to 
see squadron service and is probably 
unique in having a tailwheel. The 15 parts 
fit together well and the transfer sheet is 
reasonable. Underwing stores and the 
big ventral fuel tank are omitted but 
could probably be added from the spares 
box, while improved ejection seat tri- 
angles and other warning signs could be 
applied. 

Although rather overpriced at 4s 9d, 
this is a rare and pleasing item which 
should be snapped up. B.R. 

NEW CARS 

W E have received from Messrs Jones 
Bros of Chiswick three of the recent 
Japanese car kits. Two by Sankyo and the 
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other from Apollo Models. The Sankyo 
kits are the 1931 Grand Sport Alfa Romeo 
and the 1930 Supercharged Bentley, two 
very famous marques in their day. Both 
kits are in the 1 :24 scale Classic Car 
Series and are motorised. 

They are very complete and produce 
very satisfying replicas. Although the 
instruction sheets are in Japanese text the 
sketches are pretty well self-explanatory. 

The wheels in both kits are in two parts; 
on the Alfa with its separate brake drums, 
care is needed to ensure a true assembly. 
The Bentley wheels have spigots at the 
hubs to give alignment, remembering to 
remove the chrome before cementing, of 
course. A Mabuchi Motor No. 13 is the 
motive power and both cars are driven via 
a small prefabricated gearbox. The Alfa 
power unit is housed in the boot while the 
Bentley’s is in the deep undertray so 
characteristic of the three cars. 

The starting handle very ingeniously 
actuates the battery switch of the Alfa 
Romeo, while the Bentley’s is mounted 
below the dashboard. With both cars the 
‘works’ are well out of sight. 

As usual in this scries a base is provided 
in each kit for the car to be mounted if it’s 
decided to keep it static. Altogether two 
pleasing little cars that reflect the charac- 
teristics of the prototypes and are worth- 
while additions to one’s stable, and good 
value at 39s lid. 

The Apollo Model's kit is a 1:20 scale 
model of the 250 P5 Ferrari with prototype 
Berlinctti body, a very glamourous looking 
car, shown for the first time at the Geneva 
Motor Show. This is a more complicated 
kit and calls for greater care in assembly. 
The instruction sheet, although in Japanese, 
is very comprehensive with no less than 41 
sketches to illustrate construction. 

The model has actual working suspen- 
sion with coil springs at the front and a 
form of torsion bar at the rear; in fact the 
whole transmission is sprung. Also 
included are actual headlights. These are 
illuminated very ingeniously from a single 
bulb. In the actual car the front lights are 
in the form of a unit rather than separate 
lamps, and the model reproduces this 
effect faithfully. 

Normal Ackerman type steering is pro- 
vided and a moulded ratchet on the track 
rod allows it to be set for the desired turn. 
The wheels, true to modern types, have 
very wide rims and although in two parts 
are substantial and true. The electric 
motor when installed is housed in a replica 
of the actual engine and is accessible by 
lifting the boot lid which is actually the rear 
window. 

All the features both internal and ex- 
ternal on the full size car are incorporated 
on the model. Possibly the only criticism is 
the colour, which is not quite that glorious 
red the Italians seem to produce, although 
the builder can easily paint it to his 
favourite colour.. The kit makes up a very 
satisfactory replica of the sophisticated 
Ferrari 250 P5 and would grace anyones’ 
sideboard. It is very moderately priced at 
59s lid when the quality is considered. B.L. 


Right : One of the new 
Rose Models Mini- 
packs kits assembled 
but unpainted, show- 
ing the optional back- 
pack casting in front 
of the figure. This is 
the charging British 
infantryman of 1939- 
45 in 54 mm scale. 



ROSE MODELS 

L atest release in the Rose Models 
54 mm size range is a new Mini- 
packs figure of a running British Private, 
1939-45, in battle dress and full equip- 
ment. The figure comes unpainted in 
simple kit form, with base, main body, 
back pack, and both arms, all as separate 
items. Assembly is very simple, and a 
degree of variation is possible in the arm 
position with a little filing or bending. 
As assembled, though, the figure hold*" 
his rifle across his body in the usual way. 
The standard of casting is high, as with 
all Rose figures. The quality is reflected 
in the price, which at 28s puts it in the 
‘connoisseur’ class. This figure, and 
another twelve new releases, can be had 
from Oxford Model Centre, 94 St 
Clements, Oxford. The other releases 
include three more British, two Indian 
Army, three British African, four Ama- 
zons, and four Persian troops. The 
Amazons cost 23s each, all the others 
costing 28s a time. A catalogue featuring 
the Rose Minipacks scries is available 
from Oxford Model Centre at 2s. In our 
last review of Rose models, in the April 
issue, we misled readers by stating that 
all the Rose items are included in this 
catalogue. In fact, the complete Rose 
catalogue is a large illustrated publica- 
tion at 15s (also stocked by the Oxford 
Model Centre), and this does include 
everything produced by Ro.se including 
the very useful heads, arras, and equip- 
ment so helpful for figure converting. 
The 2s catalogue simply covers the 
Minipacks kits range. C.O.E. 

NEW CATALOGUES 

I '^WO new catalogues have reached us 
from Jones Bros of Chiswick, each 
from a major manufacturer. The Revell 
catalogue, at 2s 6d post free, contains 
several new space kits, and promises a 
1:72 scale Bronco and a 1:144 scale 
DC-8 Super 61, also a 1:72 scale Jolly 
Green Giant. In the 1 :32 scale range are 
promised several newcomers which look 
like ‘dressed up’ versions of existing kits 
and include a Seafire I, a P-40 in differ- 
ent markings, and an Me 109G, while a 
Corsair is definitely a new addition. The 
new Frog catalogue, at 2s post free, also 
from Jones Bros, offers several exciting 
new kits, including a Meteor IV, Whitley, 
and a ‘Tribal’ class destroyer in 1 :500 
scale. C.O.E. 

AIRFIX magazine 
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AURORA Kits 

1/48 scale 

Halberieadt CL-2 9/1 

Albatron C-3 9/( 

Fokker Eindeeker 9/< 

Sopwith Triplane 9/1 

Sopwith Camel 9/( 

French Nieuport 9/( 

Fokker DR-I Triplane 9/< 

Albatross D-3 9/( 

Brequet 9/( 

Fokker 0-7 9/< 

Curtiss Hawk P6E 9/< 

Curtiss SBC-3 Helldiver 9/< 

AURORA Kits 

1/72 scale 

AH-S6A Cheyenne Helicopter 9/< 

Sikersky HH-3 ]olly Green Giant 9/d 
Lear let Commander 9/6 

Piper Cherokee 6/6 

Cessna Skymaster 6/6 

Piper Aztec 6/6 

POST AND PACKING 

Minimum charge 2/- Over 70/- free. 
Kits: up to £1 2/-, to £2 4I-, to 50/- 
5/-. to 60/- 6/-, to 70/- 71-. 

Books, Decals: up to £2 2/-, to 50/- 
2/6. to 60/- 3/-. to 70/- 3/6. 


HINCHLIFFE 

CANNONS 

54 mm MODELS 

(in kit form) 

ME/G/9 British 18 pdr. Field 
Gun. World War I 

ME/G/IO British 6" Mortar 

ME/L/I British Gun Limber, 
1800-1860 

ME/L/2 French Gun Limber 
(Gri beauval) 

ME/L/3 British I8pdr. Limbe 
World War I 

ME/W/I French Ammunition 
Caisson (Grlbeauval) 

ME/W/2 British Ammunition 
Wagon 

ME/W/3 French Field Forge 

ME/W/4 French Ambulance 
(Wurst Wagen) 
Napoleonic 

ME/CA/I British Spare Wheel 
Carriage 

KE/G/I British 9 pdr. Gun, 
1800-1860 

ME/G/2 British -32 pdr 

Carronade, Wood 
Carriage 

ME/G/3 British 32 pdr. 

Carronade, Iron 
Carriage 

ME/G/6 French 6" Howitzer 
(Gri beauval) 

ME/G/S French 8" Mortar 
(Gri beauval) 

ME/G/6 French 12 pdr. Gun 
(Gri beauval) 

ME/G/7 British Light 3 pdr. 
Gun, 1800-1860 

ME/G/B British 13" Land 

Mortar, 1760-1860 


HISTOREX 


Plastic Kits currently available are: 
Hussars, Chasseurs a Cheval, Foot and 
mounted Grenadiers, Foot and mounted 
Dragoons. Foot and mounted artillery, 
Cannon-Limber and team. Mounted 
Elite Gendarmerie. Napoleon Itt. 
Various Marshalls and General Staff, 
Ammunition Wagon. Howitzer. Lancers 
Cuirassiers, Carabiniers Scale 1/30 

Prices: 

Mounted figures £1 10 0 

Foot figures 14 0 

Cannon and Howitzer £2 4 0 

Limber 19 0 

Cannon, Limber team complete £7 12 6 

Caisson £2 15 0 

Caisson team complete £7 12 6 

3 foot soldiers in one packet 
Same type, rank, position 10 0 

New series Historical figures 
Pair £1 10 0 

Catalogue 2/-, by post 2/6 


DRAWING by 
kind permission 

OLIVE PRINTS 
Olive Prints are in 
secs of six cards at 
6/- set 

Sec. I , Hussars of 
Frederick the 
Great 


See. 2. Soldiers of 
the Colonial 
War 

Sec, 3. Foot 
Grenadiers of 
the Imperial 
Guard 

See. 4. Musicians 
of the Imperial 
Guard 




BOOK DEPT. 


HINCHLIFFE 

30 mm Models 

all iupplied assembled 


ME/30/1 British 9 pdr. Gun 

S Waterloo/Crimea Period)! 3/6 
irieisn 9 pdr. Gun Limber 11/- 
ME/30/3 British Galloper 3 pdr,, 

1700-1790 13/6 

ME/30/4 British 24 Pdr. Gun. 

1705-1770 15/- 


^ ME/30/5 British 8" Howitzer, 
113/6 1700-1800 

II/- ME/30/6 British Limber for 

__ ^ ME/30/3 and ME/30/4 

13/6 ME/30/7 British Pontoon Wagon. 
1705-1750 


Old British Model Soldiers 

1893-1918 30/- 

British Smooth-Bore Artillery 
18th and 19th Centuries 85/- 

Modern BricishTanksand 
Fighting Equipment 18/- 

Tanks of W.W.I British and 

German 25/- 

Brieish and American Tanks 
ofW.W.II 105/- 

GermsnTanksofW.W.II 95/- 

German Infantry Weapons 

ofW.W.II 25/- 

Brielsh and American Infantry 
WeaponsofW.W.II 25/- 

Small Arms Ammunition 1 91 4 21/- 
Russian Pistols in the 

17th Century 30/- 

FMntlock Pistols I7eh to 19th 
Century 30/- 

French Army Regiments and 
Uniforms 30/— 

Red Army Uniforms and 
Insignia 1944 17/- 

Dress Regulations for the 
Army 1900 60,- 

Badges of the British Army 

1820-1960 21/- 

Badges and Emblems of the 

British Forces 1940 16/- 

Rapiers i6thand 17th 
Centuries 25/- 

Allied BayonetsofW.W.II 25.'- 

Bayonets 30/- 

Sword, Lance and Bayonet 40/- 

)apanese Arms and Armour 90/- 

Japanese Armour from the 

15th to the 20th Century 30.'- 

German Military Uniforms 

and Insignia 70/— 

German Combat Weapons 
W.W.II 70,'- 

Tank Data W.W.II 75/- 

Advanced War Games 42/- 


Fighting Vehicles of the 

Red Army 25/- 

German Army and Navy 

Uniforms 80/- 

TankDaca Vol. II 80/- 

How to go Collecting 
Model Soldiers 35/- 

How CO go Plastic Modelling 25/- 
Uniforms. Organisations and 
History of the Waffen SS 90/- 
Flags of the VVorld 55/- 

NEW TITLES IN THE 
“PURNELL’S” HISTORY OF 
THE SECOND WORLD 
WAR 

PEARL HARBOUR 8/6 

SS AND GESTAPO 8/6 

DEFEAT IN MALAYA 8/6 

ZERO FIGHTER 8/6 

A NEW MONTHLY 
"PROFILE” SERIES AVAIL- 
ABLE FROM THE 15th MAY 
LOCO PROFILE An historical 
record of a World Famous Loco- 
motive class will be featured in 
each Profile, including previously 
unpublished facts of these high- 
breds of the Iron Track. 

LOCO PROFILE No. I. GRESLEY 
NON-STREAMLINED PACIFICS 
91- 

AIRCRAFT PROFILES 

No. 212. FAIREY SWORDFISH 
MRS. I-IV S/_ 

A.F.V. PROFILES 

No. 13. RAM AND SEXTON 5/- 

"ALMARK’’ 

PUBLICATIONS 

WEAPONS SERIES 
AMERICAN ARMOURED 

CARS 1940-45 12/6 


SHERMAN TANK 
(Production Models 
1941-45) 12/6 

UNIFORM SERIES 
SCOTTISH REGIMENTS 

1660-1914 12/6 

AIRCRAFT SERIES 

F4 PHANTOM II 12/6 

AIRCAM 

No. 14 REPUBLIC F/RF.84F 
THUNDERSTREAK/ 
THUNDERFLASH 21/- 

No. 15 BOEING B-I7B-H 
FLYING FORTRESS 21/- 

A.F.V. and UNIFORM 
BOOKS, BTC. 

The Observers Book of 

Heraldry 7/- 

The Pageant of Heraldry 25/- 
Boutells Heraldry 55/.. 

The Observers Fighting 

Vehicles W.W.II 25/_ 

FUNKEN UNIFORM 
BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 
CASTERMANS 
Vol. I Uniforms and Arms of the 
Soldiers of the Ist Empire, 
French Line Regiments. 
British. Prussian and 
Spanish 35/- 

Vol. II Uniforms and Arms of the 
Ist Empire. French Im- 
perial Guard, Swedish. 
Russian and Austrian 35/- 
Vol. I Uniforms and Arms of the 
Soldiers of All Times, from 
the Pharoes to Louis XV 

Vol. II Uniforms and Arms of the 
Soldiers of All Times, from 
Frederick II to Present Day 
35/- 


ALMARK Transfers 
forA.F.V's 1/76 

S/X DAY WAR 

T.S.3. Marking for Israeli jeeps. Half-tracks. 

Syrian T.34/8S 5/9 

T.S.4. Markings for Israeli M-48 Patton, Centurion 
5 also Super Sherman 5/p 

OTHER NEW ISSUES 

T.S.2. Markinfa for Airfix Lee Grant tank*. 
Contence ineludes. Lend-Lease Auuian 
acrvjce, U.S. Trainlne vehicles, dricish 
service N. Africa and Burma. U.S. service 
Pacific 1/76 5/9 

NEW AIRCRAFT MARKINGS 

S.3. HANDLEY PAGE HALIFAX BVII of No. 40 
Goose Squadron, No, 6 Group RCAF 'Vicky' 
(Linton on Ouse. Yorks.). Avro Lancaster Bl of 

(Shellingthorpe, Lines. 1945) * 5/9 


EXPORT DEPT. 


B.M.W. EXPORT DEPARTMENT 
welcome orders and enquiries from indivi- 
duals and traders throughout the world 


BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 01-540 7333/4 


June, 1970 
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All drawings 
futl'Size for model 


infra-red seeker from beneath the radome. 
The radome should be built up with body 
putty until it attains a diameter of approxi- 
mately 17 mm. 

Attention must also be paid to the tyres 
since on the USAF version of the aircraft 
they are wider than on Navy and Marine 
aircraft. They are in fact 4 mm in width 
instead of just over 2 mm. To correct this 
0.5 mm can be removed from 2 Airfix tyres 
and then both glued together to provide 
one good tyre. 

David Leyshon, Brierley Hill, Staffs. 

Showcase 

Gome of your readers might find the cost 
^ of the ‘See Bee' Showcase (16s 7d) a 
bit much to pay for keeping their models 
in good order. 1 think that I have found an 
alternative, made by no less a firm than . . . 
Airfix! Our local chain store is stocking a 
‘Crispline’ food container in rigid trans- 
parent polystyrene, with a blue, plastic 
clip-on base, selling at 6s 6d. It measures 
about 10 inches long by 6 inches wide, by 
5 inches high. One is at present giving 
cover to my small-scale Napoleonic war- 
gaming fleet, and another protecting a 
force of cavalry, and I can recommend this 
item most highly. 

.lames Lancelot Railton, Oundle, Northants. 

Twin mustang 

f was interested to see the Twin-Mustang 
^ conversion in April Airfix Magazine as 


I am at present working on a similar con- 
version myself. Mr Philpott has however 
made one small error in his article. Al- 
though the starboard propeller of the P-82 
was normal, the port propeller rotated in 
the opposite direction, ie, anticlockwise 
when viewed from behind. This is apparent 
in the photo heading the article, and also 
in the lower photo on page 153 of Mac- 
donald's Warplanes — Fighters, Vol. 4. 

C. P. Montgomery, Solihull. Warks. 

Emblem colours 

tjegarding Mr Biagi’s letter in the March 
Issue I have found the colours of the 
scarecrow. His coat, hat and pipe were all 
Matt Black, the buttons and hole in his hat 
were white and his face, arms and 'leg' were 
wood coloured. The nearest matching 
colour to the original wood is Matt Khaki. 

Similar emblems to this appeared on 359 
Squadriglia aircraft. The only differences 
being that the stars and smoke were 
omitted and the white fuselage band had 
359 and not 369 painted on it in black. 

Also, a tip for keeping paint-brush 
bristles straight. Simply stick the wooden 
end in Plasticine and stand it upright on 
the workbench. 

Richard J. Widmer, Brampton, Hunts. 

Lettering 

I have discovered a method of painting! ?) 
* small numbers or letters on to an air- 


craft which I think readers might find useful . 

This involves using an old John Bull 
printing set. I find the best is to use letters 
about 3/16 inch high. 

All you have to do is pick up the letters 
in a pair of tweezers, stroke the brush 
across, first dry, to remove any dust as this 
will impare the result, and then stroke 
across with paint. Be careful not to use too 
much as this will run. 

I find it best to leave about a third of the 
height of the letter between each one (eg, 
t inch high letters, ^ inch between each). 
Then if the paint does spread the letters 
won't meet and mess the model up. 

This is useful if you can’t paint small 
letters. 

N. Barge, Wellingborough, Northants. 


Letters to the Editor 


Transfer storage 

¥ often loose small transfers in the folds 
^ of boxes. I have found a useful way of 
keeping odd serials and personal markings. 
1 keep them in Boots coin wallets which 
can be found in Boots for around four 
shillings. They are made of plastic and 
have 36 different compartments of a suit- 
able size for even the biggest squadron 
markings. 

Ronald Stewart, Haves, Middx. 


PUNA ARMOURED CAR 

V ERY many readers request that earlier military conversions from 
these pages be repeated and ‘top of the list’ comes the Puma and 
the Sd Kfz 234 series of armoured cars which I covered more than 
five years ago. So for the benefit of those who missed it first time 
round, here is the Puma, plus the necessary details for correcting the 
basic error in the Sd Kfz 234/4 model from the kit, namely the 
mudguards. 

Dealing with the Sd Kfz 234/4 first, there is no actual conversion 
work involved. It is made exactly as described in the kit except that 
the mudguards are omitted, being of the wrong pattern for this 
series. The locating slots are filled with scrap plastic or body putty, 
and the areas are filed and sanded smooth. You can, if desired, forget 
about mudguards completely as they were sometimes removed or 
knocked on in service. This is not vep; typical, however, and the 
model is greatly enhanced by the addition of new mudguards (K) 
cut from 20 or 30 thou plastic card to the shape shown. Top pieces 
are also needed and these are drawn as L and M. They are cemented 
to the top edge of the mudguard sides, and the completed assemblies 
are glued into place after the wheels and sides have been painted. 
Finish off with small end pieces at the extremities, cut and shaped to 
fit. Lockers were fitted in the mudguards, each with its own door. 
Paper, cut to the shapes shown makes a very effective representation 
of these doors, and is simply cemented to the mudguard sides. To 
save space I’ve not included a picture of a modified Sd Kfz 234/4 
model, but one is shown in //om’ to Co Plastic Modelling and was 
also included in our January 1965 issue. 

The well-known Puma makes a most handsome conversion, 
though the work involved in quite extensive. The hull and wheels are 
assembled as in the kit instructions, but the side coamings are cut 
away completely. Then cut away a neat rectangle from the rear sides 
of the fighting compartment and replace with part Z, shown on the 
model picture and in the drawing, this beiqg cut from plastic card. 

Continued on next page 
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have converted the Airfix Boy Scout to 
give a realistic resemblance to the present 
uniform. 

The process is very simple. The original 
model was built in three stages: (1) from 
the waist down; (2) the upper part of the 
body except for the arms; (3) the arms. 
The visible parts of the arms and legs were 
then built up with body putty, to the same 
thickness as the shirt and shorts respec- 
tively. When the body putty had dried it 
was then smoothed with sandpaper until 
the join was hardly noticeable. The badges 
above the breast pockets and on the beret, 
were filed off. The parts were painted and 
the complete kit assembled. The finishing 
touches were made by painting extra 
badges on the arms and a new cap badge 
above the left eye. 

Roy Turner, North Shields. 

Saiurn features 

A part from the length of the Service 
Module, which is about J inch too 
long, Airfix’s new Saturn V rocket is an 
excellent model. However, there are a few 
incorrect parts in the painting scheme 
which I would like to point out. Firstly, if 
the model is to depict the Apollo 1 1 rocket, 
as on the base nameplate, the thick 
horizontal black line capping the lower set 
of vertical ones, should be omitted. 
Secondly, the Service Module should not 
be silver, but white, like the rest. It was 
only silver on the Apollo 9 mission, and 
even then the Command Module and the 
Lunar Module were silver also to match. 
Thirdly, the 4 ‘blips’ sticking out round the 
2nd/3rd Interstage section should be 
painted red. Anyway, this is a very good 
kit, especially for a rush job on the part of 
Airfix, and I hope to see more in this space 
range. 

P. M. Baker, Farnborough, Hants 

Carrier conversion 

AFTER reading the item on British Con- 
versions, I converted a Universal 
Carrier into the Carrier with Assault 
Bridge mentioned, I assembled the kit as 
per the instructions, missing out the 
figures and piece No 9. Then I cut two 
matches to a length of one inch and glued 
them on to the rear of the carrier and the 
bulkhead. After they had dried I cut two 
pieces of plastic card measuring 1 inch by 
inch and glued the first on to the 
matches and the second to the first at an 
angle of 45 degrees. Then I stuck 2 pieces 
of aluminium wire to the open ends. The 
result is quite a good representation of the 
real thing. 

John Armatys, Sheffield 10. 

Phantom points 

■pIRST of all I would like to congratulate 
you on your excellent article on the 
F-4 Phantom. Perhaps we could have more 
of this type of article dealing in depth on 
modem jets. 

There are just a couple of points on 
which I would like to comment. In the 
conversion of the Airfix F-4B to the USAF 
F-4D it is not sufficient just to delete the 
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Top: Puma conversion showing hull modifications. Above: Completed 
Puma model; note co-axial machine gun. Note new mudguards, also 
applicable to the Sd Kfz 234/4. Below: Working drawings, all keyed 
to text. 


Military matters 

CINCE no one seems to have noticed, I 
^ thought I would point out to you that 
the General seated on top of the Crusader 
tank on the front cover of your February 
issue is Sir Bernard Paget, he is easily 
recognisable. Sir John Dill at this time held 
a staff appointment in Washington. 

I would also like to comment on the 
carrier on the front of the January issue. 
You suggest that possibly it belongs to the 
48th Division, I rather doubt this for the 
following reasons. If it had belonged to the 
48th Division then it would surely have 
carried that formations ‘parrot’ sign. It is 
also on the wrong side oi the vehicle for a 
formation sign, I know there were excep- 
tions, but they were few and far between. 
Again, I doubt whether the War Office 
would have permitted the use of an un- 
disguised sign. Of all the British and 
British Empire signs used in both the First 
and Second World Wars there is only one 
single example of a formation with an un- 
disguised Arabic numeral, that was the 1st 
Independent Guards Brigade. 

A brigade of course in those days was 
not realty a major formation, and this one 
after it left the 1st Division on June 1st, 


1941, according to the official publication 
Orders of Battle, served under no less than 
sixteen different higher formations with a 
total of thirty-three changes. This frequent 
switching of command may well have oeen 
the reason why an exception was allowed 
in this case. 

There were of course one or two other 
formations which used an Arabic numeral 
only thinly disguised, such as 10th Corps 
and 9th Anti-Aircraft Division. 

The British during the war regarded 
these signs as highly classified material. 
The Americans on the other hand would 
seem to have given theirs the maximum 
publicity. About half the entire issue of the 
June 1943 National Geographic Magazine 
is devoted to this. 

This issue is well worth getting hold of 
for in addition to formation signs, service 
insignia, army air corps and navy squadron 
badges are given, and all in colour too. 

J. W. F. Dunn, Burgess Hill, Sussex. 

Lightning news 

I IGHTNINGMkl AXM192-theaircraft 
^ that the Airfix model is based on, has 
been retired honourably from active ser- 
vice and is now at Wattisham on the Target 
Facilities Flight. It now acts as a target on 
exercises and provides combat practice for 
squadron pilots. 

Flt-Lieut Keith Ansell, RAF Wattisham, 

Cambs. 

Alfa changes 

TJAVING just finished the kit of the Alfa 
Romeo t would like to point out one 
or two amendments. In Part 1 of the plan 
it tells you to glue the exhaust pipe (part 14) 
on. Later, though, two of the mudguard/ 
petrol tank supports have to go under the 
exhaust. May I suggest these parts (66, 67) 
are glued on before the exhaust pipe 

A'so I found that cementing the dash- 
board where it is meant to be, pushed the 


Letters to the Editor selected for publica- 
tion entitle the senders to each receive 
a free Airfix plastic construction kit of 
their choice. We are always pleased to 
receive your oomments and pictures, 
which will be considered for publication. 
Submitted material and pictures can only 
be returned If accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope, and the Editor can- 
not accept responsibility for safe keeping 
of any such ccntrlbutlons, neither does 
he necessarily agree with comments 
expressed by correspondents In the 
letters column. Please note that any 
letters anticipating a reply MUST be 
accompanied by a SAE or stamp. 


steering column down. Then when I put 
the driver in I could not get the steering 
wheel on. This I remedied by putting a slot 
in the dashboard into which the steering 
column went. 

Finally I found the transparent light 
fronts overlapped the back part of the 
light, these I sanded down. I thought the 
method of fixing the wheels was clever, as 
was the windscreen. 

R. Meakings, Corby, Northants. 

Card models 

REGARDING cut-out models. I too can 
remember purchasing these at differ- 
ent times and those were made by Dean 
Books of London. In fact some 5 years ago. 
I was holidaying in the West Country and 
managed to purchase an Air Sea Rescue 
Launch, a Catalina Flying Boat, and a 
Galleon model at half-price to clear. Need- 
less to say these are not made up but kept 
as mementoes. 

I also have a very fine collection of un- 
made Micromodel card kits. 1 endeavour 
to get two of each one for reference and 
one to make up. I am of course still looking 
for the earlier ones but have some 100 sets. 

I find a distinct fascination in making 
these up as they are a very different form 
of modelling. 

R. Moorfon, Eastbourne, Sussex. 

Waterline effect 

|J EADERS may be interested to know of a 
way to make their model ships into 
waterline models without cutting the 
model. I found that a block of expanded 
polystyrene ceiling tile is excellent for this 
purpose. This block is easy to work with 
and can be glued with any suitable wood 
glue. I have recently made a waterline 
model of the Tirpitz with this block. First 
I cut the block to a thickness suitable to 
take the portion of the hull below the 
waterline, and then I chiselled out a hole 
to the shape of the hull. After making sure 
the ship fitted in properly, I then added 
pieces of the block taken out of the middle 
to make the waves. I also chiselled out 
sections to make deep troughs as if the 
ship was in rough water. Finally paint 
with poster colours. 

Keith Read, Hermit Park, Queensland, 
Australia. 

Scout altered 

CONFORMING to the recent changes in 
the uniform of the modern Boy Scout, I 




More rare pictures from readers with 
captions by Michael J. F. Bowyer. 
A free Alrfix kit is awarded for every 
picture published, but please note 
that there is usually a delay of some 
months before publication due to 
the limited space at our disposal. 


This month's batch of pictures all come from one reader, M. PhiIMp of 
South Africa. The Beaufighters (1 and 2 ) are from 14 Sqn SAAF. and 
the odd nose fittings are presumabiy some sort of radar. U is R0202. 
X is carrying rockets and is a Mk X. NT966 (3) is an interesting 
hybrid; apart from the curious tipped nose radome, it appears to be 
grey-green-grey in finish with sky band and white code. It is from a 
Middie East OTU as is Thunderbolt 1 FL829:2 (picture 4 ). Hurricane 
LB902. 5-W, is from the same unit as the Beaufighter and wears 
temperate scheme fighter colours. Some Blenheim Vd were used for 
coastal recce work in the Middle East (6) and these two of an OTU 
retain the white/grey/green finish, and have black codes. Large 
numbers of Hart trainers (and others of the family) were passed to 
African SFTSs. These two ( 7 ) are over Kimberley, SA. No 176, nearest, 
appears to have a tropical radiator and other modifications. Aircraft is 
4 yellow and silver, coded 75 (obscured by shadow). Aircraft beyond is 
camouflaged. 


Military Modelling — continued 


A new top section (Y) is needed, and the hull changes are completed 
with the addition of a decking piece (marked in the picture with a 
black star) and a rear face cut to fit. I cut a hole to take the turret 
with a dummy cage, but if you use a pin or piece of sprue as a pivot, 
simply drill a small hole in the centre of Y. Finally add visor flaps in 
the superstructure rear and rear face, exactly matching those 
moulded at the front and cut from plastic card. New mudguards are 
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then added, as described for the Sd Kfz 234/4. 

The turret must be scratch-built from either balsa cut and sanded 
to shape (drawing or laminations of plastic card similarly sanded 
to shape. A conical mantlet is needed (I used the tip of a StuG III 
mantlet) and the gun is a 6 pdr barrel cut to 24 mm long. Hatches 
and smoke dischargers are added to match the plan. A typical colour 
was sand with green mottle or patches. 
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MODELS BY MAIL 


REVELL AIRCRAFT 


Stuka 

i/32 

18/6 

Thunderbolt 

1/32 

18/6 

Wildcat 

1/32 

15/9 

B25B 

1/48 

19/9 

Huey Attack Helicopter 

1/32 

15/9 

BF I09F 

1/32 

15/9 

Lancaster “Dambuster” 

1/72 

14/6 

Lancaster Mk. 1 

1/72 

14/6 

BI7F “Lady Luck” 

1/72 

14/6 

BI7F Memphis Bell 

1/72 

13/9 

Sikorsky Skycrane 

1/72 

14/6 

Fine 

1/72 

14/6 

JU-88 

1/72 

9/9 

Condor FW 200 

1/72 

14/6 

PLUS 1/28 W.W. It series and most other 


releases, including some early issues. 


REVELL BOATS 

Golden Hind 

Charles W. Morgan 

U.S, Constitution 

Flying Cloud 

Cutty Sark 

U.S.S. Enterprise 

Voster M.T.B. 

Tirpitz 

Bismarck 

Prince Eugen 

18/6 

18/6 

18/6 

24/6 

165/- 

25/6 

10/6 

14/6 

9/9 

A.F.V. 


Tamiya Tiger I 

119/6 

Tamiya Panther 

45/- 

Tamiya King Tiger 

59/11 

Tamiya Chieftain 

103/3 

RikoTIO 

14/11 

Riko Chieftain 

14/11 

Riko Sherman 

31/6 

Riko 75 mm Assault Gun 

75/- 

Riko A.M.X. D.C.A. 30 

25/11 

Nichimo Charioteer Mk.8 

45/- 

Fuijimi M48 and M6I 

19/11 


REVELL SPACE KITS 

Vostock 

Gemini 

Apollo 

19/9 

19/9 

84/- 

PYRO KITS 


Moorish Rifle 

49/6 

Bavarian Rifle 

49/6 

Bunker Hill Pistol 

16/9 

Miquelet Pistol 

16/9 

Buccaneer Pistol 

16/9 

Privateer 

16/9 

War Schooner 

38/- 

U.S.S. Olympia 

20/- 

Also Pyro, Vespa and Lambretta 

9/9 

POST AND PACKING 

ADD I/-TO EVERY 10/- 
OVER £5 POST FREE 


CAR KITS BY REVELL, TAMIYA. NICHIMO, AIRFIX, GAKKEN, RIKO FROM 4/3 TO 79/11 


USUAL RANGE OF FROG, AIRFIX, MONOGRAM. AURORA, AIRCRAFT, BOATS, CARS ETC. IN STOCK 


WE ALSO STOCK: TRIANG RAILWAYS, SCALEXTRIC, KEIL KRAFT, 
VERNON, MIMIC. DINKY, CORGI AND MATCHBOX 


DISTRIBUTORS OF 
DRl-DEC DRY-PRINT TRANSFERS 

THERE ARE NOW 34 SHEETS IN THIS RANGE WITH MORE TO 
FOLLOW. 

THE ONLY TRANSFERS THAT REQUIRE NO WATER, NO TRIM- 
MING AND LEAVE NO.UNSIGHTLY FILM. 

ALL AT yy. PER SHEET 

SEND S.A.E. FOR LIST 

FIRST AFV SHEETS TO BE ANNOUNCED NEXT MONTH 
SEE NEXT MONTH’S ADVT. FOR 
NEW RELEASES 

DRl-DEC, 19 MARKET STREET. NEWBURY 
DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 

KITS AT REDUCED PRICES 
Renwall Aeroskin W.W.I 1/72 scale 
Fokker DRI, SPAD XIII, Fokker DVIl, 
Nieuport 17, Albatross DV All at 7/6 
I only Hawk W.W.II Destroyer 4/6 

Reveil Grumman Tiger 9/9 

Orion 9/9 

Delta Dagger 7/3 

Vigilante 7/3 

Renwall Twin 40 A.A. Gun 29/6 

PLUS MANY OTHERS 


AIRMODEL CONVERSIONS 


Dornier 217 J-l 

5/1 

Heinkel III H-4/H-6 

5/1 

BFIIOG-4 

S/I 

BF262 B-la/UI 

6/1 

Mistel 1 

7/1 

TFI04G or 104A 

7'l 

Mirage MIR 

7/1 
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HOW ^yL 
TOGO 
PLASTIC 
MODELLING 


ELLIS 


HOW TO GO COLLECTING 
MODEL SOLDIERS By Henry Harris 


fighting colours 


RAF fighter camoufiage and markings 1937-1969 

#• L*,* By Michael J. F. Bowyer 

Michael J. F. Bowyer, well-known contributor 
'w to 'AIrfix Magazine', details the development 
and changes In camouflage and markings of 
V %^1 \#W1 SF all Royal Air Force fighter types from 1937- 
1969 aid lists the serial number allocations 
of every RAF fighter ever flown in that period. 
He records comprehensively how RAF 
colours altered over the years, against the 
^ background of contemporary events. Each 

chapter Is illustrated with detailed line draw- 
Ings depicting specific aircraft in typical 
markings of the period, with 139 Individual 
drawings In all. In addition to 157 excellent 
photographs, there are exhaustive appen- 
MBUHHHHHH dices giving precise data on all RAF fighter 
PMowBirwwTB types since 1937. 192 pages, 8}" x 5}", 

case bound. (SSs net) 


The definitive work, by an acknowledged 
military expert, on how to make the moat of 
your collection. This, the third in the popular 
‘How To 6o’ series of books, covers choice 
of scales, displaying models, developing 
‘themes', and conversion ideas as well as 
surveying the history of the different arms. 
Gives advice on how to plan a model army 
from first principles and how to amass the 
men and materials for a serious collection. 
There are more than 70 superb photographs 
and an Interesting chapter on wargames by 
Donald Featherstone. As well as a foreword 
by Brigadier Peter Young, there are eight 
instructive and fact-packed appendices fea- 
turing lists of manufacturers, societies, 
abbreviations and museums. 200 pages, 
8}" X 5}". case bound. (3Ss net) 


Volume 1 
now out 
of stock 


SWumeZ 
Nations of 
Ameiica. Africa 
Asia avJ 
Oceou 


Two volumes 


Two superb colour books of interest to all military enthusiasts, 
modellers and model soldier collectors, describing and itlustratlng the 
uniforms, badges and ranks of present-day units with regiment and 
corps histories. They are factual end detailed in content, with pictures 
on every page. Volume 1 (published In November 1966) features the 
European Nations and has mors than 190 colour illustrations. Volume 2 

» ust published) covers 44 countries in America, Africa, Asia and 
ceania and contains nearly 300 colour Illustrations. Each volume, 
measuring 12i" x 9i". has a distinctive four-colour laminated board 
cover. (30e net each) 


A further announcement 
will be made as soon 
as new supplies are 
available. 


Badtjes 
Rartks 
Rogmental 
and Corps 


Histories 


HOW TO GO 

PLASTIC 

MODELLING 


By P. St John Turner 

A comprehensive work on the 
Vickers FB27 'Vlmy', including 
details of the building of VAFA's 
replica. Over 80 illustrations, 
many never before published, 8 
pages of scale drawings and 
plans, plus appendices giving 
performances, weights, dimen- 
sions, etc, of main versions. 128 
pages on art paper, 8}" x 5}", 
case bound, with laminated 
Jacket. (30$ net) Also available; 
collectors’ special commemora- 
tive first edition, limited to 500 
numbered copies. luxuriously 
bound In hide and linen. (84s 
net) 


By Chris Ellis 

Editor of AIRFIX Magazine 

An essential and comprehensive 
guide to plastic modelling. Ten chap- 
ters covering such topics as: basic 
assembly. detailing. converting, 
modelling materials, tools, painting, 
transfers, markings, research, dis- 
play, maintenance and scenic set- 
tings. 176 pages 81" x 51", 80,000 
words, 79 pictures, 7 pages of scale 
drawings, numerous sketches in the 
text. (25e net) 


To: Patrick Stephens Ltd. 9 Ely Place. London EC1 OR YOUR BOOKSELLER OR MODEL SHOP 

Please supply me with : £ s d 

copy/copies Fighting Colours @ 35s (plus 2s 6d p & p) 

copy/copies How To Go Collecting Model Soldiers @ SSs (plus 2s ed p & p) 

copy/copies World Uniforms In Colour, Volume 2 (g 308 (plus 48 6d p & p) 

copy/copies The Vickers Vlmy @ 30s/84s (plus 2$ 6d p & p) 

copy/copies How To Go Plastic Modelling @ 258 (plus 28 p 4 p) ; : 

I enclose my remittance of TOTAL E ad 


How to 
order 


PSL books are published by 
Patrick Stephens Ltd. 9 Ely 
Place. London EC1 (Tel: 01- 
405 2297). Use this order 

coupon to obtain your copies- 
posl it to PSL or hand it to 
yout bookseller or model shop. 
(Send for free descriptive 
leaflets If not convinced I) If 
you prefer not to cut your 
magazine, order on a piece oi 
-^olepaper. 


(Block caps please) 
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© PHONE 
5998 

p 

A. Shacki 
RA. 5C \ 


POST BY RETURN UK 
Up to IO/-l/-(l/6} 

10/- tp 22/- 2/- (2/4- lit Claii 
Ov«r £5 No Charse 


ERNEST BERWICK 

THE MODEL SPECIALISTS 

11A HEWLAND STREET, KEnERING, NORTHANTS, ENGLAND 


NEW PROM AIRFIX 

(Available NOW) 
O.H. Chipmunk 

1/72 

2/11 

F.W. 189 

1/72 

4/J 

Add these to your 

1970 range 

NEW FROM REVELL 


Jolly Green Grant 
Bronee 

1/72 

9 9 

1/72 

9'9 

NICHIMO 



^rtfire V.B. 
Claude 

1/72 

1/72 

S/ll 

5/11 

L.S... 

n 

1/72 

1/72 

5/11 

5/11 

MONOGRAM 

Dornier 17* 

1/72 

24/- 

P.J9 Airacobra 

1/72 

24/. 


FROG* re-issued, New Decals 
A/W Whitley 1/72 17/6 

A. Shackleton MR3 1/72 12/- 

RA. 5C Vifilante 1/72 15/- 

G. ASA Intruder 1/72 10/6 

BAC Lightning 1/72 8/6 

Phantom 4K 1/72 8/6 

F. 100 O Super Sabre 1/72 8/6 

H. S. Harrier 1/71 8/6 

•D.H. Gypsy Moth 1/72 J/6 

•Comet Racer 1/72 J/6 

•M.E.IOSBf.F 1/72 J/6 

•P.47 Thunderbolt 1/72 J/6 

•H. Sea Fury 1/72 J/6 

•P. 40B Tomahawk 1/72 J/6 

NEW. FROG 1970 CATALOGUE with all kits 
illustrated in COLOUR. 1/6 plus 9d post 


LINDBERG KITS 



HE. 100 

1/72 

5/11 

HE. 162 

1/72 


ME 163 (KOMET) 

1/72 

S'll 

DORNIER 335 

1/72 


ARAOO 234 

1/72 

8/ II 

HS. 129 

1/72 

8/11 


REVELL 
W.W.I 
S.E. Sa 

Fokker D. VII 
Morane Saulnier 
Nieuporc 26 
Nieuport 17 
Spad 


1/72 J/- 

1/72 J/- 

1/72 J/- 

1/72 J/. 

1/72 Ji- 
lin J/. 


NEW. REVELL 1970 CATALOGUE with all kits 
illustrated in COLOUR. 2/- plus 9d pest 


All Bellona MILITARY VEHICLE 
PRINTS commencing with No. 20. 
NOW 20 pages per issue, I /76th and 
l/48th Drawings. Text enlarged. 5/- 
each. plus 6d post. ALL BELLONA 
PRINTS IN STOCK, 1-19. 41 - each, 
plus 9d post. SEND S.A.E. for free 
list of Bellona Publications, 


IN STOCK 

"THE MIGHTY EIGHTH" 

The reference source for modellers 
interested in the U.S. Air Force 
in Britain during W.W.II. 7Si- plus 
post. This book I la MUST. 


DE FREY DECALS 

P39. Airacobra Sheets 

1/72 scale S/il 

1/48 scale 7/6 

P.47 Thunderbolt Sheets 

1/72 scale 5/6 

1/48 scale 6/6 

Invasion Stripes 4/6 

Full Range. A.B.T,, STOPPEL. 
ALMARK.LETRASET. Decals 


U.S. SCALE MODELLER. May 

1970, Vol. 5. No. 5. 13/6 plus 1/- 

K pst. Articles: Frog Fokker O XXI. 
even 1/72 P,39 as "Evelyn", 


iUirmiFRICLfPR 




MEN AND MACHINES 
Vol. I , RAF Fighters 
Vol, 2. LuftwaHe Bombers 

30/- plus 1/6 post 
Plus all other Volumes in stock 
AIRCAM 

No. I to 13 In iteek, 21/- each plus 
■ /- post. Send S.A.E. for free colour 
leaflet on these excellent reference 
sources. 

MILITARY UNIFORMS 

1686-1918. Colour plates. 6/- plus 
I/- post 

PROFILE PUBLICATIONS 

AIRCRAFT 1-204 J/-, 205-212 5/- 
A.F.V, 1-14 5/- 
NEW LOCO 81 - 


©ouglaie; iHmiaturesf 


MAD ABOUT 
MARLBOROUGH? 

Try the new range of 20 mmWargame figures 
Marlborough and Seven Years War. 


Foot. S in box 6/- 
Musketeers, firing 
Musketeers, at ready 
Grenadiers, firing 
Grenadiers, at ready 
Officer with pike 
Standard bearer 
with sword 


Mounted. 

2 in box 6/- 
Herse Grenadiers, 
advancing 
Horse Orageens, 
advancing 

PAINTING 

INSTRUCTIONS 

INCLUDED 


FABE To introduce the new range. I Officer, or. Standard Bearer with every order of 4 Boxes 
e.g. 6 boxes 2 Officers. 

SEND lid STAMPS FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, (IsC CLASS POST) 


FIGHTER AIRCRAFT 
OF THE 1914-1918 WAR’ 

BRITISH. FRENCH, GERMAN, AMERICAN. 
AUSTRIAN, AND ITALIAN AIRCRAFT 

223 pages, including 84 of 1/72nd scale drawings and 702 
photographs. The book also describes 84 operational and ex- 
perimental aircraft, including tables of dimensions and perfor- 
mance and list of unit equipment. Nearly ISO of the photographs 
feature close-ups of engines, guns, cockpits and other detail. 
Unrivalled in value for modellers and historians. 

Order NOW from ; 70/- Post Free 

HARLEYFORD PUBLICATIONS LTD. (Dept. A/F) 
LETCHWORTH • HERTFORDSHIRE • ENGLAND 


DID YOU KNOW 

That the readership of Airfix Magazine has increased 

by nearly 35 per cent in the last two years 

That over 37,000 copies were printed last month 
and that at least two people read each copy {which 
means our readership is now approximately 80,000 
per issue) 

That Airfix Magazine advertising is the most effec- 
tive and economical way of promoting and selling 
plastic model and hobby services and products 
throughout the country 

ADVERTISEMENTS BRING RESULTS — JUST TRY IT! 


June, 1970 











TYPE 10RB WITH 1/72 MODELS 
Size approx. 24" x 10" x 7" 

PRICE 72/8d. Inc. p. tax 
and postage 


KITCASE! 

A REAL SHOWCASE AT A REALISTIC PRICE! 

KITCASE Is an attractive display case, in Kit form, for easy 
assembly. 

KITCASE shows off and protects those valued models, eliminat- 
ing dust and damage. 

KITCASE has art felt covered redwood base, with clear PVC 
panels to enhance the contents. 

KITCASE Comes as a complete pack in three sizes. Type 
10RB as above, also 29" x 14" x 7" and 
29" X 18" x 7" (approx, sizes). 

For full details please send S.A.E. 

37 CANTELUPE ROAD 

KITCASE PRODUCTS EAST GRINSTEAD, 

SUSSEX 


FOR MODELLERS AND ENTHUSIASTS 

A series of authoritative and attractive titles you must not miss 


UN/FOR/VI SER/ES 

SCOTTISH REGIMENTS 1660-1914 
m AMERICAN ARMOURED CARS 1940-45 

, V & Chris Ellis and Peter Chamberlain 12/6 

M SHERMAN TANK 

Production Models 1 1941-45 

" by Chris Ellis and Peter Chamberlain 12/6 

AIRCRAFT SERIES F-4 PHANTOM II by Richard Gardner Published in May 12/6 

This Is the story of the celebrated Phantom II from its inception to the present time. It serves with the major air forces of the 
West in inereasini numbers as the foremost American desitned flihter/itrike aircraft. There .s extensive pictorial «vera*o of 
the subject and colour photographs of specimen aircraft. Comprehensive text and specifications five great appeal to modellers 
and enthusiasts alike. 

TRANSFERS AIRCRAFT 1/72 S.3. FOR HALIFAX & AVRO LANCASTER 

S.3. HANDLEY PAGE HALIFAX BVII of No. 48 Goose Squadron. No. 6 Group RCAF 'Vicky' (Linton on Ouse. Yorks.) Avro 
Lancister 61 of No. 463 Squadron RAAF ‘Uncle Joe Again’ (Shellingthorpe, Lines. 1945) including very detailed instruction 
sheet 5/9 

IN PREPARATION 

SPECIAL SERIES for 1/32 SCALE AIRCRAFT SPECIAL SERIES for 1/30-1/40 SCALE A.F.V’s 

The first will be for the ReveM jU87 and ME Bf 109. More details, obviously, when wo are a little more ahead. 


AIRCRAFT SERIES 


SECOND IN 
UNIFORM SERIES 
To be published in June 


German Combat 
Uniforms 1939>45 
12/6 


Coming 


ALMARK PUBLISHING COMPANY 104/106 Watling Avenue, Edgware, Middlesex, England. HAS ONP 


EVERYTHING FOR 

PLASTIC MODELLERS 


AIRCRAFT 

OUR OWN I 1/72 Oerman W.W.1 Transfers 1/6 sheet. 

NEWI FROG KITS: Spitfire Mk. 14 and V.l, Doodlebug 4/9. 
NEW I FROG North American VIGILANTE 15/-. 

NEW! FROG Super Sabre 1/72 Kit 8/6. 

NEWI FROG Hawker Harrier 1/72 Kit 8/6. 

NEWI TAMIYA Grumman Intruder 1/100th Kit 9/11. 

NEWI AURORA Cheyenne 'copter 1/72 Kit 9/6. 

ARMOUR 

NEW! TAMIYA LEOPARD TANK KIT 1/35 46/-. 

NEWI TAMIYA Russian S.U.lOO Tank 79/11. 

NEWI TAMIYA Tiger I Kit 1/25th Remote Control £6-19-11. 

TRANSFERS 

NEW! ALL 34 varieties of DRI-DEC now In stock. 

NEWI RIKO Super De-Luxe Decals 9/11 set. 

RIKO are due in June — send SAE for list. 

BOOKS 

NEW! AIRCAM No. 13 NAKAJIMA K.1, 43 21/-. 

NEW! ALMARKS Sherman Tank 12/6. 

NEW! PROFILE No. 13 RAM and SEXTON Tanks 5/-. 

NEW! BELLONA Military Vehicle Data Book 5/-. 

Please add postage to ail orders. 

CATALOGUES: Airfix 2/9. Revell 2/6, Aurora 3/3, RIko 1/-. 
Frog 2/-, Tamiya 3/6. All post free. 

JONES BROS. OF CHISWICK 
56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, W.4 

Tel. 01-994 0856 Est. 1911 
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Classified Advents 

RATES: Is. per word. Minimum charge 10s. Please address your correspondence to: 

BOX NUMBERS: 3s. 6d. extra charge AIRFIX MAGAZINE Classified Advertisement Department 

All advertisements must be prepaid 9 Ely Place, London, ECl 

Please state classification required Closing date for next issue — June 1 


AIRFIX 

magazine 


FOR SALE 

Cards — 50 Ships 2/9, Lighthouses 5/-. 
Cataioguc 3/5. Smith, Wick, Langport, 
Somerset. [7128] 

For Sale. Airfix Magazines: Sept '67, Nov 
'67 to Nov ’68. Perfect condition. 50/-. 1. 
Wade, 12 West End, Costessey, Norwich. 

[713S] 

Military Books. All aspects of military 
history. Send 1/- plus S.A.E. for latest list 
to Warfare Books (Dept. A), 61 Benares 
Road, Plumstead, London, S.E.18. 

[716S] 

Model Aircraft l/72nd. Some unmade. For 
list write to Peter Downton, 22 Wood 
Hayes, Henstridge, Somerset. [719S] 

Riko Val, Pete 12/6 each. Revell Wildcat, 
Aurora Pfaltz, Monogram Zeke 8/- each. 
Airfix Bismarck 5/-. Midway Battlegame 
45/-. Aviation, modelling, wargame books. 
S.A.E. for list. Box No 721S. (72IS] 

Collectors. Over 100 1/72 Aircraft models 
completed and many uncompleted, incldn- 
ing Monograms B52 other Monogram, 
Heller, Red Label and Rareplanes kits uu- 
touched, £50 or best offer. F. N. Mallows, 
25 Keys Park, Eye Road, Peterborough. 

I722S] 

Unbuilt “Merit” DH-2, “Frog” Victor, 
Meteor 8, Invader, Rapide, Canberra, 
Scimitar, Javelin, DH-110, Blenheim 
(1:96), Aurora DH-10, Lindberg HE 100, 
Hawk Swift. Offers, S.A.E. Wanted: 
“Merit" 504. 55, Meschincs Street, 

Coventry, CV3 5DY. [723S] 

Aircraft Books, Kits, Minic Ships. Send 
S.A.E. to Henry, 33 Easlerdown Close, 
Plymouth, Devon. [724Sj 

Airfix Magazines. December 1964-Feb- 
ruary 1970. Also Air Pictorials April 1966- 
November 1969. Offers. White, 15 Bowden 
Road, Newtown Street, Boswells, Rox- 
burghshire. [725S] 

Janes AH The World Aircraft 1945/46 re- 
print, approx. £8.10s. Catalogues of rare/ 
new aviation books 21-. Wg. Cdr. F. 
Prince, R.A.F. Rtd, Fidlers Hall, Ashing, 
Godaiming, Surrey. [7278] 

Radio Control — Transmitter, Rx and De- 
coder. 2+1 Digital Proportional. Deacs for 
Tx and Rx. Suitable aircraft-boat-vehicles. 
£37 o.n.o. Home 01-777 5472. 


HERSANT OF HIGHGATE 
A NEW SET of 24 Wolfgang Tritt post- 
cards. The 6th series of fine, full-colour 
cavalry studies from 17th to 20th cen- 
turies. 26/- 

UNIFORMS OF THE SS, VOL. 3. Mollo & 
Taylor. 100 pp. 50 photos. 96 drawings 
(18 In colour). SS-Verfugungstruppe 
1933-39. JUNE Ist. 62/- 

Prices Include postage 
W. E. HERSANT LTD. 

226 Archway Road, London, N.6 


CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISEMENT 

RATES 

With effect from the 
next issue (July) the rate 
for classified advertise- 
ments inserted in Airfix 
Magazine will be in- 
creased to 1s. per word. 
The minimum charge 
will be 10s. (10 words) 
and box No's will be 
charged at 3s. 6d. extra, 
which includes the 
words "Box . . 

We would remind 
readers that all classified 
advertisements must be 
prepaid. 


Britain's History Series State Coach ref. 
1470. Excellent condition, in original box. 
Best offer please. Bradford, Wiltown 
Farmhouse, Curry Rivel, Langport, Somer- 
set. (Tel: Curry Rivel 384). [728S] 

Minic Ships, Accessories, Aviation Books 
(W.W.II). W.W.I 1/72 Aircraft models. 
Slough ^313. [729S] 

Die Cast Military Matchbox and Espewe 
models. Phone Slough 44313. [731S] 

Flying Reviews, 56 copies, July 1966 to 
September 1969. Offers, all or part, Kielty, 
10 Oakworth Road, London, W.IO. 

[732S] 

Military Vehicle Plans. No 77 CMP 3 ton 
4x4. No 78 Mack NR4 Transporter. No 
79 Sherman ARV 1. No 80 AEC Marshal 
6x4. 4 for 6/4 post free in U.K. Church, 
“Honeywood”, Middle Road, Tiptoe, 
Lymington. Hants. S04 OFX. [733S] 

Airfix Magazines, July 1966 to date, three 
missing, plus September 1965. Best offers 
to Morgan, 8 Cefnstylle Road, Gowerton, 
Swansea. [734S] 

“History of the 20th Century” cost £22 — 
offers — or will exchange for HO/OO scale 
Napoleonic Armies. A. Scott, 34 May- 
field Road, Orrell, Wigan, Lancashire. 

[736S] 


Airframe Kit No 3. The Bacham BA 314A 
Natter. Complete kit for this radical 
German W.W.II fighter. All you supply are 
decals. Price SI. 50 plus 20c P & P. Money 
orders only please, to John Tarvin, 5166 
Portland Street, South Burnaby, British 
Columbia, Canada. [737Sj 

Original painting/Gouache/ by Capt. W. E. 
Johns (Biggies author) of W.W.I bombers 
in night raid, 12x16 ins. Details from: 
B. D. Tarr, 9 Boulters Court, Maybank 
Avenue, Wembley, Middx. [738S] 

WANTED 

Model Cars: pre-1955, any sort or size. 
Dinky, Britains, tinplate, etc. Also books 
on flying and motoring. Dr Gibson, 
The Green, Anstey, Leicester. [714Wj 

Wanted. Observers Books of Aircraft. 1950 
to ’60 or earlier. Also volumes R.A F. 
Flying Review. State condition and price. 
Contact E. Morris, 69 Lawnside Green, 
Stowlawn, Bilston, Staffs. (715Wj 

Airfix Magazines No 1 Vol 1 to September 
1968. State price and condition. N. Blum, 
25 Willow Road, Aylesbury, Bucks. 

(720W] 

Wanted/Kitmastcr and AirHx Locos. Made 
or Unmade. Write stating price and con- 
dition to: Hunter, 156 Bathurst Gardens, 
London N.W.IO. i726W] 

Military Books, Models (1/76, 1/96), etc. 36 
Langley Broom, Slough, Bucks. [730W] 

All makes and types of 1/1200 scale Water- 
line Ships always wanted. Masson, 67 Glen 
Moriston, East Kilbride, Glasgow. 

1735W] 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Dinky, Matchbox, Corgi, etc. for Sale or 
Exchange. List Large S.A.E. Models 
wanted. Good condition only. Department 
A.M. Train Shop Supermarket, 179-181 
Lumb Lane, Bradford, 8 [718MI 

PERSONAL 

Old British Model Soldiers 1893-1918. New 
book with 60 plates showing 1,000 models. 
Reference appendices. 30/- (plus I/- post- 
age and pacKin|). Obtain from your usual 
bookseller or direct from the Publisher — 
Arms and Armour Press, 677 Finchley 
Road, N.W.2. {717P] 


AIRCRAFT PHOTOGRAPHS 

QUR LISTS cover over 10.000 titles of CIVIL and 
WARPLANE PHOTOGRAPHS. Six3iin., irwlud- 
ing both Wars, State the aeroplanes In which you 
are interested, send 2/- and we will send you our 
latest list. Our A70 list contains many items of interest 
to specialists. 

AIRCRAFT PHOTOGRAPHS, 
Ainsdale, SOUTHPORT. Lancs. 


June, 1970 
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to have and 
to hold... 

your AIRFIX magazines 


Attention all modellers! 

aircraft 

ILLUSTRATED 


The Classified Advertisement columns of this issue 
of AiRFIX MAGAZINE prove that copies of every 
issue become more and more valuable as time 
goes on. The circulation and readership increases 
steadily each month so that supply very often can- 
not keep up with the demand and you may well 
miss a copy. Make sure this doesn’t happen to you 
by ordering a regular copy from your newsagent, 
or alternatively take out an annual subscription 
using the form below: 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE -Subscription Dept. 

Surrldge Dawson & Co. (Productions) Ltd., 
136/142 New Kent Road, London, S.E.1. 

Please send my AIRFIX MAGAZINE each month by 
post on publication for a 12 month period commencing 

with the Issue. I enclose my cheque/ 

postal order for 36s. (Postage Inclusive.) (USA$5.S0) 

Date Signed 


p/ease write clearly In block capitals. 


Once you take AIRFfX MAGAZINE regularly, treat 
your copies like gold dust by preserving them In 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE EASIBINDERS. Order these 
now for your valuable back numbers, your last 
year's copies or even your next year’s copies, 
using the form below. 




To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE - Easiblnder Dept. 

PSL Publications Ltd., 9 Ely Place, London, E.C.1. 

Please send me special AIRFIX MAGAZINE 

Easibinder/s Immediately at 208. each including post- 
age and packing. I enclose my cheque/postal order 


now on sale price 3s 6d, is a must for 
modellers of inter-war RAF and FAA 
aircraft. Contents include story, photos and 
scale drawings of the Hawker Woodcock 
and Fury: other well-illustrated articles 
on RAF Calshot, Fleet aircraft, and the 
Hawker Horsley, plus colour photographs 
of the Hawker Hart, Bristol Bulldog, 
Supermarine S6B and Spitfire I. 


SHEPPERTON • MIDDLESEX 


Why is everyone switching 
over to M R R C 

BUCK MiCROCEU 

Sponge tyres? Because they 
are the best and cheapest ! 


ADDRESS. 


Please write clearly In block capitals. am6/70 


Please send 6d. for catalogue and name of nearest stockist to: 
29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 
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Get every 
t^^detail right 
^^withAirfix 


FIGURES 1 

Over 35 different sets of 
'00 ;hO’ scale figures. 
Ideal for Wargamers 
and model railway 
enthusiasts. 


STOP PRESS 

The FW189A-2. 
one of the Luftwaffe's 
most successful % 

reconnaissance 1 

aircraft in World 
Warn and used 
extensively on the 
Russian front. 

Superb value ^ 

at4/3d. 


The world's 
biggest range of 
construction kits 


News, articles, conversions for modelling enthusiasts 
every month in AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 2/6 from your 
model shop or newsagent. 


Printed in England by Slackfriars Press Ltd., Leicester LE5 4BS 


mmm 

M 



•lilt 



^■T^nTi r ■ ft 1 ■ 
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Yom INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 

Sgp^lltrt to tht BrHIth and Ovarataa Govarnmant* 



MILITARY 
FIGURES by 
HISTOREX- 
ROSE 

MINIATURES 
FIGURINES 
STADDEN- 
HINTON HUNT 

ARTILLERY by 
HINCHLIFFE 

Send S.A.E. for lisc 
of any of above 
makers except 
Stadden 

HISTORBX 
CATALOGUE 
Ey post 2'S 
ROSE 

CATALOGUE 
IS Post I « 


tllustracion by kind permission of Almark Publish* 
int Co,, from their book: 

SCOTTISH REGIMENTS I660-I9M 12, « 


ALMARK PUBLICATIONS sherman tank 

IMI-mS PRODUCTION MODELS 

WEAPON SERIES by Chris Ellis and Peter Chamberlain 

Drawinfs by Kenneth M. Jones 

AMERICAN ARMOURED CARS 
1940-45 

by Chris Ellis and Peter Chamberlain 12 6 

UNIFORM SERIES 

SCOTTISH REGIMENTS 1660-1914 

by A. H. Bowline b 

AIRCRAFT SERIES 

F.4. PHANTOM II 

by Richard Gardner I2.'6 

and of course all Almark releases, both publications 
and transfers. illustration Is from Almark Publication 



POST AND PACKING 
Minimum Charge 2f— , Over 70,* 
Free. 

Kits: up Co £1 2/—, to £2 4/-, to SO - 
SI-. to £3 6I~. to 70/- 7/-. 

Books Decals: up to £2 to 50;- 
2/6. CO 60/- 3l~. to 70/- 3/6. 


AURORA 
A.F.V. KITS 

MBT-70 Main Battle Tank 
Sherman Tank 
Panther Tank 
Japanese Medium Tenk 



Swedish *S' Tank 

10,3 


Stalin Tank 

10/3 


M-l09Tank 

10/3 


Churchill Tank 

10/3 


Patton Tank 

ie/3 

10/3 

Tiger Tank 

10/3 

19/3 

Centurion Tank 

10/3 

10/3 

WWII M-8 Munitions 


10,3 

Carrier 

I0>3 


AIRCAM’S VERY LASTEST - No. 15 
BOEING B-17B-H FLYING FORTRESS 

IN USAAF, USAF. USN. USMC. USCG, RAF. 
FRENCH. DANISH. PORTUGUESE. IDF AF. 
DOMINICAN AND BRAZILIAN AF SERVICE 

21 - 


and of course 


No. I 
Nc.2 
No. 3 
No. 4 
No. 5 
No. 6 
No. 7 
No. 8 
No. 9 
No. 10 
No. II 
No. 12 
No. 13 
No. 14 


NORTH AMERICAN P-40 WARHAV^K 
REPUBLIC P-47 THUNDERBOLT 
NORTH AMERICAN MUSTANG Mk. I-IV 
SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE Mk. I-XVI 
NORTH AMERICAN P-5IB/C MUSTANG 
CURTISS (P-40) KITTYHAWK Mk. I-IV 
CURTISS P-40 WARHAWK 
SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE Mk. XII-24 
SPAD SCOUTS S.VII and S.XIII 
LOCKHEED P-38 LIGHTNING 
CONSOLIDATED B-24-M LIBERATOR 
AVRO LANCASTER 
NAKAJIMA Ki 43 
REPUBLIC F;RF— «4F 
THUNDERSTREAK.THUNDERFLASH 


5.1 

5.2 


THE 

SUPERB 
AVIATION 
BOOKS 
21 - EACH 
ALWAYS 
MORE TO 
COME 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
FINNISH AIR FORCE 



CQ-©-2^06 




1 72 RARE AIRCRAFT 
KIT BY LINDBERG 
5 11 
each 
8 11 
each 


HEINKEL HE 100 
HEINKEL HE 162 
ME 163 KOMET 
FOCKE WULFE 1900 
CORNIER 33S 
P5ID MUSTANG 
P 47B THUNDERBOLT 
ARAOO 234B 


NEW FROG 1 72 scale 

HAWKER SIDDELET HARRIER G.R. Mk. I 

8'6 

FIOOD SUPER SABRE 0(6 

ARMSTRONG WHITWORTH WHITLEY 
Mk. V/VII BOMBER 17/6 

GLOSTER METEOR F. Mk. IV with three 
features: 40 parts and stand, pilot, rotating 
main wheels, alternative undercarriage 
position, optional drop tanks 4/9 


IMPORTED 
AIRCRAFT KITS 

NICHIMO I 72 
Type 96 Carrier bomber, the famous fighter 


of China War 1937-41 
SPITFIRE SB 
HASEGAWA I 72 
PETE Float plane 
LINDBERG I 4B 
Curtiss Jenny 
Winnie May 
LQS 1/32 

RUFE Type 2 Fighter Sraplane 
JUDY Japanese Navy Dive bomber 
(illustrated right) 


S/ll 

S/ll 


5/ 1 1 


14/11 

14/11 


5/11 

S/ll 


BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 01-540 7333/4 


